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INTRODUCTION 


In this Litenxry age, when so many works are 
given to the public by men of acknowledged 
ability and superior talent, it may appear not a 
little presumptuous m an obscure individual, to 
hazard a production which, whilst it lays claim 
to no other merit than that of depicting reality, 
lies open to censure in, perhaps, every other in- 
stance To disarm cnbcism, and lure the indul- 
gent reader to a patient perusal of the following 
pages, the Author at once announces himself a 
plain, unlettered Soldier , who, having spent the 
greater part of his life m a distant climate, and 
in the tented field, has just returned to his be- 
loved Britain, with all the hoarded feelings of 
affection, excited by so long an absence from 
" his oirn, his jinliic land** 
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"Born ot rc‘)pcc\aVke parcjAs, m \Vit; C-tifnftjA t>^ 
Scotlanil, it ^\a<5 lus fate, early m the year 1790, 
to be launclied into the world without a pilot; 
and, at the inexperienced age of fifteen, wlicn 
more fortunate bojs arc just commencing tliat 
part of their education whic!) is to fit them for 
jiublic life, to embark as a Cadet for the East 
Indies 

In a work written with sucli \ery unfa>ounible 
prcparatucs for any htcrarj' composition, lie trusts 
the candid reader will not look for the polish of tlie 
classics, but rather tolerate a plain untarnished 
statement of facts, winch ore related just as they 
occurred, and were noted down m a series of hasty 
Journals, kept '^olely for his own amusement, 
and certainly not originally intended foi publica- 
tion The kind, though perhaps mistaken, advice 
and entreaty of friends in India, first suggested 
the idea of printing them, and having been so 
long accustomed to a busy life, and for many 
5 ears filled commands and situations, the duties 
of which occupied his whole time, the unusual 
vacuity of a sudden retirement held out a strong 
inducement to compliance, whilst the leisure of 
a tedious v oj age having enabled him to extract 
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sucli parts as appeared the most likely to pro^c 
mteresUng to strangers, Ue now gives them to the 
public. They are thus published, then, with “ all 
their imperfections on their head,” m the fond 
hope that some good may be found to redeem 
their inaccuracies, and with the earnest entreaty, 
that lus kind readers will, even if the attempt 
to gratify them fail, indulgently take the endeavour 
for the deed 

CUELTCKIIAM, 

June 18M, 1830 
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CALCUTTA 

Tiif. occurrences of an Indian voyage have been so fre- 
quently recounted, and are generally so extremely similar, 
that 1 shall pass over the one which brought me in safety 
to the East; and, landing a stranger on that distant shore, 
at once proceed to trace tlie scene? of future.life.. Air 
though appointed to Madra®, it was my fortune to embaih 
m a ship bound for Bengal, and 1 had thus an opportunity 
of seeing the far-famed City of Palaces at jny very outset. 
To attempt a de'^cnption of my first impressions, on enter- 
ing the river Ilooghly, m July, 1790, after lieing neatly six 
months at sea, would be perfectly futile ; since all that one 
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has ever heard, or read, or conceived of India, falls infi- 
nitely short of the reality , and so lively, so novel, so ani- 
mated and so interesting IS the picture which presents it- 
self, that the effect has a much greater resemblance to en- 
chantment, than to fact The stranger sees a fine majestic 
nver, navigable for some hundred miles mland, covered 
with vessels of every form and size, and belonging to people 
of every nation, — it’s banks overspread to the very water’s 
edge, with every tint of verdure which the eye has ever 
beheld, — whilst the native Bengalees m their country 
boats, crowding round the ship with animals, fowls, and 
fish.as novel as themselves, and talking a jargon perfectly 
unintelligible, with their dioimutive limbs and shnvelled 
countenances, present to tbeaslonisbed GnSn’s* imagina- 
tion a race of beings seemingly intended by nature to com- 
plete the link between man, the image of his Maker, and 
the tnbe of apes and monkeys This first impression 
would, indeed, induce a belief that all the natives of India 
are so miserable and dccropid, as scarcely to deserve the 
appellation of human beings, but on amving at Calcutta, 
tbe delusion vanishes, and men of all sizes, with counte- 
nances of tbe most varied hues and expressions, and limbs 
of the mo^t perfect sjininctrj and elegance, are to be met 
with, in far greater nmnheis than the former, who appear 
limited to a very narrow space, whilst, on advancing still 
farther northward, they generally improie still more in sta- 
ture, as well as intellect 

The apytoaeh to Calcutta, dtjincaiaa.tcd Garden Reach, 
m addition to it’s native beauties, is for some miles 


An t urnpean on i s finl omral 
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enlivened by llic appearance of lovely gardens and country 
seats: the largest ships passing within cannon shot of the 
ramparts of Fort William ; an irregular hevagon of consi- 
derable extent, and perhaps the cleanest and most beautiful 
fortification in the world. A fine broad walk by the river’s 
side, leads to the town, which, however, opening on the 
sight, before reaching tlic fort, discovers a picture of gran- 
deur not easily described ; whilst every thing the stranger 
meets with on landing, differs so widely from all that he 
had been accustomed to in Europe, that the mind is lost in 
surpri&e : a surprise, not a little increased, on finding that 
here no European uses his own legs ; but that all ranks 
and ages must bend to the custom of the place, and be 
carried. Here, then, the poor Griffin, once landed, finds 
himself a man of some consequence ; surrounded by hun- 
dreds of natives of various castes and costumes, all eagerly 
pressing on him iheit proffered services, he is burned into 
a palanquin, and borne away as it were in triumph, he 
knows not whither. Arrived at length at the house where 
he is to reside, his wonder still increases. lie is ushered in 
by a loud discordant ** Baar Ad Sahib AiyaJi, Khuhher 
SeJaow ,” — uttered by the Dancaun, or door-keeper, an 
• indispensable appendage to every European house in Cal- 
cutta, and every thing within, as well as without, tends to 
recafl to his imagination £he scenes in the Arabian Nights’ 
Entertainments. I pass over his first meeting with, and 
gteeUngs from, relations and friends, as also the sumptu- 
ous and gratifying meal which IS first set before him; and, 
if he have had the good fortune to aniTe betn een the 
months of February and November, convey him at once 
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into his bed room, Mhcrc, it is ten to one, if he get a wink 
of sleep for several hours For want of air he is forced to 
open his musquito curtains, and then comes on the pain- 
ful reality — no longer enchanted, he now finds himself, 
while panting for breath, assailed by mjTiads of musqui- 
tos, ns large as bees, who, while tliey draw blood in every 
direction, regale Ins ears with a ilelightful concert He 
struggles till exhausted nature can hold out no longer, 
when falling into a troubled sleep, with tlie enemy ranging, 
without controul, over every part of his face, neck, hands, 
Sl.c .they leave him towards morning, a mass of pimples, 
his clothes covered with blood, and, if not extremely fortu- 
nate, his eyes closed up into the bargain 

At length tlic dawn appears, and he sees the gun in a 
clear unclouded sky, for all the world like a red hot can 
non ball The poor Gnffin wakes, and bis delusion re- 
turns the strange amusements of the past night are for- 
gotten, half a dozen obsequious domestics attend him, 
and he is clothed m fine Imen, sits down to breakfast 
commences the pleasures of a new day, and the spell is not 
soon broken , unless indeed he should be ordered out for 
rooming drill, when JJrotcn Bfss and the Goose Step soon 
dispel his airy visions , but as I did not belono- to the 
Bengal Establishment, my delusion continued uuhl I left 
Calcutta. It was at first my intention to have attempted 
some sketch of this wonderful city, the metropolis of the 
East, but recollecting that it has been previously de- 
scribed by much abler pens, X shall confine myself to the 
mere observation, that it is, of all the Bnb«h settlements in 
the East Indies, the one best calculated to attract the 
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admiratioh and astonishment of a stranger, not less from 

the natnre of the country and the wonderful diversity and 
manners of the difiercnl nalues, than from the etccss^c 
luxuT) and clTcmmacy \?hicU petrade the rnropcan coin- 
mun\tj, and the reguKrilj and beauty of tlic splendid 
buildings The climate is indeed particularly enersaling , 
which musthcattnljutcd to the Ion ness of the country, and 
the mivUire of saltpetre m the soil, all round Calcutta , for 
many other places, ei cn fifteen or sixteen degrees nearer to 
the line, are comparatively cool and salubrious 

\UDRAb 

The anchor is down , the ship surrounded by boats, and 
catamorans, and all the passengers arc eager to land, per- 
ceiving a beautiful looking fort, full of )iou<;cs about two 
miles olT, on the shore The joHy Cadet is therefore, of 
course, among the number who leap into a Massoulah 
boat and make for the beach Of all the penis cncoun 
tcred in a long East India voyage, the act of landing at 
Madras w the greatest, for there a tremendous surf, never 
stilled, rolls along with a thundering sound, and no boat of 
European construction could live in it for a minute Tlie 
Massoulah boat, made of rude planks, sewn together with 
coir rope, and in shape very much resembling a walnut- 
shell, thougli perfectly inconsistent with European, ta&tc^ia 
so constructed, that, when struck by a surge, and even 
dashed against the ground, it yields to the blow, spreads 
out for a moment, and then resumes it s original shape, 
without losing it s buoyancy \et even with such a con 
trnance, and aided by catamor ins or rifts, of ti\o or more 
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long misshapen logs of ^\oo(l, firmly lashed together, on 
which the fishermen brave the surf m all weathers, many 
of them ate numially 6W amped, end numerous lives lost, m 
crossing this tcmfic barrier 

Once happily landed on a sand} beach, opposite the sea* 
gate of the fort, then about 300 yards distant, but since 
entirely co\ero<l to the ditch, from constant encroachments 
of the ocean, the scene nhich follows is not scry dissimilar 
to that at Calcutta, saving in the appearance of the coun- 
tr) A palanquin 13 pressed upon the Griffin, some dozens 
of fellows take charge of his ba^age, and it is ten to one 
if he do not lose some part of his efTects, ere he he fairly 
set down ogam The Customdiousc, built of wood, being 
at this time situated close to the landingoplace, though 
since ivashed away, every thing of course passed through 
It into the fort 

It 13 by no means my intention to write a description of 
IMadras any more than of Calcutta, both places being 
already too well known to require it I shall therefore 
say only that whilst climate, people, manners, houses, 
living, 8*.c differ very considerably, the first night seen© 
at both places is unhappily quite the same, the mus 
quitos of each being similar in size, disposition, and 
abilities After sleeping, or rather struggling and rolling, 
on the top of a billiard table, for the first night, m Mr 
Hope s hotel* in the Fort, all the beds being pre-occupied, 

• This Mr William Hope was a merchant and shopkeeper at Madras 
and few men hare ever left India with a fairer character or a larger 
fortune few men even in more elevated situations, d d half the good 
winch this honest man did s nee he was as I beral and kind hearted 
as he was modest and unassuming He was a passenger in the fleet 



1790] 


RBMIHI&CRNCES 


7 


I found my ay next morning to Uic garden-house of an 
oldfnend of my father, who, with Ins ladj. lived about 
fire miles off, and hcrc,bcragmo3t kindly welcomed, I took 
up my abode liU T was appointed to a corps up the 
country. 

The jMadras army at this time consisted of twobattahons 
of aTldler),fourTcginicntsofnati%ccavatrj, four European 
regiments, and twelve or fourteen battalions of native 
infantry, each commanded by a Captain It was my lot 
to ha appointed to the 3d European regiment, then sta- 
tioned at Vellore, ninety miles m the interior, and Ibis 
corps I consequently joined, as an Ensign, on nineteen 
pagodas a month, or 7/ sterling m English currency. 

VELLORE 

The Fort of Vellore, situated m a beautiful and most 
fertile valley, neatly surrounded b) bills, and in some de- 
gree commanded by one, called Sacarow, of the neaiest 
three which are fortified and attached to it , is one of the 
prettiest and most perfect specimens of native masonry to 
be met with in the East It is about a mile in circum- 
ference, neatly circnlar, with an exceedingly broad and 
deep ditch, full of alli^tors, some of which are nearly 
eighteen feet long It is built entirely of stone, cemented 
with chunaro, a' species of lime, a large fossebmy encircles 
the rvorks, which, with the ramparts, are ev ery where sur- 
mounted with large blocks of granite, cut out to form the 


'"ilti General ^lac Ilawall, mi 1809 , wheatie perished 10 ll e gale which 
destroyed nearly a whole squadron off the Cope 
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parapet, and so fiimly resting on their omi bases as not to 
require any kind of fastening It is, I believe, very fully 
described by the accurate Orme , and the only difference 
in the present day is, that all the native houses in the fort, 
excepting the old Klielladar’s, have been pulled down, and 
good substantial English buildings substituted in their 
places There is an extensive pettah, which was ongmallj 
fortified, and a few garden-houses outside 

Although I am not wnlmg a history, yet I cannot, even 
at this distant period, revert to my first garrison, without 
offering a brief tribute of affectionate and grateful remem- 
brance to the raetnory of my earliest and best fnend, 
Ridgeway Mealy, then a Lieutenant and Adjutant of the 
regiment to which I belonged , who, on an introduction 
from my friends at bladras, received me into his own 
house, and became to me, m every sense of the word, a 
second parent. To bun I owe my early knowledge of my 
duty as a soldier, of the Persian and llmdostanee lan- 
guages, and, in short, whatever 1 acquired, was insti- 
gated and even enforced by liini llis kindness suffered no 
abatement from a matenal change in his own state, when 
he married an amiable young woman, left the regiment, 
and was appointed to the public staff of the place, and 
though I had then my own quarters m the barracks, I 
still continued to live with him, and found that I had.m re- 
ality, gained another parent, inaladj very little older than 
mjself ^ly worthy frirnd lived to be a Lieutcnant^coloncI 
only, and died at Nuudydroc^ m the jtir 1807 I have 
since man) a time visited his grtve. and, the place bein'^ 
row abmiloncd, endeavoured to preserve it from neglect 
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and injury. ^Vllen it is considered hou much the tenor 
of every man’s future hfe depends on Ins early hahits and 
associations, I trust I shall be excused for thus mentioning 
the fnend of my youtli, more particularly as an European 
regiment nas not, at that time, the best school for either 
industry, morals, or sobnety. 

llaMng thus made my debut as a soldier on the Eastern 
sta«e, it now becomes necessary to say something about 
the state of affairs at that period Tippoo Sultaun, sove- 
reign of Mysore, a kingdom bordering on out possessions 
on the coast of Coromandel, having, by a wanton and un- 
provoked attack on the territories of the Rajah of Travan- 
core, brought on a war, m which the British were aided by 
the Nizam, our armies had already taken the field, and 
the principal one, under the personal command of General 
Jleddows.then Governor and Commander-m-chicf of Ma- 
dras, had advanced into the enemy’s country, but did not 
succeed in bringing him to action Smaller divisions were 
also advancing in other directions, and, m September 1790, 
a very desperate battle was fought between Tippoo’s army 
and Colonel Floyd’s detachment, at a place called Satti- 
mungulum, in which, after a severe contest, the enemy were 
completely defeated * 


• Iix lias baUlc, as in sereiaJ subsequent actions, tbe personal ever- 
lions of Captain, aflewjards Sii 'Tbomas Dallas, of the Madras caialry, 
were most conspicuous , and tbe safety of tbis detachment was greatly 
attributed to hint Some months afterwards, he had the pleasure 
of sanng Colonel Floyd s life, when that gallant ■reteran, charging the 
enemy a guns on the heights near Bangalore at the head of our ca 
salty, was shot in tlie mouth, and fell from Ins horse, at the moment 
when, assailed by superior numbers, they were forced to retreat Sir 
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It was at this period that Lord Cornwallis, Governor- 
general and Commander-in-chief in India, came round from 
Bengal, accompanied by various reinforcements from that 
Presidency, and, having joined our grand army, assumed 
the supreme command. The Carnatic was also, at that 
time, overrun with patties of the enemy's predatory horse, 
called looties, and we had few troops any where to oppose 
to them; but I now pass over all trifling occurrences 
incidental to such a state of affairs, and at once proceed to 
matters of more importance. The year 1791 teemed with 
remarkable events, both in a political and military point of 
view. The fort of Bangalore was breached and taken by 
storm, by the Bntish army under Lord Cornwallis ; while 
Tippoo, at the head of a much moie numerous army, was 
looking on. The strong hill-forts of Nundydroog, Ilya- 
cottah, Bindigul, Sewandroc^, See. were also captured, 
mostly by storm ; and Lord Cornwallis, gradually advan- 
cing towards Senngapatain, and subduing all the inter- 
mediate places, compelled the Saltaun to lake shelter 
under the very guns of that celebrated fort and capital. 
Being myself appointed to a native corps, then with the 


Thomas instantly dismoucted, tool bem ap m fiis arms, set him oa an 
orderly’s hoVse, and, temounting h»$ own charger, took the orderly 
up behind him, and galloped off with the retreating column. Even this 
timely and signal interposition might, however, liare been of no avail, 
)iad not oar old and worthy fnemi, Slajor rrancis Cowdre, advanced 
^nth an infantry brigade, conliaiy to positive orders from Colonel 
Floyd jn the onset, and protected the cavalry from an overwhelming 
force. For this truly gallant service, the Major was thanked by Lord 
Cornwallis at tbe head of llie army. 
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grand army, I left Vellore in Ifoverober, and, under Ihe 
escort of a strong reinforcement, joined Colonel Flojd. 

On the Cth of February 1792, Lord Cornwallis stormed 
Tippoo’s fortified camp on the island of Senngapatxun, and 
gained a most complete and signal victorj ; after which, 
on our preparmg to breach the place from our ^ outage 
ground, the Sultaun sending out his two sons as hostages, 
entreated for peace, and ceded considerable tracts of terri- 
tory to the British and their allies, which put an end to 
the war. The remainder of this jear furnished nothing 
worthy of particular notice; the British troops returned 
by diflerent routes into the Carnatic, and the Nizam’s army 
to Hydrabad ' 

At the coraraencement of 1793, intelligence was received 
that the French revolutionists had tned, condemned, and 
executed the mild and pious Louts XVI , and such of lus 
family as they could lay hands upon, which led us to an- 
ticipate a war with that country as an inevitable result 
and in June the news amved at Madras of the actual de- 
claration of war on the preceding 1st of February , when 
extensive preparations were immediately made for attack- 
ing Pondicherry, the principal French settlement in the 
East The native corps, to which I bad been removed, on 
my promotion to a Lieutenanlcy, being then quartered at 
Tanjore, we had the satisfaction to be selected, with.bthers 
from the same station, for that service 


POTDICHERTIY 

The army at length assembled m the middle of July, 
and encamped on the Bed Hills, in the vicinity of the 
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place It was commanded Colonel Brathwaite, and 
amounted, m the aggregate, to twelre thousand men, with 
a very large and efficient battering tram The town was 
regularly summoned , their helpless situation pointed out 
to them, and favourable terms proposed for their accept 
ance, but a positive and unqualified defiance being re- 
turned, we accordingly brobe ground , and regular ap- 
proaches were earned on under considerable obstruction 
from the enemy’s fire, and the state of the weatli^r Until 
such time as out batteries were crowned, the French fired 
with great smartness and accuracy from their guns and 
mortars, killing and wounding eight officers, and about 
five hundred men in the trenches , the ram falling nearly 
the whole time m torrents Early id August, hone%er, our 
two battenes were completed , the northern one to breach 
the north face, and the western to enfilade the same, when 
their guns, after a few discharges, silenced those in the 
fort , and on the 23d of August the place capitulated, to 
the no small delight of the Goiemor, and all the respect- 
able inhabitants, who had considerable difficulty in con- 
veying their iMslies to the British camp, and Mere opposed 
in a tumiiUtious manner by the soldiery and loMcr orders 
After their vaunting defiance, it was natural to expect, on 
It’s auTtender, to find a large and efficient garrison , uhat 
was our surpnse, then, to discover only six hundred 
Euro|»can soldiers, and bctMCCU tuo and three thousand 
natives , the former of whom were made pnsonirs of Mar 
Mhdsl the latter disbanded without a murmur TMonsicur 
Chcmiont, the governor, was a loyal sutiject of the old 
school, as were most of the officers and gentlemen of the 
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place, M ho were all penrntled to remain unmoleslcd on 
the« pNtole 

The Fort of Pondicherry is situated on the sea-shore, 
about one hundred miles south of Sladras, and tvns at this 
time one of the most beautiful and mtereslmg places m all 
India In form it was an irregular polj gou, of considcrahle 
extent , t!ie Nvoths, constructed of mud, were in the nicest 
order, with a good wide ditch, and they were not in want 
of ordnance , but a protracted siege must have ruined 
roost of the inhabitants, who possessed elegant houses, 
towering m ciery direction aboie the ramparts indeed, 
the interior more resembled a town in Europe than the 
inside of a fortress The GorMnot’s residence, in particu- 
lar, was completely exposed, and every street contained 
many large up-stair houses, equally liable to destruction 
About SIX miles to the northward was a small fortified 
place on the mouth of a nver, called Anancopang, with a 
capital high road and garden houses on both sides leading 
to il To this place we conducted the 5a«iCu/oMei, where they 
were confined in a large Church, and the adjacent build- 
ings There was likewise another excellent highroad to the 
westward, and sereral garden bouses m that direction also 
But a person now visiting Pondicherry, after a lapse of 
thirty SIX years, could hardly even trace the works, or find 
soy ot tho^ eisbeUfshioeitts, within or nrtJfcrcft, which 
once made it the finest settlement on the coast of Coro- 
mandel A large English garrison being left m the place, 
the army teturned to quarters early in September , and 
whilst the different corps composing that army are on 
their march 1 may as well, in a few words, introduce to 
the reader s acquaintance. 
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TIIE COMPANY S NATIVE ARMY, 
which, heing composed of five distinct castes, or classes of 
men, diffenng most essentially in manners, in religion, and 
in customs , who never unite, even at a meal, or m mar- 
nage, the discipline and harmony which have ever dis- 
tinguished those native forces are truly wonderful The 
more especially, alien the bigotry of one class, and the 
superstitious prejudices of three others, are taken into con- 
sideration But, in order to tender these remarks intelli- 
gible to those who have never visited India, it may be as 
well to describe the different castes above alluded to 
First, the Mussulman, of whom at least one-third of 
the army is composed This class is again subdivided 
into four particular sects, vt- tbe Sheik, the Syed, the 
IVIogul, and the Futhaun, or Pattan, as they are usually 
called They are generally brave, enterprising, and intel- 
ligent , and upon the whole, being free from religious pre- 
judices, make excellent soldiers 

Second, tbe Rajahpoot, or descendants of tbe ancient 
Rajahs, the highest caste of Hindoos, a race not very nu- 
merous, but extremely scrupulous , and, when their preju- 
dices are humoured, the bravest and most devoted soldiers 
far surpassing all the other natives, in a romantic but 
sometimes mistaken notion of honour 

Tlurd, the Telmga or Gentoo, a race of Hindoos, genc- 
rallj remarkable for mildness of disposition and cleanliness 
of person, obedient and faithful, hut not very intelligent 
or enterprising soldiers 

Fourth, theTamoul, or Malabar, similar to tbe former 
Fifth, thePanah, or Dh^re, as they are called in the 
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TtTmy. The latter class, poor Chowry Mootoo, brave, ac- 
tive, and ■attached as they were to their officers and the 
service, ^vilh a few European failinga, such as diatn drink- 
ing, and eating unclean meats, kc. have of late years 
been excluded from the line, in order the more fully to 
conciliate the higher classes; who, however they may 
difTcr from each other in many points, are oil united in 
considering any mixture with these as a contamination. 
Tliey are now enlisted only in the Pioneers, and os artillciy, 
and tent Lascars. The former Corps, one of the most 
useful in the army, is composed almost entirely of this 
degraded class, than whom there exists not m all India, a 
braver, more efficient, or zealous body of troops. I beg 
it to be understood, ho'reever, that though the preceding 
remarks arc intended, in particular, for the Madras native 
army, yet they are almost equally applicable to those of the 
two other Presidencies. 

At the time this Journal comroences, whilst our four 
European rc^ments were fully officered, each native bat- 
talion of the same strength had a Captain commandant, 
an European Adjutant, assistant-surgeon, and six or eight 
subalterns attached to it; and the Captain, having more 
power than a Lieutenant-colonel now possesses, and enjoy- 
ing enormous allowances and immunities, it was con- 
sidered a ^articulai mark of favour, or good fortune, to 
obtain the command of a native corps. 

These troops, while they are the most orderly, tractable, 
and willing soldiers in the world, have regularly advanced 
in discipline with their noble companions in his Majesty’s 
service, the King’s regiments in India; and both have 
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gone hand m hand to subdue every foe who has dared to 
oppose them I need scarcely add, that the native forces 
in India are now completely and permanently officered , 
and that those of the Madras estaMisbmeat at present 
amount to eight regiments of cavalry, and hfty-two of 
infantry, though certainly, the greatest improvement 
which the native service has experienced, is the regulation 
which ohhges every European officer to study the native 
languages, and ivhich excludes from regimental staff ap- 
pointments all officers who cannot pass an examination m 
some native language 


TANJORE 

Out troops being returned to Tanjore, I have now 
leisure to eay someUung about that kingdom, a lMah> 
rattah principality, situated m the very heart of the Car- 
natic, composed of a people whose manners, religion, and 
language, differ almost equally cssentiallj from the orminal 
natives, and their JIussulman conquerors, whoso states 
entirely surround them The kingdom of Tanjore is not 
very extensive , hut being remarkably well supplied with 
water, it s fertility and beauty have justly obtained for it 
the title of " the Garden of the Carnatic ’ TIic capital, 
from whence the country is named, is composed of two 
strong stone forts, adjoining each other on a plain, and 
well containing several lofty Hindoo Pagodas, Ui(» like of 
which arc no when, to be met with m the Mahraltah em- 
pire The large fort, being about four miles m circum- 
ference, contained llie RajnVs palace, and the houses of nil 
the grandees and principal men of his court , and at tins 
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time also inclitdctl barracVs and public buildings for two 
corps of natiTC soldierJ The small r fort >ns not more 
thaii ft tmle m circumfi-rcnce* and contained magaiincs, 
barracbs for on I uropoan regiment, store-rootns, num and 
otbcT guard rooms, a Clmrcb, and a fiscs court, and vtas 
gi\cn up entirely and cxclusisclj to tlie nngUsh The 
norbs of both, though irregular, arc strong, and will 
bmlt of stone, wilb a wide and di^p ditch, full of alli- 
gators, ft good fossebraj, many large casaUers, and on 
one, ft Tcmarbablc iMalabar gun made of barn of iron 
hooped over, the l>ore of ftlnch was upwards of two feet in 
diameter Tlie rnghsh bad acreral gardcn-Iiouscs oul- 
Bidc, and the garrison cnjojcd the pleasure and vanol) of 
shooting and Imnting-partics, in all directions, without 
any conlroul, whilst the ncinit) of Tnchinopolj, licing 
only thirty miles distant, gaic us opjiortunilics of visiting 
our friends there, and of occasionaUj meeting them m our 
excursions 


TnicjnvH on 

This place, so famous m easlcm historj, was garrisoned 
hy one European and two native regiments, with some 
artillery it was then the capital of a district, and being 
now the head quarters of the southern division of the 
army, has alwajs been a delightful station The fort, on 
oblong square, about Ihreomdes in circumference, is built 
of stone, upon a plain, m a most fertile valley, and con- 
tains a rochyhill of considerable licight and dimensions 
within It s walls On the sutnmitof the rock is the palace 
of the ^abob of the Cnmatic, to whom, in days of yore, 

SOL I C 
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the whole country belonged, and in which some of his 
relations always resided. There are many good houses 
and public buildings inside, but cantonments have been 
built about three miles outside, for all the troops, except-* 
ing those on immediate duty. The ditch of this place 
also contains alligators , and they are to be met with, not 
only in the adjacent nrer, but m every tank m the neigh- 
bourhood Havmg, m so abort a space, mentioned three 
places infested by these amphibious monsters, I must add, 
that I have never met with them in the ditch of any other 
place of consequence in the country 

The Cauvery nver, which is here some hundred yards 
bioad, runs within half a mile of the north face of the 
fort, and aepirates it from the far-famed Pagodas of 
Sermgham and Jumboo Kistoab, so long used as posts 
by the French and Mysoreans, in 1761 and 1762 Ser- 
iDgham IS Situated on an island m the nver, of consider- 
able extent, on which are also to be found the remains of 
some unfinished Pagodas, and rums of others of enormous 
dimensions It is m many parts covered with deep jungle, 
abounding with game of every description, from the tiger 
to the quad , indeed, at that time, it was by far the most 
productive spot in the Carnatic, and was therefore con- 
stantly resorted to by nil sportsmen This being also a 
capital cml station, there ore many delightful f^arden- 
houscs outside, and the finest fruit and vegetables m Uie 
Carnatic are to be found there 
Tlie )car 1794 produced nothing of a public nature 
wortJi recording, but, amongst other excursions, having 
visited Negapatam, I may as well mikc some mention of 
it here 
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NrCVPATVM, 

The principal Ecltlcmcnt of the Dutch, on the Coro- 
mandel coast, 13 situated on the sea shore, about one 
hundred miles south of Pondtclierry, and sivtj cast of 
Tanjorc It nas formerly a phee of consequence, and 
earned on a considerable trade both nith Europe and 
other parts of India, particularly to the eastward, but was 
then on the decline Of the fort itself, only some enor- 
mous misshapen masses of masonry remained, to point out 
where it hod once stood, and liow strong tlie works must 
have been, before they were destroyed by the Englisli 
The town, though partly deserted, was still a ^ery neat 
one, containing several wide streets, with substantial 
houses on both sides, m wluch all the remamtng mhnbi- 
tants resided, amongst whom were some respectable 
families, and as every article of hfe was comparatively 
reasonable, they st\U contrived, with hardly any ccteraal 
intercourse, to spin out a dull and peaceful existence, en- 
joying their pipe and dram, without even enquiring what 
was going forward in the surrounding world If their 
counlrjmen in Europe are styled phlegmatic, what term 
can be applicable to their stiU more apathetic onental 
brethren I have met wth many, but only in their own 
homes, who boasted that they had been thirty or forty 
years in the same house, and never went outside of the 
place they were living in’ They never complain, or en 
qmie bow others get on , and as long as the mere neces- 
saries of life arc to be procured, they are contented 

Having sufieicd from an attack of liver complaint, I 
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left Tanjorc in July tins jear, and went, on leave, to Cal- 
cutta, t/rt Madras, there became a Benedict, and returned 
e&ily rti 1795 , when, being removed to a corps at Madura, 

I joined accordingly, ira Tranquebar and Tanjore 

AIADUIIA, 

Formerly the capital of an extensive and n ealthy king- 
dom, but now only the head-quarters of a distnct, it* si 
tuated on a level and well-cultivated plain, through which 
a broad nver and several lesser streams, constantly mean 
dering, insure it’s fertility It is about eighty miles south 
of Tnchinopoly, and nearly the same distance from Tanjore 
The walls of the city, neatly three miles in extent, and built 
of stone, with a broad and deep ditch, are now quite out of 
repair, and could never have been deemed strong , but the 
remains of some of the roost elegant and durable specimens 
of Indian architecture arc to be met with m this place, 
particularly the rums of Tnmulnaig s palace, and his thou- 
sand pillared choultry The hand of time, and the more 
destructive paws of mischievous man, have in vam combined 
to destroy these inestimable vestiges of former science and 
grandeur hole apartments, and parts of others, particu- 
larly arched roofs of v anous dimensions, composed of hnck 
and chunam, now one inseparable moss, have withstood 
cv cry wanton clTort to destroy them , and, in many places, 
where such roofs have been ongmally supported by wooden 
pillars, large beams and frame-work, the more penslnbK 
parts have been extracted or laboriously dug out and re- 
mo\ed, without at all injuring tlie mon. permanent ma- 
sonry whilst even some few ttaces arc still to be found of 
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various coloured stucco, or fine cliunim, with ^\hich tlie 
iiliole had ‘been faced and finished. There v^ere also se- 
veral large and elegant Pagodas in perfect repair, which 
were mamtamed, at the Company’s expense, in great splen- 
dour. One alone, at a great distance from the rest, having 
been formerly polluted by Europeans, by being used as a 
magaiine, remained unattended and unoccupied, and served 
as a gateway to a gentleman’s compound The garrison 
at this time consisted of one native corps, which had bar- 
raebs and bouses m the fort , and of a king’s regiment, 
cantoned near Secundermally, a famous hill about five 
miles to the southward The commanding officer* had 
on elegant house neai the centre, considerably raised 
from the ground, with a capital garden attached to it, 
the Paymaster lived m a very roomy building, of eastern 
architecture, about two miles to the northward, across 
the nver, called FortDefiance Captain John Bannerman, 
commanding our corps, resided in a delightful bungalow. 


• Tnends of my youth! how can I mention the place where jou 
presided, the house m which you dwelt, and pass over id silence the 
lind and hospitable proprietors* A. taistaieQ idea regarding the deli 
cacy of mentioning a family, some members of which are stiU in exist- 
ence, led me, rn the first instance, to omit the name of Major Trancis 
Gowdie, Uien Commander of Madura lie waj the faOier of his little 
community, and his lady, our kind andalTectionate mother I date not 
say more , their house ivas opcato all their children , and many, many a 
happy hour have we spent thetem hind and considerate to all, then 
friendship was particuWly enjoyed by a young couple, from that time, 
through ll e various vicissitudes of an Indian hfe nor dimimshe 1 by 
the senior becoming Commander m editef He died many vears ago, in 
Scotland, but his memory is sbll niost affectionately cherished in their 
leans 
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RAMNAO, 

The capital of a district Tins fort, which then belong- 
ed to the Nabob of Arcot, lies about sixty miles to 
the south-eastward of Madura, and ten or twelve from the 
sea shore Tlie walls were of bnch, and had some ditches, 
but it IS not very exlensise, and was neser a formidable 
place indeed it is only interesting to Indians, as having 
been, for upwards of thirty years, the residence of Colonel 
Martmz, of the Nabob’s *>eTvice , who commanded the 
place, as well as a regularly drscrplinecl provincial haffi- 
lion, bearing lus ow n name 

OfalUhebospitableraenm the most hospitable country m 
thewoild, this extraordinary old gentleman stood foremost 
Ue had a large well-furnished house, and received with a 
hearty welcome as hw guests, all who chose to come to it 
He had a cellar, or go-down, as it is there styled, full of the 
choicest liquors, and amongst the rest, pipes of Madeira 
of various ages, slung by ropes from thereof, to which he 
decreed an “ Europe voyage ’ as he called it, every time the 
door was opened, by making a servant swing them about 
for some minutes His wine was never fined, and seldom 
bottled, but drawn for immediate use He was a man of 
few words, and directed his servants, by knapping his fin- 
gers, or by whistling A native of Savoy, or Portugal, of 
^ a diminutive form, being under the middle size, with a vis 
age more resemblmg a baboon than the human species, 
and manners the roost uncouth and outre. Colonel Mai tmz 
was still the father of his corps, and the kind friend of all 
lus little community, and, to sum up his character in a 
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few words, was generally known, much beloTcd, and wanted 
only the outward forms of religion, to be universally re- 
spected and esteemed. Passing through this place to the 
sea coast, and having completed our task at Altangary, the 
detachment returned to Madura j and at the same time a 
force, sailmg from I^Iadras, attacked and captured Tnneo- 
mallee, after a few days’ skirmishing 

TRINCOMALLEE 

The harbour of Tnncomallee, situated near the north- 
eastern extremity of the island of Ceylon, is one of the best 
in India ; it was defended by numerous works nnd might 
have given us much trouble to take it, but fortunately the 
garrison were mostly quiet merchants and mechanics, who, 
by a protracted defence, would have haaarded their all foi 
the bubble reputation, and therefore very speedily surren- 
dered. The troops destined for the conquest of the Dutch 
possessions on the western shore of the island, then assem- 
bled at Pamiseram, in January 1796, consisting of three 
European, and five native corps, under the command of 
Colonel Stewart*, of his Majesty’s 72d rcgiraenL 

RAMISERAAI 

Tins island, about ten or twelve miles Ion", and 
half that breadth, and which is situated at the head of the 

• ColonelStcwart wis awyold and nperienccd officer, well known 
an 1 at lhal time mvieli liked by llie Madras army , I e went by the fami- 
liar appclhUon of Old Itow Iteliceed from tlie government of Ceylon, 
hcaflerwanls became Commauder inchiefat^Iadras, and relurncil to 
Furopc in 1C08 
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gulph of Matiaar, is separated from llic mam land of Iht 
pcmnsula, by a narrow ferry, and from Ceylon, by Adam s 
bridge and the island of Manaar It’s Pagodas, celebrated 
all over India for Ibeir sanctity, arc at the eastern end of 
the island, thej are lofty, and in good repair, tbongliof 
great antiquitj The Brahmins have a neat little village 
m the neighbourhood, and there isa fine square stone tanh, 
with a small island in the centre, lunng the unwary to de- 
alruclion, for it’s approach appears cleat of all impediments 
1 had swam across to looV at it’s images, and returning, 
carelessly allowed ray legs to sinL beneath me, when they 
were immediately entangled m weeds, which pulled me 
under water two or three times , until, at length, I tore 
them up from the bottom m the struggle, and reached the 
bank with great dilEcuUy, dragging behind me several ihm 
cords of many feet in length Although it is not very 
liLelj that any of my readers may have occasion to try the 
same espenment, yet I could not resist the temptation of 
holding out a warning to those who might be led into a 
similar danger, through simdar inadvertency 

Here, on very good ground, tlic troops were encamped as 
they arrived , and about the 10th of January we took our 
final departure, in large open boats , crossing under the 
bndge, as it is called, we coasted along, by Arepoo, Calpen- 
teen, 8k,c , runnmg on shore every evening, to cook and eat 
our diurnal meal, and sleep on the beach, but without 
any shelter from the weather, which being particu- 
larly inclement, we generally had our clothes wet through 
all night, and dried donog the day upon our bodies ex- 
periencing both extremes m the course of the twenty four 
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hours Our first rendezvous was Negumbo, ibout thirty 
miles north of Columbo, then m thccnemj 's possession Our 
flotilla being drawn up in order, a landing was efl'eclcd, and 
we found the works abandoned without resistance 
Here, then, we landed our stores, camp-cquipage, 8i.c,as 
also the fascines and gabions we had made, under the 
erroneous impression that we were not likely to find ma- 
terials in Ceylon, the best wooded country in the world, 
and I may as well anticipate the catastrophe, by remark- 
ing, that they were afterwards all served out to the Bom- 
bay Grenadier battalion, at Columbo, for firewood ' the __ 
useless cost and labour being earned to tbe account of 
eicperience and geographical knowledge Leaving our 
boats to carry on the heavy articles, for which cuttle could 
not be procuicd, the army marched by land, and arrived 
withmfour miles of Columbo, without meeting the slightest 
resistance, as it was not until after wc had crossed a broad 
and rapid river, that the enemy attempted to impede our 
approach 


COLUMBO 

Advancing at daylight, ne crossed the great ferry, called 
Grand Pass, and forming on the otlier side, moved on, 
uncertain what reception we were likely to experience, 
when all of a sudden a peal of musquetry, and shower of 
balls, arrested our attention A body of eight hundred or 
one thousand Malays, followed by Dutch troops, gave ua 
this sa'liitalion whicli being returned with interest, they 
immediately took to flight, leaving, amongst others, n 
Colonel mortally wounded on the ground His remains 
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were interrctl with mjlilnty honours^ nnd ^'e tool^ «p our 
almost peaceable abode m the pettab and enurons, about 
tao o’clock the next daj baxing, liox^evcr, bad a mo,t 
Ttdiculous alarm during the nighty wliicli teniimatcd fa- 
tally for one of our comrades. Heing rtb ibe adxance, I 
x%as posted m a thick groxe, \ntU one of the picqucls for 
the night, the next parlj to us was furnished by the 
Bombay grenadier battalion, in similar ground. All tbc 
sentries were loaded, and told to cballengc dislmclly wny 
one who approached them, and, if not satisfactorily an- 
swered, to fire at the object The mgUtxvas dark, and 
all had rcmaiued still, tdl towards morning, ivhcn sud- 
denly, " WTvo comes there was bellowed out from the 
Bombay post, and immediately after the report of two 
musqueta, followed by others, resounded through the 
grove “railin’ failin’ prime and load’” followed on 
our part, to which a dead silence ensued , and then one of 
those uncertain pauses, the most trying to the nerves and 
patience of a soldier Matters remaining m this slate for 
some time, we ventured to enquire what bad occurred to 
our comrades on the nght, and found that a budalo had 
suddenly advanced on twodrowsy Ducks,* and, not having 
the countersign, was immediately fired at, the remainder 


• The Bombay army are gCBcrally dcugnalcd “ D icAs, petbaps from 
their Presidency being situated oa a small island The Bengalees are 
denominated from a habit of exclaiming “ Aoey fcyel” “vsho 

IS iherel lotheu domestics, ssbea TWioiring iheir aUendance, and ihc 
die XUdrasees ate dcsigoaied by the appcllaiioii of “ Mulh , ' from ihc 
the circumstance of always using a Vind of hoi soup, yclepe 1 Mul 
1iSalawny,lneraUy peppet water, at Iheit meals, paniculariy supper 
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of Ojc picquct turning out, loaded their pieces, and also 
commenced finng, iihen a shot from a better marksman 
than the rest killed one of our oim sentries, and was even 
fired so close to him, sls actutdly to blow away a part of 
the poor fellow’s mouth The fact was, tliat drowsiness 
had obtameiL such complete possession of the guard, that 
on their being thus suddenly %Takcncd, they were quite 
unable to recognize each other in the dark 

Ncgociations having commenced between Colonel Ste- 
wart and the Dutch Governor general. Van Anglcback, we 
remained inactive for a few days, when, on the ICth of 
February, the whole of their possessions on the island 
were ceded to us by capitulation, in trust for the Prince of 
Orange, and the fort was instantly taken possession of by 
our troops m liis name , our corps, the Dth battalion of 
Native infantry, being detached to Point de Galle, sixty 
miles south, to receive cha^cor,and garnson that fortress 
Columbo the capital of the Dutch on Ceylon, is a place 
of considerable consequence and strength, from it's na- 
tural position, as well as from it s works, which were nu- 
merous and in good condition The fort, which is exten- 
sive, contained many capital dwelling houses, including 
the Governor s palace, which is a most superb building 
The pettah had also several good houses, churches. Sec , 
in It, and m the place altc^cther, were many respectable 
inhabitants Without a chance of relief, it would have 
been madness to have held out, and by an early capilu- 
Valvow, pmate pTOp^ily -was not only preservea, but all 
the different public servants obtained pensions from our 
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government Columbo is also n place of great traffic by 
sea, the loail-slead being cxlreracly safe and commodious, 
particulatlj dunng the norlh-castcm monsoorus 

But of all the novelties nhich then presented tJjcin- 
selves to our vicn, the Cinnamon gardens allracted our 
’ earliest attention, though that plant is non common 
nearly all over India , and many were the good trees, cut 
down for walhing slicks, ns well as to eccutc tlic bark, 
without cQMidcration of the senous injurj thus done to 
the future produce Tvo sooner were the English pro- 
claimed m aulhonlj, and installed m quiet possession of 
some of the permanent dwellings m the place, than mer 
chants and hawkers of all descriptions, came pouring m 
with tlieir goods , amongst which were a great variety of 
precious atones, some nchly set m gold, and ofTered for 
very moderate pnccs, whilst all were declared, mirnbile 
dictu ' to be the veritable produce of this Hindoo Para- 
dise , — diamonds, emeralds, rubies, sapphires, amethysts, 
topazes, cats-eyes, and cinnamon stones, the two latter, 

I believe, being almost exclusively to be found on this 
island Then, in the cabinet way, small boxes of various 
forms made of tortoise shell, calamandcr, rcemhout ebony, 
and satin wood, all equally new to us, as they were really 
very beautifully finished , whilst even the vendors them- 
selves were subjects of equal wonder and amazement to 
us so matenally did they differ from all the natives of the 
continent Tlie principal native merchants m Ceylon, are 
Lubbies.adegenerateraceof Mussulmans and Chmgalese, 
the aborigines of the country, whilst sti-angc to say, Hin- 
dostanec is Greek even to the former, who generally 
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Our first march «as to Callura, twenty eight miles from 
Columbo , the road, which is generally close to the sea- 
shore, being broad and well shaded by cocoa-nut and 
cashew trees , and, having crossed abroad, deep and rapid 
nver m boats, we relieved the garrison of this romantic and 
interesting spot The fort, built upon a small hill on the 
southern banh, which commands the ferry and all the ad- 
jacent country, is a beautiful little post, and in excellent 
repair The town itself, having the Government-house at 
the extremity next Uie fort, is about half a mile from it, 
and contains many neat and comfortable dwellings, with 
a few respectable resident Dutch families , whilst, further 
lip the nier, are some of the most lovelj plantations to be 
met with in any part of the world Our next march was 



I79G] RrMiMScrvcr® • 

to Bcntott, tlicnce toBillitott, and on the 22iid wc rcacli 
ed Point dc GiUe 

M} first Journal , containing the details of this march, 
were unfortunately lost m after times, andlhaic there 
fore, now nothing hut my Tecolleclion to depend upon, for 
memoranda of Cejlon After reluming to "Madura, and 
bringing my family a distance of fi\c hundred miles over 
land I uas at first appointed to command Caltura, but 
Major Agnew, Uicn Adjutant-general m Cejlon, most 
hindly and strongly recommending me to Colonel Stcuart, 
I was speeddy made Port-adjutant and Paymaster of 
Point dc Galle, to which place I consequently returned 
early in October 
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CHAPTER II. 

Point dc Galle — Sin^lar vtatimcct of Hotional II<i enge — . ^[ndura — * 
Dreadful Clifnalt of UTatuhjtalam — Pallameotlali — Cascades of 
Papanasstim and CourltiUitm — Tulaconne — the Pohgnr War — 
Skirmish at Pelhavunthally — PunjalumeoorcAy ratlure of Ike first 
Assault— Siege and CaptisTt 

POINT DE GALLE 

The fort of Galle, ststy miles south of Columbo, built on 
a rocky point of land, forming the northern boundary of a 
good harbour, about fire miles m circumference, which it 
completely commands, is a place of considerable extent, and 
the fortifications were then in a state of complete repair. 
Like Columbo, it was crowded inth capital and substantial 
buildings, and bad a Goremor’e palace, and Commandant's 
quarters, into tbe bargain. Eciog surrounded on three 
sides by tbe sea, the strongest works were, of cour<!e on 
the land side, which is unluckily commanded by an ex- 
tensile woody hill, within breaching distance It con- 
tained many very respectable families, and a garrison the 
native part of which was disbanded, and the Europeans 
pensioned The Governor, Mr Pretz, a man of rank and 
education, deliiered up the place immediately, and was 
permitted, pro tempore, to retain tbe Government-house, 
m which he gave nil the English officers a grand dinner 
the first day Tlie utmost cordiality subsisted betw ecn us 
from the very first, and the English and Dutch speedily 
became one commumtv Tlie Inrboiir is la^gg 





comratKllOu^, and ships of from fiit ta tight hundTcti 
tons* maj enter and lie there in perfect saftt), for about 
eight months m the jear though the fiouth-u cittern 
monsoon driving in a long sucll renders it cxlrenitl) 
dangerous at lint season, when the wa>c^ npidly n«e 
and fall from ten to twelve ftet, and Ihouji a vessel 
might he generally in deep enough water there, yet from 
the sudden ns\ng, and, cons«iucntly , falling of the sea, 
the situation of any ship then at anchor, must he particu- 
larly perilous 

As the road for the whole way from Colombo is excel 
lent 80 IS the one nearly all round this harbour on the 
sea beach, which is peculiarly firm at low water, and there 
ere some pleasant garden houses dose to the road in the 
circle The climate is delightful and hero my remarks 
on the temperature of Calcutta arc particularly verified , 
since though w ithm six degrees of the line, Point dc Gallo, 
excepting in the months of December and January , is con- 
siderably cooler the whole year round than Calcutta m 
twenty-one The country m the neighbourhood is beau- 
tifully diversified by lull and dale, and wood and water , 
and there are several small posts m the interior, to which 
we resorted on parlies of pleasure generally in boats, hy 
means of a lake and rivulet flowing through it 
On the opposite side of the harbour also was a watering 
place, to which we used to sail across on shooting and 
fishing excursions, it was not accessible by Ian I, having 

' In the year 1707 two Urge Ind oiaeR f«U) la len were bra jgl t in 
V to Ue ptoucir t troTn *'CTcey s vpndtm anl s V^c| r Uy rm y si | s 

of s Ur 1 urtl ei ontrrel in perfe t ty 
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high woody mountains m tlie back ground , and «n this 
low spot, a fine clear spring m the sand furnishes water 
for all the ships which require it 

Dunog the occapancy of the Dutch, Point do GaHe had 
been the capital of a district, haring several inferior de- 
pendencies, where petty chiefs exercised an arbitrary con- 
tronl, apparently httle sulyect to superior authority , such 
an inference may, at least be fairly drawn from the fol- 
lowing tragic incident, which happened immediately after 
we had taken possession of tlie island 
A Mr Van Schooler of the Dutch Cml service, was 
chief of Matura, about thirty miles sooth east of Point de 
Galle, and had the character of being a very cruel and un- 
kind ruler , — amongst many other acts of oppression laid 
to his charge, he was accused of liavmg ordered an aged 
^lalay domestic to be tied up and flowed to death 
"Whether the lallictjon was excessive, or whether he was at 
all aware of the probable result, I could never learn, but 
the plain fact that the poor old man perished under the 
lash was undisputed, leaving a son, a powerful young 
man, m his murderer s service This gentleman, bein" re- 
lieved by an officer of our corps at Matura, returned wath 
Ins family to Point de Gallc, where he possessed a delight- 
ful garden liou«e, and every comfort which riches could 
procure and being a man of respectable family, and well 
connected, he had married a lady of considerable personal 
charms, who, unlike himsclf.boreamost cvcellontcharactcr, 
and was much esteemed by both Europeans and natiies 
A point of honour among the Malaj s, too httle attended 
to or understood, is revenge for every injury or insult. 
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imagmat) or real, and always sougUt m a manner which 
lea>es the object hltle ot no chance of escape hut m 
pamlmg the chancter of the dro%er Rohm Aig» Sir Walter 
Scott has described the Malay so fully to the life, I need 
only refer to that innmtahle author for a perfect rlluslnlion 
The extinction of the Dotch power in Cejlon, and per- 
haps a verj erroneous notion of our criminal jurisdiction, 
induced the Malays to consider this as a faiourahlc op- 
portumtj for carrying mlo eflcct tlicir summary applica- 
tion of the Lex taliOQi'i Among the principal native in- 
habitants at Galle, resided a man called Noor John, the 
Prince of the Malays, to whom all the rest looked up, and 
who was much respected by the Dutch government This 
man, getting hold of Mr Van Schooler’s Malay servants, 
insisted on their taking vengeance for the death of the 
old man , and the more to encourage the son to perpetrate 
the deed, while the test were to connive at it, and protect 
him from without, he gave him his own creese, or dagger 
The young man, whoso name was Gabong, readily agreed , 
and they proceeded together to the house, where Gaboo, 
the confidential slave of Mr Van Schooler, opened the 
door for them, and secreted Gabong under Ins master s 
bed 

The lady and gentleman retired to rest as usual and 
being more than ordinarily drowsy, he almost immedi- 
ately fell fast asleep Mrs Van Schooler sat up reading 
her Bible for eome time, and then prepared to foUo\% him 
She was m her seventh month of pregnancy, and, like 
many mothers in the same state, was under considerable 
anvicly of mind, imagining that she should not surviic 
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licr confini-nionl She laul do\Mi, oml Mas jusl falling 
asleep, Mlien sfic M-as awakened I)j Koniething mosjng un* 
dcr the bed , she immediately awoke her Imsband, told him 
what she Ind felt, and entreated him to got up and look 
there , but no entreaties could induce him to shake off Ins 
drowsy fit, he grumbled, and immediately slept again 
OiercomcMith fatigue, she had at length fallen into an 
uneasy shimbcr, when, roused by a deep groan she opened 
hcrejes, to behold her husband weltering in lus blood, 
and a min standing beside him with a creese m his hand 
llegardlcss of all jicrsonil danger, but intent on saiing 
her liusbaniJ, tins deioted wife sprang from the bed, ran 
round to the other side, and immcdiatcl) seized the mur- 
derer b) the hair He struggled to got awaj, but twisting 
the locks round hcrhands,6hc persisted mholdtnghmi, and 
calhogloudl) for assistance In this minner he dragged 
her to tlie door, when, turning about, he said, " Let mego. 
madam, I do not wish to hurt you , ’ but she screamed, 
and pre\ented his departure by mam strength, until at 
length he turned round and stabbed her m the stomach 
She fell, and he escaped llow long this unfortunate pair 
continued without assistance, wasnever exactly known, hut 
the ne-ct daj, they were found b} our medical men, nbo 
had been called in, both lying m the same room, m which 
the husband shortly afterwards expired, and was carried 
out, when she >va> ed her hand towards, him, and said she 
should soon follow The wound in her stomach was sewed 
up, and for some days hopes were entertained of her re- 
covery , while m the mean time every exertion was made to 
trice the murderer, and the servant!, of the house being 
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confined on suspicion, Gaboo roluntccrcd a confession. It 
Mould appear that the murderer, Gabonj, had been turned 
off prerihusly, and immediately after the perpetration of 
the bloody deed, had absconded. He was, however, 
speedily apprehended, and brought back a prisoner, though 
then having very short hair, it was feared that he was not 
the man. Being, however, along with several others, who 
had been confined on suspicion, brought into the room 
where his victims lay, Mrs. Van S. immediately pointed him 
out, and made oath to UU indenlity. StiU he asserted that 
she was mistaken, when solemnly, and with a firm voice, 
sho exclaimed,— “ No, Gabong t you cannot deceive me, 
although you have had your hair cut off since. I am now 
on the brink of eternity, and I swear, that this man is the 
murderer of my husband.” She lived but to secure tbc 
conviction of the murderer, and her unborn child penshed 
with her. 

'The traitor Gaboo turning king's evidence, the rest were 
tried, and Noor John and Gabong found gnilty, and sen- 
tenced to be hanged: which sentence requiring the con- 
fitmation of General Stewart, the English Governor at 
Colombo, great interest was made by both tlie Dutch 
, ^governors for the Prince’s life, but in vam ; a feeling of 
great anxiety being enneed by the whole of the Dutch 
community, to have a pnbhc execution of both the cri- 
minals. They had their wish, as soon as an answer could 
be received j and both prisoners were hanged on two gib- 
bets erected in front of the garden, where the deed nas 
perpetrated, in the presence of all the men and most of the 
women of the place ; many Dutch ladies of respectability 
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being Been in the foremost ranks of spcctntors, exulting m 
the agonies of the poor mistaken wretches, who were thus 
burned into eternity. The Pnnee died hardened m his 
guilt, and not only refused all ghostly advice or assistance, 
but even kicked a Malay pnest out of his cell , and in- 
sisted, that m hanging him for only aiding a fellow- 
creature in his just revenge, the English would be answer- 
able for all the sms he had ever committed during his life 
He ivas a remarkably handsome, active young man, and 
his dying struggles lasted for several minutes Gabong, 
on the other hand, received the same priest with mildness, 
even acknowledged his error, prayed to Heaven for for- 
giveness, and died without a struggle 

Here, as a contrast to the foregoing tale, I cannot help 
relating a similar occurrence, which terminated in a very 
different manner In a part of the suburbs, very little le- 
mored from the garden house m question, there resided 
two Dutch boors , the one a cadaverous looking monster, 
about forty years of age, and the other a fine, healthy, 
cheerful young man Tliey nere near neighbonr<, apparent 
fnends, and both carried on the same trade, of retail 

venders of hoHands and other spirituous liquors, “Hnic 

xtlec lachryma ’ A party of the Royid Artillery had ac- 
companied us to GoIIe, and our soldiers had found nut 
these enticing, welcome giving landlords , and whether it 
was that the joung man sold the cheapest liquors, or that 
John Bull preferred the company of an Adonis to that of 
Beelzebub T could not nghtly ascertain , but certes the 
joungest dealer, in a few days, had all the custom It 
was a warm evening, in the month of April when scvcml 
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of our soldiCR liad asscmWcd, to cool tbemsclves with ft 
refreshing draught, at the house of the junior retailer , 
nhen, to their astonishment, the elder came in, and with 
apparent good humour parlooV. of thevr fare Although 
fond of good liquor, m moderation, otir menu ere hj no 
means drunkards, and at the osoal hour they reUted, leav- 
ing the two rival innkeepers together At midnight a 
most dismal hue and cry brought a croud to the house in 
question nhen the landlord uas found extended on the 
floor, stabbed to the heart, and perfectly dead A long 
sharp pointed knife was found near the body, still reeking 
with his blood An instant search was made, and, crouch- 
ing in a comer of the next room. Van Beeltebub was 
found Dragged forth to the light, and charged uilh the 
crime, he solemnly protested his innocence , but was 
thrown into prison, and tried for murder This, houever, 
did not take place till the men who possessed the presump- 
tive proofs I have mentioned had quitted the island , 
and the only evidence to the fact was a little girl, the 
orphan daughter of the deceased, who distinctly stated 
that she first saw the monster sitting behind hei father, 
dnnkmg, and then saw him strike a blon from behind, 
which laid her parent bfeless at liis feet, on which she van 
out, screaming for assistance The knife, 1 think, was 
also proved to be his property, but the girl being under 
age, the evidence was declared faulty , and at the same 
time that the two mistaken heathens paid, with their lives, 
the forfeit for a breach of out law, Ibis nominal chnstian, 
this monster, who, without even the horribly palliating 
circumstances which they could plead had in cold blood 
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stabbed a fellow-creature to the heart, was acquitted, and 
set loose again to repeat his crimes f need scarcely add, 
that although the law had released him, he was ever 
after held in utter detestation by all ranks ; and had he 
not enjoyed a small pension, as a prisoner of ^va^, must 
have actually starved 


MATURA, 

Situated on the bank of a fine nver, about thirty-two miles 
nearly east from Point de Galle, and four miles west from 
Dunder Headj is a most romantic spot The town is on 
the eastern side, having a verypretty little star fort on the 
western bank of the nver, with a wooden bridge across, 
and a Kedan * to cover the town , these two works forming 
on admirable tite dn pent The Government house, as in 
all these stations, is a very excellent one , and there were 
several others in good repair, as well as a few dehghtful 
plantations up the river This out-of-the-way place pro- 
duces some of the finest kinds of fruit on the island, par- 
ticularly oranges and plantains, which are sent in abund- 
ance even to Columbo Of the latter there is a, great 
vanety of species, some of which very much resemble a 
mnter pear in taste , and a small hill mango of exquisite 
flavour, not larger than a gooseberry In the vicinity of 
Matura numerous elephants are annually taken, by being 
decoyed into an extensive and massy trap, called a Kiaale , 
and all tbe country round abounds m wild game i* 

* A military term for a particular out work 

f In this neighbourhood 1 1 id a most providential escape from two 
wild buffalos I svu out snipe-shooUng, when I saw them learing along 
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At Dunder Head there is an old Hindoo temple, and 
the remains of nn extensive Btone-pillared choultry ; hut 
all the Chittgalc^e are Boodlsta, having the image in a 
large building, like oar bungalows. 


MASULlPATAil. 

Having remained at Point de Galle for three years, 
early in 17D9 it was my unhappy lot to be appointed 
Foit-adjutant and Vostmaaler at Maawlipatam, a place far 
exceeding Calcutta in heat, without any of it’s counter- 
balancing advantages. Of all the semt-infcmal stations 
iu the East Indies, the interior of this fort is tlic most 
trj'ing to an European constitution. Erected on a low 
sandy swamp, and having one face washed by a branch of 
the Kistnah river, it is exactly ten degrees and a half more 
to the northward than Point do Galle, and tlirec more than 
Madras. The vicinity to the sea might also have been 
expected to do something towards cooUng the air, but the 
nature of the soil completely counteracts it’s balmy cfiects, 
and the inhabitants, both inside and out, ate m a continual 
stew from one end of tlie year to the other. The soldier’s 
usual description is, indeed, extremely apposite; that 
“ there is only a sheet of brown paper between it and 
Pandemonium !” 


low^uls roe; but liappily, tenor lent roe presence of rmnd enough to 
force myself through a very ihicV hedge, and he down on the other aide, 
uhere they passed me at full speed, and I saw no more of them I 
baye, more than once, with ball from a douhle^barrelled gun, brought 
down a wild bull with each barrel; butthenlwaa prepared; and the 
bull cannot he compared with, the buf^lo, for either strength or fierce- 
ness 
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The fort IS an ettenstvo irregular polygon, with largo 
bastions, and a >iide and deep ditch Theuorhs, budtof 
brick, were in excellent repair. An European regiment 
occupied the bamcks, and three nntn e corps were can- 
toned outside, m the Dcltah, which is very extensive, and 
about a mile and a half in the interior , the communica- 
tion being over d dreary Bwamp, now dried up, on which 
neither tree nor shrub could exist It being a place of 
much consequence, and the head quarters of the northern 
division, many excellent garden-houses have been built at 
a distance of two and three miles from the fort, m which 
all the dmaion staiT and civilians resided , but even there, 
the sand rendered visiting a perfect adventure 
The land wind, which generally blows here from Hlarch 
till August, and very violently all May, coming over an 
extensive parched plain, is heated to a degree almost in- 
credible, and positively resembles air passing through a 
furnace At this time no European is allowed to stand 
sentry, and even natives perish by exposure to the blasting 
influence of this Eastern sirocco , m which birds fre- 
quently fall down dead, while passing through it The 
greatest heat generally commences about eight or nine 
o’clock, A M , and lasts, sometimes, with increasing force, 
till noon, or even three, PM, when a lull 15 succeeded by 
a faint sea breeze, and the poor parched and panting in 
habitants begin to revive In May 1799, the thermome- 
ter withm a solid house, with wet tats at the doors and 
windows, rose to 120* , and all the inferior buildings must 
have had it up to 130 We were actually m a fever 
during it s continuance , but this was only for one day , a 
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succession "of such must hate annilnlated the Tpholc gar- 
rison. Even ^^ith a sea-breeze, the nights vreic alwaja 
close and sufibcating ; yet this place U not considered so 
unhealthy as it is disagreeable. 

PAUJOklCOTTAI!. 

Having been promoted in the end of the year 1799, and 
removed to the 1 st battalion of the 3d regiment, n corps in the 
southern division, I then retraced my steps, through Ma- 
dras, Triehinopoly, and Madura, to the Tinncvclly district, 
and joining the southern field force, ns Quarter-master of 
brigade, encamped near Pallamcottah, which was at that 
time the head-quarters of the district The fort is situated 
upon a fertile plain, about two miles from the rher, with a 
clear nullah tanning a short distance from the walls. It 
is aboat tuo miles m circumference, nearly square, with 
two rows of works all round it, but no ditch ; the inner 
rampart much higher than the outer one, and the whole 
having small round bastions, and short curtains, with four 
gateways in the middle of the faces, covered by square 
redoubts ; the two to the west and south being closed up. 
A capital road led from the notlhcm gate to the towns 
of Tinnevelly and Talchenoor, across the river by a ford, 
ahs'i.’ys 'pa'sa'uy.e, ^ vti \VieTiurt\i- 

cast monsoon. Some pleasantly situated garden-houses 
were close to the road leading to the nver, and the whole 
ofthe surrounding country being well watered and wooded, 
was highly picturesqne and beautiful. 

The town of Tinnevelly, or Tirnawclly, as the natives 
call it, is very large, and contains many wealthy Hindoo 
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mercliants , and Tachenoor, whicli is much smaller, had a 
cavalry cantonment formed nearit The river has its nse 
among some lofty mountains to the westward, and has the 
attraction of a very beautiful cascade, about thirty-two 
miles off, at a place called 

PAPANASSUAI 

Parties from below have traced the mer above the fall 
for about eleven miles, in tlie midst of n oody hills and deep 
jungle, but the exact source of it is, I believe, unknown 
The cascade itself is truly grand , it is not very broad, but 
falls from a very considerable height, m one large stream* 
into an unfathomable pool, from whence a new river seenH 
to issue, meandering through a plain nearly level with th® 
sea The sound of the fall is distinctly heard for a very 
great distance, even m the dry season , and about a tad® 
from It is a handsome substantial Pagoda, built upon the 
bank, with several elegant stone cbouUnes and steps down 
to the water’s edge , where nver Csh, of all sorts and 
sizes, arc to be caught, and tame carp from one to two, and 
even nearly three feet, come to the surface to be fed 
There is also the rum of a building here, asserted to have 
been tlie Palace of the famous Trimulnaig of bladura, m 
whose kingdom all Tinncvelly was then included This 
13 , indeed, altogether one of the wildest and most beautiful 
spots I have ever seen, and the neighbourhood abounds in 
game, particularly pea fowl tigers, ami wild hogs I have 
spent a mouth at a time in this sequestered retreat, merely 
putting up tent walls between the pillars of the cljoultnes, 
and burning fires at night to keep off the tigers, but it 
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nnbc ViSitwl\^iths'\fet},oi\ly b tween the months of Mav 
and August, or September , at all ollitr times a danger- 
ous hiU fever 18 c'clfcmclj prevalent 


COtltTVLIUM 

There is another nver and another cascade in the simc 
range of mountains, about thirty miles to the north of the 
last mentioned and forty miles m a direct Imc from Pal- 
lamcoUab The features of the faUs, as well asof the sur 
round mg objects ate, however, vastly different, though both 
possess beauties peculiar to themselves Here tltc fall is 
not near so high, but it is twice aa broad , and is again so 
subdivided bj projecting rocks, that one part of it answers 
all the purpose of a shower bath, and is much frequented 
for that purpose both by Europeans and natives Here 
also although roanj beautiful forest trees are left, to give 
life to the picture , the country i& well cultivated, and there 
are many gentlemen 8 seats m the neighbourhood which, 
however, can be inhabited only between the months al 
ready mentioned There 13 a beautiful avenue, of some 
miles in length as fat as the fall and several picturesque 
Pagodas and chauUnes,cven to the very foot of it Above 
the fall tracing a wild, nigged foot path in a steep ac 
clmtj , between two tnonntams wth the river a small in 
significant stream, winding through rocks and bushes the 
entetpnsing visitor -niU find a cave, about five miles from 
the foot of the cascade, called Paradise This is formed 
bj nature and the contrast after climbing a steep lull 
exposed to a mendian arm may well entitle vt to such an 
appellation It o\peared to me to le twenty or thirty 
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de-rccs cooler than the country helow , and here we oun 
many trees growing wild, which could not thrive a 
hottom , particularly lichees, a Chinese fruit , an a 
like the English horse chesnut. This place is, lower , 
so infested by tigers, that it behoves all visitors S” 

armed It is of course, by no means surprising, t a ■ 

delightful watering place should be frequented in le 

months by the inhabitants of Madura and Qu.lon as w 

asPallameottah, it being equidistant from both u« I 

seventy miles , from the latter by a pass iii the h, s w 

separate the two countnes of the eastern an 

coasts called the Arangowl Ghaut, and fiom 

Ijy *1 direct road . . 

On the opposite side from PaHamcothli, and 
the same distance on the sea coast, lies 

TUTUCOIllNn, 

j\ handsome harbour for small vcscls, protected h} a" 
island about a mile from the shore and a place o 
sidcrahle trade with Ceylon when in the possewio 
the Dutch It has a large fortified factoiy ^ 

the sea , and a neat little town the front 0 1 h e 

on the sea shore, has somo good houses m it < s 

a short distance from The Pearl and Cliauk Banks m ^ 

GaIfofManaar,tlienamcinIabitaIits about toe t lOlis ^ 

m number, are mostly fisliermcn and Clinstnns "" 
nhen tlie season is over they eateh fisli ... great "h"" 
nnee.wlueh being salted are oamed into the "i'"'" 
sale Their Chustianilj, however, is debaseal h, a ei 
Jimeliou of Homan Catbol.e and Heathen iJelatrj.T 
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distressiog tobcliold ; added to which, their principal Euro- 
pean qualification is dram-drinking, ahich they cany to 
excess. And as the pure Hindoos dcch out and carry in 
procession an annual car, called Hull, or Tare, so these 
mongrel heathens have a similar car, decorated with images 
of our blessed Saviour and his Virgin Motbei, surrounded 
by little cherubim, which they drag through the town on 
Christmas day and at Easter. From this place the passage 
by sea to Golumho is performed in one or two days; the 
Gulf alwajs having strong winds blowing, either up or 
down, which arc ef]u.^Uy available going or returning. 

■Besides the Factory-house, which was a very roomy, 
well finished, and remarkably cool liabitalion, thcDiitcIi 
Governor had a garden-house situated in a sandyjynglc, 
about three mdes inland; a situation which, certes, no 
Englishman would ever have chosen; and where, uriless 
De Heer Van Bonder were a keen sportsman, he must have 
slumbered away a very dull existence. 

I have, however, frequently shot hares and partridges in 
it’s neighbourhood, in spite of it’s close atmosphere, and 
under a vertical awn ; hut never attempted to breathe the 
closer climate of the interior. 


THE rOLlGAR WAR 

On the 2d of February, 1801, while our force was can- 
toneil at Shangarnacode, about tinrty miles to the eastward, 
and the whole of the remaining community, about twenty 
ladies and gentlemen, were dining at hlajor Macaulay’s 
garden-house at Fallamcottah, a number of Poligar pri- 
soners confined in the fort, made their escape by overpow- 
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firing: tlieir own guard and the one at the fort-gate, ivliom 
they disarmed As men of consequence and state prisoners, 
they had been hitherto kept m irons and very stnctly 
guarded , but the small pox having recently broken out 
amongst them, their chains had been removed a few da3S 
before This evening a number of their adherents m dis- 
guise, anduith concealed weapons, had entered the fort, 
and, at a preconcerted Bigoal, forced the prison gate, whilst 
the prisoners attacked the two sentries in front A few of 
the guard were wounded, and the whole instantly dis- 
armed , when the prisoners, seizing the musqucts of their 
ci“daa«f gaolers, headed their adherents, md rushing on 
the gate-guard, succeeded in overpowering tliem , when 
passing through the gates, they made such good use of their 
heels that, before morning, they had arrived at Panjallum- 
cooTcliy, a distance of thirty indes , having surprised and 
disarmed nearly one hundred men at different stages on 
the road, and, at one place, an entire companj, under a 
native ofScer In their haste to secure a safe retreat, tliej , 
however, let slip the fairest opportunity they ever could 
have enjoyed of cnpphng our force, for the party assembled 
at our Commandant’s included the civilians of the station, 
all the staff-officers, and several others of the force, the 
house was protected by a ifaigwe’s guard only, and not 
nbove a mile out of their route, and there wc must all 
have perished, unprepared and unresisting, since they were 
several hundreds strong, even before thej left the place 
Unaware of the extent of the mischief, small parties were 
sent out, as soon as the) could he collected, to overtake 
the fugitive^, and lucky it was for them tint they rtUimed 
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unsuccessful Indeed, ill the Sepoys then in PalHm 
cottaU would have been inadequate for that purpose 

The next day measures were concerted, and the troops 
ordered to march immediatUy from Shangatoacode, thirty 
miles to the eastward, to Kyetaur, twenty one miles north- 
ward , and all the officers, proceeding from Polhmeottah, 
joined at that place on the 6th, attended by a party of 
eight and twenty of theNaboh’scaMhyjWhowere mounted 
on gentlemen s horses volunteered for the purpose A body 
of Turopean cavalry had ongmally formed a part of the 
southern field force, and, with some infantry corps, had 
been only lately removed, under on appearance of perfect 
tranquillity being established m tins hitherto turbulent 
district Oui force was therefore consequently now re 
duced to nine hundred firelocks, and all Native, excepting 
a detachment of Bengal artillery, with t ro siv and two 
four pounders On the morning of Febiuary 8th having 
marched half way the day before, the detachment reached 
the village of Cullyanellore, nineteen miles from. Ivyetaur 
The camp was formed m a small square, and all hands were 
prcpinng to enjoy a hearty meal when n body of Pohgars 
to the number of a thousand or twelve hundred armed 
with musquets pikes, and swords made their appearance 
on a nsmg ground in front of the line, and inclining to 
li'j ngkt snd kfi, « si/aaHsa&jtt? aitacl. on tiree 
faces. The small village, situated about a mile in the 
rear had been previously taken possession of by our pic 
quets, and while wc vvcrc employed in front by the first 
assailants a body of the enemy, advancing under cover of 
a deep ravine immediately attacked it Although many 
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of our men, being new drafts nnd recruits, had never seen 
a shot fired, yet the whole behaved well, except the Nabob’s 
cavalry, who would not charge even a small party of the 
enemy, and we began to wish we had our horses back 
again In about an hoar, however, the Poligars withdrew , 
leaving forty dead upon the field, and carrying olF their 
wounded, they were not pursued very far, and all was 
quiet again in our little camp by noon Our loss was not 
more than six men, a proof of the bad firing of the enemy 
The post m the village was strengthened, being a kind of 
key to our position, and all remained perfectly quiet, till 
about nine o clock at night, when a peal of musquetry, in 
the direction of the village, again roused us, an attempt 
being made to surprise that post, winch was, however, 
completely foiled before a remforcenieDt could amve to it’s 
relief After a sleepless night, we marched the next mom 
ing, and reached a plain close to Panjalumcoorehy b> nine 
o clock, when, to our utter astonishment, w e discovered 
that the walls, which had been entirely leielled, were now 
rebuilt, and fully manned by about fifteen hundred Po- 
hgars 

Without a single battenng^o, and, I may add, iviUiout 
even a few Europeans to lead the storming party, to have 
attempted to lake the place in open day would have been 
next to madness a spot of ground was therefore selected 
near the village of otipadamro, about a mile from the 
fort, and there we fomied our camp, m a square, with high 
gram to the northward the bund, or bank, of a tank to 
the southward , the village near the eastern facc.and Pan- 
jalumcoorch) opposite to the west After taking some litUc 




«ns> luckily composed of the gremdicrs of the Istbat- 
tilioH of Uicyd regiment, «ith the two sjx-pounders under 
Captain Vesey He ollotml them to epproach wlhout 
molestation, the more fuHj (o effect Ins purpose, when, 
giving tile word himself, u couple of vollics, poured m with 
grape and musquetry, levelled one hundred and ten of our 
assaiHnls , the astonished remainder made a very precipi- 
tate escape, and we were no more molested during a long 
and severe march, which lasted all night, than hy imagin- 
ation, winch placed an enemy behind every bush on the 
road Our loss on this occasion was only two men and a 
woman, and we safely reached Pallamcottah at nine 
o clock. A M on the lOth 

hlatters thus remained tn 5t<Ttu quo, while troops were 
pouring in from various quarters, tdl the 27th, when a de- 
tachment composed of three companies of the 9th regiment, 
one of the 2d battalion of the ICth, and two of the Mortinz 
battalion, under the command of Captain Hazard, attacked 
the fort of Cadulgoody, supposed to be weak, and ill de- 
fended Out opponents, however, got intcUigence of the 
march, m suSicient time to send a bodj of two thousand 
men to assist the defenders, and our men were consequently 
«o well received that after every exertion that bravery and 
discipline could oppose to number, they were compelled to 
retreat, leaving three men killed and eighteen wounded on 
the ground , the loss of the enemy was never ascertained 
It may natuially be concluded, tliat while we were rein- 
fofCin<» our detachment from a distance, the insurgents, 
who had their resources nearer at hand, were not idle 
hut rising in vanous quarter* they possessed themselves 
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of forts, arms, &.c m so active a manner, that v\c hardly 
ever knew where to find them 
Tlic southern Pohgars, a race of rude warriors, habitu- 
ated to arms and independence, had been hut lately sub- 
dued, and those of Panjalumcoorcb} , were the hardiest 
and bravest of the whole Their chief, called C itdbdmi i 
Jsaig, having successfully defended the fort against a 
force under Colonel Bannerman two years before, had at 
length been taken pnsoner, with tho rest of his family, 
and kept in dose conftnetnent. It is not for roe to decide 
upon the justice or policy of such a measure, but I should 
have thought liberality and kindness would have been the 
best way to secure their allegiance While their chiefs 
were condemned to a perpetual and ignominious imprison- 
ment, the fortofPanjalumcoorchy was ordered to be razed 
to the ground, with some others of less note Such treat- 
ment to a high spinted people was not much calculated to 
wan their affections, and the indignities to which indivv 
duals were subjected by the native servants of the Collector, 
adding fuel to the fire, the whole burst out at once, and 
for a season bote down all before them 

On the 3d of March the detachment proceeded to Kye 
taur, twenty-one miles distant, and took up ground in 
such a position, as to allow the different reinforcements to 
jora us Having no opponents out of our camp, the enemy 
made good use of their time, and seized on Tutucoiyn, 
where a joung subaltern commanded with a company of 
Sepoys Unfortunately, he was unacquainted with any 
native language , and while he was defending the fort on 
one side, the native officer under him capitulated, and ad- 
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H propced to fomt ,l,e dclael.. 
»eoi,„to t„ostorm'ot;.part.o,. and to cicala, le the «ork» 
"0 « .larhncss should conceal 

-«fron..hec„cn.j. A short t,„.e af.ee, .o.e 

^'Pohgars, nowamoenttng to fi.e thousand, acrenre- 
rroUdT“'‘ ll.en aa, an 

■lais,a„d.,„ft„,J, .twin 
VOss,Ue eateutahoa, a;! 

It was deeded, .ierefr- ^ 

busmess to teroL H "" ’™1 "o 

-to obeady neatly elCL,”;':': 

nocturnal visit as was i„ contc""l'’ ' '“oh a 

therefore warned, and at two „• ''“oP' wore 

an oblong square, the lKi"m-<. i ' “'"S fomiod 
pieces distributed in front Md“t '" " “"‘"’“"'I noM- 

paring to assault the fort I„ -f pro- 

works ivas manned, and we could 7 °’^ “f "‘t 

fifteen hundred or two thousand men 0 , 1 , 1 '^" “ 

“tj hedge, their long spears glitteruig the's“ 

ns the formation was completed wc eon, ” '“O" 

“ccomphshedu third of our journey whe “"l' 

tohen in the dark, by a body of the enemy, w'ho rush T"' 
with shouts and screams, almost to th^ ^a ™ 
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wns luclvil) coinposul of iIjc gremdicrs of tlic 1ft bat- 
talion of the JJ rcgmjcntj mth tlic two sit-pounilers tinder 
Captain Vcsey He oHoweil them to npproich Hithout 
iiiolcitition, the more full) to effect Ins purpose, when, 
gnmg tho^onl iuni^clf^Q couple ofsoilics, poured mwitli 
grape and musquclry, Icvtllod one lumdred and ten of our 
assailants, the astonished remainder made a s cry precipi- 
tate escape, and ac acre no more molested dunng a long 
and sererc march, which lasted all night, than by imagin- 
ation, which placed on cnem) behind every hush on the 
road Our loss on this occasion was only two men and a 
woman, and we safdy reached Palbmcottah at nine 
0 clock A M on the 10th 

Matters thus remained tn ttatu while troops were 
pouring in from various quarters, till the 27lh, when a de- 
tachment composed of three companies of the 9tli regiment, 
one of the 2d battalion of the 16th, and two of the ATortinz 
battalion, under the command ofCaptam Hazard, attacked 
the fort of Cadulgoody, supposed to be weak, and ill de- 
fended Our opponents however, got intelligence of the 
march m sufficient time to send a bodj of two thousand 
men to assist the defenders, and our men were consequently 
so well received, that after every exertion that bravery and 
discipline could oppose to number, tliey were compelled to 
retreat leaving three men killed and eighteen wounded on 
the ground, the loss of the enemy Was never ascertained 
It may naturally be concluded, that while we were rein 
forcing our detachment from a distance, the insurgents 
who had their resources nearer at hand, were not idle 
but rising m various quarters, th^ possessed themselves 
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of forts, arnrg, S^c m so active a manner, tint t\e hardly 
ever knew where to find them 
The southern "Poligars, a race of rude wamors, haVntn- 
flted to arms and independence, had been but lately sub- 
dued, and those of Panjalumcoorch) , were the hardiest 
and bravest of the whole Their chief, called C'ltfibfinai i 
Naig, having Bucccssfully defended the fort against a 
force nndcr Colonel Bannerman tvro years before, had at 
length been taken prisoner, with the rest of his family, 
and kept in close confinement. It is not for me to decide 
upon the justice or policy of such a measure, but 1 should 
have thought liberality and kindness would have been the 
best way to secure their allegiance While their chiefs 
were condemned to a pcrpetaal and ignominious imprison- 
ment, the fort of Panjalumcoorchy was ordered lobe razed 
to the ground, wnh some others of less note Such treat- 
ment to a high spirited people was not much calculated to 
inn their affections, and the indignities to which indivi- 
duals were subjected by the native servants of the Collector, 
adding fuel to the fire, the whole burst out at once, and 
for a season bore down all before them 

On the 3d of March the detachment proceeded to K.ye- 
taur, twenty-one miles distant, and took up ground in 
such a position, as to allow the different remforcements to 
jom us Having no opponents out of our camp, the enemy 
made good use of their tune, and seized on Tutucoryn, 
where a young subaltern commanded with a company of 
Sepoys UnfoTtunately, he was unacquainted with any 
native language , and while he was defending the fort on 
one side, the native oQicer under him capitulated, and ad- 



inillcil the cncmj on tlte other. In ]»roof, however, of tlic 
nob!e spirit of tlie^o untutored sarages, thej irealwJ tlic 
ofTiccr nith tlic utmost LinJness; nnd williout exacting 
nnj promise from liim, pcniiitted lin embarkation m a 
fishing boat, for an Englisli settlement. The Sepo}s they 
merely tlisarmctl, nnd set nt liberty , und searching m 
the tomi for ammunition, fwc., came upon a Mr Baggott, 
an nnglishman, as ho was Mastu-atiendant, nnd earned 
him off a prisoner, lliswifc immediately fulloncd them 
unmolested into the fort, uhcre the CV//, ns he «as ahiays 
callc<l,had taken up his licad quarters; and petitioning 
for her husband s lift, he was instantly set at liberty, and 
his property ordered to bo restored. The Dutch they con- 
sidered ns neutral, and not n man of them uns ever mo- 
lested in any way. 

This was the infamous Cat^ibbmii Xaig, who had lately 
been confined m irons, and treated witheicrj indignity, 
upon whose head a price was set, and who was, on no 
condition, to receive any quarter, if found m arms 

Having been both a public staff and regimental officer, 
which afforded me the fullest means of obtaining accurate 
information, I am induced to enter more into detail on this 
occasion, l^ause I do not btlieie that any account of 
this service has ever been given to the public , and it was 
customary, whde gallant fellows were falling, covered 
with glorious wounds, to put down the casualty in our 
newspapers, as if they had died in their beds, thus — 

" Deaths Lately, to the sootbirard, C-ipt'cin • — — 
or Lieutenant ’ " &.c &.c 

While several of our small posit, jn the eturounding 
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country fell into the Innds of the cnem), by ^^hlch means 
the) had captured nearly one thousand musquets, mth 
their ammunition , one solitary Pagoda, alightl) fortified, 
on the hanh of the nrer, about fifteen miles below Pallam- 
cottah, held out bejond example, or expectation To 
relieve this brave handful, Major Sheppard marched, at 
the head of the 1st battalion of the 3d regiment, nith two 
SIX pounders Arriving at Pallaracottah, on the 13th of 
March, the heavy baggage was thrown in there, and on 
the mormng of the IGth they came m sight of the Pagoda 
of Strevygundum, on the opposite side of the river, and 
were immediately attacked by swarms of the enemy , 
through whom they forced their nxiy to their comrades on 
the opposite shore All the troops behaved well, particu- 
larly the grenadiers, who charged a large body of the 
enemy, and put them to flight The Pohgars, intent on 
capturing the place, had beset it on every side, and raised 
a large mound of earth to overlook the Pagoda They were 
also busy in making scaling ladders for an escalade, when 
our corps relieved them The ganison was withdrawn, 
and on the march hack to Pallamcottah the enemy an 
noyed them the whole way, though repealedlj charged by 
our soldiers Our loss was not so heavy as might have 
been expected, and the corps remained resting at Pallam- 
coltah, till the stores necessary for a siege could be collected 
On the 27th of March the battalion and stores reached 
K^taur, and the other detachments joining, the whole force 
was composed as follows — 

A detachment of Pioneers, under the command of Captain 
Bagshaw 
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Adctaclmient of the Bengal artillery, — LicutenanlGraltam 
Two companies of His Majesty’s 74th regiment, — Captain 
Jolm Campbell 

One troop of the Governors body ■guard, — Lieutenant 
James Grant 

One troop of the 1st regiment of Jfotive cavalry, — Lieute- 
nant Lyne 

First battalion 3d regiment Native infantry,— Major Shep- 
pard 

Five companies 1st battalion 4th Native infantry,— Captain 
Nagle 

Six eompamea Ist battalion 14lh Native infantry,— Captain 
N Smith 

Three companies Ist battalion 9th Native infantry,— Cap- 
tain Hazard 

One company 2d battalion 16th Native infantry,— Captain 
D Macdonald 

Three companies 1st battalion ISthNativc mtantry, — Cap- 
tain G Lang 

With two 12 pounders one 18 poonder, and two 5i inch 
howitzers , and two 6 pounder, and two 4 pounder 
old field pieces 

The whole amounting to nearly three thousand men, 
under the command of Major Col n Macaulay who was 
also Besident to the Bajah of Travancore 

Our first march was to JVotrampetty, only eight miles 
the second to Peshavunthally, eight miles also, on the road 
to which we first encountered the enemy, a body of five or 
SIX hundred of whom appeared shortly after we left our 
ground, and boldly advanced to meet us on which the 
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Major ordered the cavalrj' to charge them. The two troops, 
having rear and flank guards out, did not amount to more 
than ninety men, if so many*j but they were led by 
James Grant, one of the finest and bravest fellows I ever 
knew. They had t^YO small galloper guns with tlicm, wlucli 
were flred ns the enemy approached, and this first ap- 
peared to induce them to retire, which they did leisurely, 
keeping up a running fight; though it was evident that the 
men who had fire-arms were nio»t anxious to escape. 
Wlien our cavalry Iiad got within a few hundred yards. 
Lieutenant Grant gave the words “ Saint George, and 
Charge!” the enemy at the same time halting, faced 
about, and presented an abbaUs of pikes to the horses’ 
breasts ; but so great was the impetus, that in an instant 
this formidable plialanx was borne down, and our men 
were afterwards engaged in single combat ivith tlicse bmvc 
but unskilful pedestrians, until a thick wood luckily inter- 
vened, through winch they made their escape. The ground, 
hemg what is called in India black cotton,” with the 
shrub actually growing on it, was very unfavourable for 
out men, and so determined was the resistance, that Lieu- 
tenant Grant fell, wounded with a pike through the lungs ; 
and his subadar, Sheik Ebraum, and four troopers were 
killed. lieutenant Lyne lost bis horse, a very powerful 
animal ; aTfaigue and eleven troopers were wounded ; and 

• Lieutenant Knoivles, Dngade Major, and myself, the Major's two 
staff officers, obtained permission lo jom tins small party, uwas my 
first cliarge with casalry, and X found myself, vmh a staff sword, mucb 
inferior to any sepoy trooper. Ibc Major, Following us with his orderly 
havildar, came into die thick of the business, nnd wus neatly paying 
with his life for this act of temcnty, his orderly killing a fellow that 

aiUckcdhim 
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two liorses were lolled, aod t»\clve wounded Of the 
enemy, nmety-siY dead bodies were counted on the field ; 
what number of wounded they carried off, of course could 
not be ascertained Grant killed four with his own hand, 
the last after he had recMved his desperate wound; and 
Ins subadar also killed four or five before he fell 
Sheik Ebraum* was one of the noblest soldiers in our 
native army , attached to, and beloved by his European 
ofBcers, no enterprise ivas too difficult for his daiing spirit 
He was emulating his beloved commander, when he fell 
coiered uith uounds. Still I have known many Sheik 
Ebxaums in the service, but very few James Grants The 
next day, the 31st of March, we advanced towards the 
Gibraltar of these lusurgents, and as we were detained a 
considerable time m it’s neighbourhood, I may as well 
bring it at once to the reader's acquaintance 

'pUNJALUMCOOnCH\ , 

An irregular parallelogram, two «nlcs of winch were about 
five hundred feet, and the other two about three hundred 
only, built entirely of mud, of a very solid and adhesne 
quality, presented so very unwarlike an object to the eje, 
that some of our soldiers, nt first sight, compared it to " a 
kail jard, with a dike about it " The wall was generally 
about twchc feet high, with small square bastions, and 
very short curtains A few old guns ncre mounted m 
these bastions, and the whole was surrounded by a thick 
Jiedgeof cockspur thorns, but no ditch Amung before 
It nt eight o’clock A M , preparations w ere instantlj made 

• lbn!»m h the proper name, I at I nglntimcn prunoutiec n TJ n,im 
ii mlir Onentat itesi?mt(«vn ofthe Iletircw rjtrnrrii Al ral mi 
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for breaching the north-western bastion, with the l\\o iron 
tweUe, and one eight-pounder, from a bank about nine 
hundred yards distance; and at half-past eight we opened a 
fire, though by no means so destructive as was anticipated. 
The eight-pounder, indeed, a foreign gun, fired so wild, 
th?t the shot seldom hit the fort. At noon, therefore, the 
guns were moved on to another bank, about four hundred 
yards from the wail, and continued playing till half-past 
three, when the breach appearing practicable, the storm 
ivas ordered. The two howitzers and two six-pounders 
had also been firing on the fort from a hank to the north- 
ward; but the shells were so bad, and the fuses so miser- 
able, that few of them burst, or did any execution. 

The party for assault was composed of the two companies 
oC the 74th regiment, all the native grenadiers, and a bat- 
tahon company of the 3d; the whole line being close to 
them, disposed to the right and left, to keep down the 
enemy’s fire. They advanced with alacnty, under the 
heaviest fire imaginable, from the curtains and five or six 
bastions, the defences of which we had not been able to 
demolish; our men fell rapidly, but nothing impeded their 
approach ; even the hedge was speedily passed, and re- 
peated attempts were made to surmount the breach, but all 
in vam. Every man who succeeded m reaching the sum- 
mit was instantly thrown back, pierced with wounds, from 
l»lh pkes and mu5quetry,and no footing could be gained. 
Atlengthareticatwas ordered, and a truly dismal scene 
of horror succeeded, aU onr liUed, and many of the 
"onndcd being left at the foot of the breach, over nliicli 
the enemy imvncdiately sprung, and pursued the rear, 
tor. 1 r 
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while othere pierced the bodies both of the d 3 ^ng and the 
dead 

The immediate defence of the breach \va3 with pikes, 
from eighteen to tiienty feet long, behind which, a body of 
men from an elevated spot, kept up a constant fire, uhilst 
others in the bastions took the assailants in flank In the 
confusion of the moment a hointzcr was left near the 
breach, which uwa afterwards rescued hy six officers and 
about fifty sepoys, under a fire, which killed ono of the 
officers and several of the men, and wounded two other 
officers, and five or siv men And here let rac record the 
personal bravery and devotion of Captain IS icholas Mathew 
Smith, the first man who reached the gun, and whose cv« 
ample stimulated the rest , bo was a fine honest fellow, 
and a good soldier, but, with the noble James Qmnt nnd 
scteral others, lie has since paid the debt of nature Our 
total loss this day was four officers and forty nmc men, 
killed, and thirteen officers and two hundred and fiftj four 
men, wounded, besides ftcvcral slight cases, not reported 
Of the enemy fl loss v\c bad no account ho sooner had 
uc gamed a safe distance from the fort, lliau the Ime was 
formed, and encamping ground markctl out , Uic nearest 
part being at a distance of 1,000 jards from the walla 
^\ 0 had a high ndge m the eentre nf the hue, running pa- 
rallel to the fort, and our ammunition and stores were 
placwl in the rear, out of fight of the enemy Our picgutts 
were posted on Uie bank from wlienee wo first altemplpil 
to breach, and it was completely dark before rtc could get 
under cortr 

As nil hail alike jartaVen in the dangm and ducrunfitare 
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of the daj, a dead sdcncc rctgned throughout our line, the 
only tnbnle wc could then pay to the iQcrnory of our de- 
parted brethren , and the enemy so far respected our gnef, 
as to allow us it’s unmolested indulgence 
To a mmd accustomed to think, our total failure of this 
day was perfectly inexplicable, and how the breach was 
defended appeared almost miraculous, for none of the 
actual defenders ever shewed ihemselrcs above the broken 
parapet, and certainly that was entirely destroyed, and a 
practicable passage apparently made to the ierre p/e/« of 
the bastion, long previous to our attack Yet here a grove 
of pikes alone presented itself to our view , and the enemy 
appearing in every other part of the works, exposing them- 
selves without the smallest rcserration, were constantly 
shot by our men, who were covering the storm, and as con- 
stantly replaced by others, whilst they kept up a most 
unnatural yell the whole time, from upwards of five thou- 
sand voices, which only ceased with our retreat Of one 
hundred and twenty Europeans on the stommif' party, 
only forty-six escaped unhurt, and, including officers and 
artillery, one hundred and six were killed and wounded of 
the whole force This was so very large a proportion, os 
to make the duty come heavy on tlic survivors for a consi- 
derable time, when our disheartened men required a con- 
stant and undeviating example of that cheerful devotedness 
to their duty, which can aloue secure the confidence of 
soldiers m times of unusual difficulty and dano-ei 

Of the 74th regiment, Lieutenante Campbell and Shanks 
were killed , Captain Campbell mortally wounded , Lieu- 
tenant rietcher badlj Of the 3(1, Lieutenant Egan 
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killed , Major Sheppard, kjeutenant Greaves, and Doctor 
Barter, wounded 0 f the 4th, Lieutenant Magnell killed , 
and Lieutenant Clapham wounded Of the 9th, Lieu- 
tenant Tomano toorlaliy, and Captain Hazard wounded 
Of the 13th, Lieutenant Noms wounded Of the 1st, 
battalion of the 14th, Lieutenants Elliot, Brown, ^7nght, 
and M'Kay, wounded I should liave mentioned, that a 
body of one thousand Eleapoor Pohgars, hereditary ent- 
mies of the Panjalumcoorchy race, had joined iis on the 
march, having a company of sepoys, and Captain Charles 
Trotter, attached to them Tliese brave and faithful allies 
made some unsuccessful attempts at an escalade on the'* 
other side of the fort, nhdsl we were on the west face, hut 
were repulsed with considerable loss , though we had no 
o&cial returns of their casualties This circumstance alone 
proves how numerous (lie delenders must have been 

Tlie Ut of April was ushered in mth the painful recol- 
lection, that many of cur late gay and cheerful companions 
were lying at the foot of the breach unhuned , and a flag 
of truce was consequently sent to the fort, to entreat per- 
mission to remove and inter our dead Tins was kindly 
and unconditionally accorded , and we then collected the 
di<;figured and gory bodies, and buned them in the evening, 
with military honours the enemy, setting us a bn^lit ex- 
ample of humanit), made not tlie smallest attempt to dis- 
turb us, and wc enjojed agood nights rest, that of the 
preceding having been any thing but refreshing 

Perfectly comnneed that our present measures uert ut- 
Urlj inadequate to the capture of a place so defended 
Major Macuilai, nho had shared cverj dan<»er miJi 
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troops, and lucVdj came off unhurt, dctcmunetl to turn the 
siege into ahlocVade, as far as rtie actna^ state of affairs 
uould permit, and thus airait reinforcements, parliculirlj 
ofbattenng guns and ammunition, for this purjwse, tlic 
Pioneers, dooU-hcaters, and lascars, vcrc cmpfosc'd to 
maVc lemporaTj shcUct for the aims of the men on dutj , 
uith small hreast-uorVs, Svc , and Uie camp was regularly 
formed, m an oblong square, liarmg the ndge in the centre, 
with a high tank bank in the rear, a lank of fine water on 
the left, and a larger one, for watering cattle, on the nght 
The 2d of Apnl passed m quiet, ctccpling that tlic 
Pohgara scrcral limes called out, when any of us ap- 
proached, and demanded an amnesty , declaring tlicir 
readiness to obej the Btittsli goiemmcnl, and pay their 
kists, but protesting against the impnsonment of tlieir 
chiefs The reply we were instructed to gwe was, that 
“ we could wol treat vnth tehtU w\ arms, that tlwrymust 
deliver up all their chiefs, and liy down their arras, un- 
conditionally * This evening, while sitting at dinner, we 
vTcre suddenly saluted, about eight o clock, by a shower 
of bullets, and found the enemy detenmned to keep us 
employed It was remarkably dark, and we were not fully 
aware of their numbers and intentions till the moon rose, 
when they were pcrceircd retiring, after having wasted n. 

d&'il <£. aromAUMij/OT., asid. n.cywdR.d kwitcwiWiV kjjw?; 
of the cavalry very severely, and five men, in our camp 
Trom this lime, till the 22d, nothing occurred worth no- 
tice 'NVe had daily skirmishes, m which a few men fell 
on both sides, and our Pioneers, 8s.c were busily employed 
in strengthening our outposts, and in mismg a kind of 
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breastwork, to resist cannon shot, which tlie enemy sent 
into our camp from some old guns, drawn Out under the 
nails of tlic fort for tliat purpose At noon, this day, 
a heavy thunder-storm, accompanied by wind and nun, 
suddenly assailed us, and as such a time was the most 
favourable m which to oppose pikes to fire-arms, we 
began to fall in, when, in a twinkling, the thunder was 
succeeded by the flash and sound of our six-pounder on 
the Tno<it distant outpost, and a strong part) dashed to- 
wards It immediately Tins post consisted of a company 
of Sepoys, with a party of arttllery, and one gun, on the 
bund of a large tank, five or six hundred yards to the 
southward of the fort, and one thousand two hundred from 
our nearest post Lieutenant II Dey, who had been 
ordered dowu, w ith a company of the 3d, to relieve a similar 
party of the Sth under Lieutenant Clasos, noon being the 
time of removing all our outposts, observing an unusual 
collection of clouds, and sagaciously auguring therefrom 
the probability of a storm, being senior officer, had verj 
sensibly taken upon himself to detain the other company 
The squall approached, beating m their faces, and w'as 
immediately followed by one thousand pikemen Our 
poor fellows, assailed by two snob eaeoues at once, strove 
to give a fire, but hardly a musquet would go off, and 
the gun, after being discha^ed once only, was in the 
enemy’s possession The Pobgars, more intent on seizino- 
the ordnance, than on injuring it’sdefenders, wounded only 
eight WAV, of the ’pasty, awd view pv.sh\wgt.ff wAh their 
prize as fast as the ivct cotton ground would permit, when 
oiir reinforcements appearing. Lieutenants Dey and Clason 
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rnslicd back, accompanied by many of Ibcir men, and we 
succeeded m rescuing out cannon from the hands of the 
Philistines, although many Iiundreds more rushed out of 
the fort to their assistance , and, as the ram ceased, ihcj 
poured out multitudes with fire-arms, who being con- 
fronted as readilj by similar parties from our camp, a 
general action ensued, wbicb, I may well say, ended m 
smoke , both parties making much noise, and neither do- 
ing much execution After about an hour's fighting, as if 
with one accord, the finng ceased , both parties retired to 
count their casualties, of which the most serious tally must 
have been ball cartridges 

Tins night, about mne o clock, we were roused by 
onoUier thonder storm, when all hands were again beat to 
quarters In a short time faint flashes of fire-arms could 
be discerned through the gloom, in the direction of all our 
outposts , and now and then the report of a cannon added 
to the honors of the darkness A general attack with 
pikes was now anticipated m every part of the line, and no 
one could tell what was going on, on either side of him 
Our anxiety was to preserve the arms from damp , bat 
this from the violence of the ram, proved impossible, and 
all stood wet to the skm, enjoying, in delightful anticipa 
tion, a thrust through the body from a pike, as sharp as a 
’sma, *i.wL -OT.VJ Vwwg k\ \Vfrs enVica'i junc- 

ture a body of two or three hundred men came rushin" on 
the Ime, with dreadful cnes, and were within an inch of 
being treated as enemies, when they were discovered to be 
PioTvecTs, Lascars^ and Coolies, who had been at work on 
an iQicndcd battery, within four hundred and fifty yards 
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of the fort, and, to thcjr eternal disgrace, a few Scpojs, 
nlio haJ shamefully abmtloned their posts m terror and 
dismay , these latter were instantly placed in confinement 
Tlic Pioneers had been exposed without arms, or any pro- 
tection, had been actually assaulted in the battery, and 
tlicir sand hags, ?s.c earned off in tnumph, nor was it,’ 
indeed, intended that they should attempt to defend them- 
seUcs In about two hours the weather cleared up, and 
though the numbers of the enemy, who had sallied forth, 
could not be ascertained, jet tranquillity was then restored, 
and not again disturbed that night 

The next day, having only seen three faces of the fort. 
Major Macaulaj, determined on o strong rccoanoissance, 
and proceeded round it, out of read) of musquetry from 
the walls, accompanied by the cavalrj, and the Ut bat- 
talion of the 3d regiment The enemy, ever on the alert, 
manned the walls, and sent u few cannon shot among us, 
but did no damage, as they seemed to apprehend an as- 
sault on the opposite face , but we had no sooner passed, 
than they began to come out, and attempted to impede 
Our return, though too late to interfere with our real de- 
sign The cavalry having now, four six pounders as 
gallopers, therefore merely gave them a few rounds, and 
then we retired at leisure 

From this time till the I9th of Rlay, nothing remark 
able occurred, eveiy two or three days skirmishes, pro- 
voked by our followers, ended in nearly the same manner 
ns those already mentioned , and we daily lost some mea 
ivithout being sure of the damage done to the enemy 
Altogether, indeed, we lost about sixty in this qmet period 
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\\hich, considenng all matters, va'iarerj small propor- 
tion, for tlie Poligars had now brought a nme-pounder and 
a three to bear upon us, which they pbed from the tra- 
verses of the north and south gates, and much were we in- 
debted to Providence for the numerous escapes made m a 
CTOisded camp, through wliicU the shot ranged from front 
to rear, without doing much damage During this time, 
however, ue were not idle oursches, since our cannon 
dail> sent a few dozens of heavy shot into the fort, which 
we flattered ourselves could not fail to do execution We 
also constructed a tower twentj paces long and fifteen 
broad, withm six hundred yards of the western face, 
which being about sixteen feet high, might likewise an- 
swer as a breaching battery llcrcwcphced a guard of 
sixty men, and it was an object of much jealousy to the 
enemy, who did all they could to retard it’s progress It 
was about one hundred and fifty yards from the old work., 
which the enemy destroyed on the night of the 22d of 
Apnl, and when completed, the two twelve-pounders 
were mounted in it About tins time we got accounts of 
the approach of Lieutenant-colonel Agnew, with reinforce- 
ments, and on the 21st of May he arrived with Captain 
John Munro, Major of brigade, and Captain Marshall, 
Private Secretary, and personal Bngade-major, and imme- 
diately determined on the pomt of attack. kVe were fired 
on while reconnoitenng, and had two men wounded On 
the 22nd his Majesty’s 77th regiment, under Lieutenapt- 
colonel Spry, a company of aitillery under Captain Sir 
John Sinclair, three companies of the Ist battalion of the 
7th regiment under Captain C Godfrey, and four com- 
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panics of (he hi battalion of (he 13th regiment under 
Captain Townsend, also joined our camp, with four iron 
eighteen pounders, two fi>c-and a half, and two four-and 
n-half inch howitzers, and abundance of ammunition In 
addition to which, the Ist regiment of liglit cavalry under 
Captain J Doveton, and one hundred and fifty Malavs 
under Captain \Vlntley, also amved this evening On 
the 22nd of IVIay, the Colonel having ogam reconnoitred 
with Sir John Sinclair and Lieutenant Bradley of the 
Lngincers, determined on our post on the south bank, for a 
breaching battery three people were killed by cannon shot 
this day, and we got the four eighteen pounders and two 
howitzers, With tuo six pounders into the battery 

1 must here mention, Uiat our fellow soldiers who ar* 
nved yesterday, held the fort and enemy m much con- 
tempt, and seemed to think that we had not previously 
done our duty 

On the morning of the 23d of hlay at suo rise, we 
opened two batteries at once, on the south western bastion 
of the fort Our tower, breaching, &c with two twelve- 
pounders and two howitzers , while the grand battery 
favoured them with salvos which soon demolished the 
southern faces and sahant angle of the bastion By noon 
tlie storming party was ready to advance but our old com 
mandant took Colonel Agnew aside, and backed by another 
old friend, persuaded him to delay the assault until the 
next day, much against what appeared to him his better 
judgment The firing was therefore kept up ah 
prevent the enemy from repairing tlie breach The nest 
morning tlie guns were all turned todemohsh the defences 
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and cut ofF the breached bastion, which being completely 
effected, at one o’cloeV. P. M. having nm tlie tower guns 
half nay down to the fort, the alormtng party ordered 
to advance. . 

It consisted of the grenadiers and a battalion company of 
llie 74th regiment, the grenadiers’ light company, and a 
battalion company of the 77th, the grenadiers of the 3ri3, 
4th, 7th, 13th, and 14lh regiments, the Malajs and a de- 
tachment of the 9lb. 

Notwithstanding this formidable array, with the whole 
force ready to bach them, the defenders shrunk not from 
their duty, hut received our brave fellows with renewed 
vigour, and the breach was so stoutly defended, tliat 
although the hedge was passed m a few minutes, it was 
nearly half an hour before a mhn of cut's could stand 
upon the summit while bodies of the cnemy^not only 
fired on our storming patty from the brohen bastions on 
both flanks, but others sallied round and attacked them m 
the space withm the hedge At length, after a struggle of 
fifteen minutes in this position, the whole of the enemy m 
the breach being killed by hand-grenades, and heavy shot 
thrown over among them, our grenadiers succeeded m 
mounting the breach, and the resistance aflenvards was of 
no avail : although one body of pikemen charged our gre- 
nadiers m the body of the place, and killed three of them. 
Our cavalry, now under the command of Captain Doveton, 
With James Grant, barely recovered from his wound, had 
been posted with four ^Uopers, near the eastern face, to 
attest ihe fugitives 

A general panic now seized the enemy, and they fled 
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from their assailants ns fast as possible , but no sooner 
Imtl they got clear of the fort, than the} formed into tno 
solid cohtmns.nnd thus retreated, beset, but notdisma}ed, 
by our casilry, s\ho attached them in flank and rear, and 
succeeded m cutting off siv hundred The remainder, 
liouevcr, made good their retreat, and a column of about 
two tboimnd uUtmatcl} cscapeil Four hundred nnd fifty 
dead bodies of the enemy w etc also found in the fort , those 
killed on former occasions Immg been disposed of outside, 
to tbc castnard 

Our loss on tins day was Lieutenant Gilcbnst, of tlic74tb, 
a remarkably fine young man, and a most gallant soldier, 
who had distinguished himself so much, os to be beloscd 
by the nbole force Lieutenants Spalding and Campbell 
of the 77th, and Lieutenant Fraser of the 4lh, killed 
Lieutenant M'Clean, Scotch Brigade, Captain Whitley 
of the Malays, Lieutenant Valentine Blacker of the 1st 
Caralrs , Lieutenant Campbell of the 74th, nnd Lieutenant 
Birch of the 4th, wounded Lieutenant Blacker s\as piked 
in two or three places , but emulating James Grant, who 
was always the foremost in danger, he would not desist, 
until our trumpets had sounded the recall Europeans, 
killed nineteen, and wounded serenty sjx NatiFCS, killed 
twenty four, and wounded ninety sir, making a total 
iDCludmg otScera, of two hundred and twenty three 

To us, who had sufieted so severely in our unsuccessful 
assault a sight of the intenor of this abominable dog- 
kennel was most acceptable the more so, as this was the 
first time it had ever been taken by storm, though fre- 
quently attempted Nothing could equal the surprise and 
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disgust which filled our minds at beholding the wretched 
holes under ground, m which a body of three thousand 
men, and for some time their families also, had so long 
contrived to exist No language can paint the horrors of the 
picture To shelter themselves from shot and shells, they 
had dug these holes in every part of the fort, and though 
some might occasionally be out to the eastward, jet the 
place must always have been excessively crow-ded The 
north west bastion, our old breach, attracted our particular 
attention , and a descnption of it will therefore serve for 
every other m this fort It was about fifteen feet high on 
the outside, and nearly square the face we breached was 
thirty feet long, and a parapet of about three feet thick at 
the summit, gradually increased sloping down into the 
centre, which was barely sufficient to contain about forty 
men , the passage in the goige being only wide enough to 
admit two at a time The depth m the centre, being 
originally on a level with the intenor, was increased as the 
top mouldered down, so as to leave the defenders entirely 
sheltered from every thing but the shells and shot, which 
we had Klleily used, more by accident than design These 
were, of course, thrmvn over from the outside, and nothin^ 
else could have secured us the victory, since every man in 
the last breach was killed, and the passage blocked up, 
before our grenadiers obtamed a footing above Their lonf' 
pikes, used in such a sheltered spot, must be most power- 
fully effective wonder, then, that every man who got 
to the top was instantly pierced and thrown down again 
He could never get at his enemy, and indeed could scarcely 
tell from whence the blow was inflicted The sjstem of 
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defence niloptcd by tbeso would bare done credit to 

any engineer KolhmgeouWsurpass it but their unneaned 
perscTcrance Had Uio basUoQS been solid, or Ibeir de- 
fensive weapons only inusqnets nnd bajoncts, we should 
not have had the mortiGcation to he before it for two 
months, and had our cavalry been more elTicicnt, we 
should not have had a continuance of this warfare for six 
months longer The fugitive plialanx, making good it’s 
retreat to Shcrcnclc, was there joined by twenty thou- 
sand men of the Murdoos 

Deforc 1 quit this place forcicr, my plans and sketches 
being the only memorials of it tint now exist, for it was 
razed to the ground, and ploughed ollovcr but a few months 
oftenrards. I must pay a parting tribute to the memory of 
one of the bravest and most cheerful fellows I ever knew 
Michael Egan, one of Uic first to reach the top of the 
breach the first day, fell pierced through the body, and we 
all thought him dead IVhen the retreat was sounded, 
and a rush, not the roost creditable, was made m the oppo- 
site direction, I was employed in supporting, or rather 
carrying off a wounded grenadier of the T^lth , on looking 
belund me, I saw poor Egao nse from the ground and run 
a few yards pursued by pike men The first impulse 
might have left me by bis side, but ere 1 could reach the 
spot he was piked through and tbrougb, and fell to rise 
no more m this world His mangled body was wept over 
next morning, not otdy by hw brother officers, but by 
every native officer and sepoy of the corps Michael 
Egan was a manly, honest, and bbenil fellow, mth a frame 
of iron, and wanting only a bttle more education to have 
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insured a rapid adranccment m the world. As, living, ho 
>vas beloved by every inati who knew Inro, so he was la- 
Ttieoted by them dead, and the friend who now with an 
aching heart, attempts to record hw worth, paid the last sad ■ 
tribute to his remains, when mleired on the field of battle. 

Having already introduced one native soldier to tlic 
reader, 1 cannot close the Panjalumcoorchy annals, without 
making mention of another equally distinguished, and 
equally unfortunate, m the successor to Subadar Sheik 
libraum of the body guard, llis name has escaped me, 
but his conduct is engraven on my memory, never to be 
forgotten , emulating his noble commander, now much 
enfeebled by liia wound, but stiU the foremost amongst the 
enemy • this native officer pierced through the wliole 
column more than once, cut down four or five of the 
enemy himself, and at last fell covered with wounds, and 
was afterwards found perfectly lifeless I could mention 
many others, but they would extend my Journal to an un- 
reasonable length , not having, however, done our Eteapoor 
alhes sufficient justice, considering the sbhre they took in 
the whole service, I shall conclude this part of my narra- 
tive with the death of one of their chiefs Mortally 
wounded, he desired that his body might immediately be 
earned to hlajor Macaulay, who was at the tme sur- 
rounded by his English officers The old man, who was 
placed upright in a chair, then said, with a firm voice, “ I 
have come to shew the English how a Pobgar can die.” 
He twisted his whiskers with both hands as he spoke, and 
in that attitude expired 

Tlic three companies of the 9th, under Captain Hazard, 
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being left wjtli the Pioneers to destroy the fort, ti work by 
uo means to be envied, on the 2otb of ^Iny, tlie com- 
pany of the IGth, under Captain M'DonncU, was sent ten 
miles off, to garnson Tutucorlne, which the enemy had 
abandoned. 



ison 


UrMINISCPKI 1 s 


81 


ciiapteh hi 
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— Amini of UoorfM T<ner — Departure from Us Jungle, onrfomioJ 
at Ookoor 


lOUCATl WAll 

May 2Gth, the 1st battalion of the 3rd regiment, under 
Major Sheppard, marched to Naglepoor, twcnty-Bix miles, 
to learc a party there, and then proceed to Comery , and 
on the 28th the nhoJe force amred at Naglepoor, where 
the 3d battalion of the 6th, under Major Gray, jmmcdi* 
alely joined us 

On the 29th of Rtay a large body of the enemy being 
reported to have invested Comcry,the body guard,and the 
2nd batlahon of the Gth regiment of native infantry were 
ordered to proceed to join the 3td , when Major Gray, being 
senior oiBcer, assumed the command of the whole They 
soon fell m with the Poligars la considerable force, at- 
tacked and completclv touted them, leheved the place, 
and returned, having only eighteen men wounded 

On the 2nd of June the force amved at TnppooWannum, 
forty-six miles from Naglecheny, the enemy appearing 
for the first time from the IVIurdoo’s country, fired on our 
riJ^r guard, but did no mischief, they also gave us an alert 
ut night, from a beetle tope in the neighbourhood of our 
Here the force halted, and Major James Graham 
'Ol, I c 
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^ras detached with t}ie 13th Natire infantf) , to escort the 
heavy train to IMadura 

On the 4th of June, Slajor Graham’s detachment return- 
ing to camp, was attacked by the enemy in force, about three 
miles off", and the 74th, 1st battalion of the 3d, and oai airy, 
marched under Major Sheppard to support them The 
enemy were, however, \ ery cautious, and could not be come 
at, having always the advantage of our infantry in speed, 
and the ground not admitting of the pursuit of our cavalry 
Some of them were killed, and we returned safe fo camp , 
a few men only, on our side, being killed and wounded 

On the 7th of June we loatched to Tnpachctty, only 
eight miles and a half, but rendered tedious by a barrass- 
ing attack from the enemy on the road They were re* 
ported by the flankers to be pushing over the river, to 
gam a long and high tank bank, which completely com- 
manded the high road, by which we were advanetog 
Major Gray, wth the 2nd battalion of the Cth, and two 
SIX pounders, was ordered to take possession of this 
position, and cover the line Unfortunately, honever, he 
mistook his orders, und went beyond it , the consequence 
of which was, from drawing up his corps m a most ex- 
posed situation, the poor Major lost Ins own life, being 
shot through the body, and his coips was >cry severely 
handled, for drawing off under Lieutenant Hyan, they 
quitted the bank entirely, aod were assailed by the enemy, 
who t9ok immediate possession oi it, and yery speedily 
killed and wounded thirty men At this juncture Lieu- 
nant Blacker s troop, whicli bad been m front of the 
rear-guard, came up, and got orders to charge a party 
finng from behind a choultry, winch they did in a gallant 
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style, and succeeded in cutting up si^ty or seventy of tlic 
enemy, during which skirmish Licutenint B received a 
shglit wound in the leg near a fonner one not quite healed 
While this was going on the left and rear, tlie picquets 
were sent out to a village and tope,* in front of our left, 
under Captain Nagle, who took post there, and detached 
two small parties under Lieutenants Parmmter and Stewart, 
to keep the enemy at a distance, they then appearing m 
considerable force The former was attacked on entering 
a small yungle and his party, being overpowered, retreated 
with some loss, leaving him to fight his own battle, which 
he certainly did most nobly , he had only a common 
regimental sword m his hand, with which miserable wea- 
pon he successfully fought, until he stumbled and fell, 
receiving five pike wounds m his body At length a Poligar 
came up with a musquetand bayonet and making a push, 
kindly intended for a coup de grace, the Lientenant, although 
pinned by the left shoulder to the ground, made such an 
efibrt, that he not only cut the assailant across the legs, 
but at the same instant wrenched the pike out of the 
ground, and rose with a part of it fastened through bis 
arm His party, who had reloaded during this conflict, 
now rushed to his rescue, when he killed his opponent, 
and the rest fled in astonishment Lieutenant Stewart 
had fifty men with him, and no soonei had he advanced 
on the tope, under a heavy fire, which broke his jaw bone, 
and knocked down sev eral of his men, than the enemy, 
about SIX or seven hundred strong, rushed out upon his 

* \ dun p of iree*' an orcbanl or forest to any exient M hen 
un te»l « ilh unJerwood it is then called a jungle 
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period* Here, covered by a deep jungle, they rallied, and 
the hattihon was recalled, leaving flankers on the first 
bank, to be relieved regularly to the end of the march. 
As soon as the last party Avas withdrawn, the enemy made 
a dash, and gamed it; poured in a heavy fire on tlic re- 
treating troops and rear-guard, from under cover ; whilst 
another party rushed into the bed of the river, and piked 
a few of our men. Not satisfied, however, with this trifling 
success, uniting Ihcir whole force, about three thousand 
men, they rapidly dashed across the nver, gained the^ 
south bank, and attacked the reaf-guard and reinforce- 
ments under Captain Godfrey, which had been sent back 
to it’s relief j and without which, the former must, in all 
probability, have been destroyed. As it was, we merely 
lost a limber, arrack, cart, and barrel of ammunition. 
Many of the enemy must have fallen m this latter con- 
test, and some were even killed wilhm ten yards of the 
gun with the rear-guard. Captain Trotter, who com- 
manded it, received a severe contusion from a spent ball, 
of uncommon magnitude , and our loss on this march ivas 
ten EuTOpeana and eighty-si\ natives, killed and wounded. 

Our situation m camp, near PatUanoor, was truly irk- 
some, from the nature of the ground on n hich our line was 
ferrmed. The enemy fired a volley in the evening at a 
small party posted m a little miserable Pagoda, at the 
corner of the village; wc knew them to be assembled m 
‘ muUiiudes all about us, and we were surrounded by jungle ; 
so tliat had they attempted to take the village, they must 
have succeeded, for we had not half enough to defend it, 
though it was too near the left fl-uik of the camp to be 
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abandoned Added to which, there as a tank of great 
extent, filled with jungle, in the rear of the head quarters, 
nhich they could easily have forced, and penetrated into 
the midst of our line whcic, from the immense num 
her of our followers, no small confusion reigned at all 
times Little was the rest, and short were the slumbers of 
the head-quarter line tins night, and never was the sound 
of the general more welcome to my ears, than at four 
o clock next morning 

The next march brought us to Permagoody, a distance 
of eleven miles, and here we encamped on a 6ne extensive 
plain, about half a mile from the village, which is both 
large and populous Very few of the enemy appeared on 
this march, and they offered no rudeness which we attn 
bated to our haring quitted the Murdoos territory He 
had, however, lately visited the village, of which he had 
taken possession m due form, and appointed a new Alony 
gar, who thought proper to abscond on our approach 
Here we were informed by the inhabitants, mostly weavers, 
that all the Chiefs Princes and Sfaerogars mth the whole 
army of the foe, were assembled to oppose us the day be- 
fore, and were further told that they were still about three 
in les off on the other side of the nver ITot w ishing en 
tiiely to part company with such warm friends , but at the 
same time most sagaciously suspecting, that we should 
not both agree so cordially on the same side 

June I2th, we marched to Chatta hlarum on the 
same side of the nver, nearly twelve miles The gallant 
adherents of the Cat, and Chinua ISIurdoo, shewed some 
desire to impede our progress byfinng ah distance, so 
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much 60 , indeed, Uiat v.c vtcre at no pains to return Utc 
conipiimcnt ; and alter matching three or four miles, as ^^c 
got further from their territory, they desisted entirely. A 
want of crater here compcHed tis to dig eight feet in the bed 
of the rtr er, ere we could get a supply, A similar paucity 
of forage may also be attributed to our harbingers. 

On the 14th of June we reached Karanad, to corcr that 
part of tlic country, and gain information from Colonel 
Martini, whom I hare already mentioned, regarding the aji- 
preaching campaign ; here w c halted, feasting for &i\ days. 



June 22nd, we encamped near Coracry, about twenty 
miles from Ramnad. This is a very strong and compact 
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fitone fort, i^r Uic eastern bank of the Painmery nver , 
it has t«o entire ualN, one conRidcraWy higher tJian the 
other, nearly circular) mUi mx round bastions in each , a 
good Slone tank betnecu the \»alb, and a granary and 
magazine m the upper one 1 leutcnant Grcarcs n as ap- 
pointed Commandant, «ilh a company of the 3d, and tno 
hundred Peons , and abundance of ammunition and stores 
I now pass Q\cr scrcral days of little importance, and at 
once bnng the troops to TncaUoor, on the 240t of July, 
where ne encamped, and waited to be joinwl by another 
force xindcr Lieutenant-colonel James Innes On the 
evening of the 25th, large bodies of the enemy irero seen 
passing to the nortU-westwarO, with palanquins, horses, 
See which we presumed were on their way to dispute the 
road with our reinforcements, and from daylight the next 
morning, a heavy firing was accordingly heard m that 
direction , in consequence of which, at eight o'clock A M 
Colonel Agnew consented to a strong detachment being 
sent out to meet and assist our friends Having come 
up with Colonel Innes s party about half past ten, we 
found him engaged, with the enemy hanging on his rear , 
upon which we allowed the whole to pass us, and then 
joining the rear-guard, discovered the Pobgars m posses- 
sion of a high bank, covered with bushes, >vitb an almost 
impenetrable jungle in their rear, whence we drove them 
off, and covered the rear of the baggage, &c retummg to 
tlie camp through an excellent road in a deep jnngle 
Our loss this day was Capbun Heifland and Lieutenant 
Fnth, wounded, five Europeans killed and eight wounded 
and four Sepoys killed and twelve wounded Colonel 
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Innes’s detachment encamped on our left, bringing 
them some of Tondlman’s "Poligats, to act as Pioneers in 
the Sheren61e jungle. The enemy this day used rockets 
against us for the first time; and I saw a poor Sepoy 
burned to death, with one sticking fast in his chest, from 
whicl\ v>e could not extract 5t, not extinguish the flame. 

On the 28lh, the enemy expecting us by another route, 
did not annoy ns till near our ground at Ookoor; when 
they attacked the rear guard, and Tcrj' unexpectedly met 
with, a warm reception from a party under Lieutenant 
Parrel of the Ctb, who gave a volley and then charged, 
which so much disconcerted them, that no farther oppo» 
sition was experienced, and tlie troops arrived in camp at 
eleven o’clock, A. 51. The cavalry, under Captain Doveton, 
being sent out after breakfast, to protect the foragers, first 
sent in for a party of infantry, and afterwards reported 
that four thousand of the enemy bad taken possession of a 
village about a mile to the nght ; when Major Sheppard 
was ordered out with rcmforcements to their assistance. On 
our approach, however, they merely fired and retreated • 
when we gave them a few shot from the gallopers, burned 
the village, and returned to camp, with little loss. At 
night some of our followers set fire to the village of Ookoor 
and entirely destroyed it; our picquets had been posted 
on the other side, to prevent the enemy from gettintr pog. 
session of it, and annoymg our line : these rascals how 
ever, found a far easier method of securing it 

On the 29th, they allowed us to proceed two miles 
witliout opposition, after whicli, we Imtl to manccuvre 
every mch of Uic road, the country «e liad to pass 
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llirough being most advantageously situated both for an- 
noyance and defence , there being a continuation of banks 
on both sides, witbm musquet-sbot, and others bc}Ond 
them, flanked by thick, jungle and palmyra trees, of 
which most faiourable position they readily availed 
themselves The fimt bank to the tight, about tivo miles 
and a half onwards, nas stormed by Afajor Sheppard, at 
the head of the advance guard TIjc enemy flred icry 
bnsklj, but the Major did not give them time to load 
again ere the position nas earned , when they retreated 
to onotherbank, and continued the same kind of warfare 
dunng tbo whole inarch being driien from bank to bank 
ns we advanced, but never cnttn.1y desisting The rear 
guard did not come up till three o clock P when the 
finag ceased, and we took possession of a strong hue of 
banks with hedges under tliem, facing ^hcmiYfle, and 
forming a kind of jicnWgon, whilst from Ihe hituation of 
tno banks running jianllcl to our flanks so ns to cover 
the corj s bclnnl llicin, wc could not casiK I mc fotiml a 
stronger position The cnem} continued to shew tlicin- 
selres in all directions dunng the dav, hut gave u« no 
diiturbance nt ni^ht Our loss on tl is march, was Limi 
tenant Ilnire badl} wounded, one I uropean ktlleil and 
n^hl wounded and (wo natiscs killnl an<t twentv fuur 
wounded! 
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eatly breakfast, atiti set forward at eight o’clock A.RI.; our 
adrance consisting of five hundred and forty Europeans, 
the Malay riflemen, and three Ifativc regiments. A 
bank running in an easterly direction from the nght of 
our line, for about half a mile, and then turning to the 
north, ivas crowned with the Shcrogar’s troops ; and they 
had formed a very neat little battery for four guns, m tho 
centre of the northern arm, hearing directly don n upon the 
high road, which they expected us to take. On recon- 
noitring this position. Colonel Agnetv directed the leading 
division to he formed in two columns, one to take tho battery 
in flank, the otiier to advance direct upon it , the former was 
’accompanied by four 6-poundcrs, and the latter by two 
IJS-pounders and two bowiUers , upon which, tho enemy 
fired a few shots, threw some lU-directed rockets, and 
then retreated with their four guns, but being rapidly pur- 
sued, very speedily abandoned them. Their panic was so 
great, that instead of offering any further resistance, where 
nature and art had given them such ample means, the 
enemy set fire to their own houses, and scampered qT to 
the deep jungle, leaving us to take quiet possession of a 
burning town 

This march, which was at roost two miles and three 
quarters, took us exactly six hours to accomplish , and the 
Srst tent of the hne «as pitched at half-past two o’clock, 
P.M. The fine extensive village of Shefew61e, almost de- 
stroyed by the flames, which had spread with great fury, 
accelerated by a high wind, fell into our hands without 
Opposition, although cveiy house was c'lpable of a sturdy 
dcfcuce, and it had n very thick hedge all round it 
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The Murdoo’s Palace, and that of Sbcvatatomby, were 
conspicuous for neatness more than grandeur, and though 
small, were extremely solid and well built The streets, 
one of which had an avenue in it, were broad and regular, 
and the whole town claimed a supenonty over any I had 
ever seen in India 


SHERE\VELE JUNGLE 

On the 31st of July commenced our operations in the 
Sherewdle, or rather CaUiacoile Jungle, one of the thickest 
and most impenetrable in the Carnatic Our Pioneers, and 
the wood cutters from the Tondiman’s country, amounting 
to about two thousand men, under cover of two hundred 
Europeans, the Malay riflemen, &c with two six-pounders, 
marched from the park at ten o’clock, A M and returned at 
five, P M having cut a broad road of one mile and a half, m 
the direction of Calhacoile A few of the enemy who sud- 
denly appeared in front of the Europeans and Malays, 
were fired at and ran oflv which was the only shew of op- 
position this day 

On the 1st of August Major Sheppard set out at day- 
light, at the head of a foraging party, with ca\aliy and 
field pieces, and went to a village about two miles to the 
right, where he fell in with a few hundreds of the enemy, 
encamped on the skirts of the jungle, who fired md de- 
camped, leaving a small tent, some bullocks, and gram, 
behind them. The village aflbrdcd abundance of fongo , 
and the partyreturned to camp without loss 'rtie Pioneere 
and wood-cutters also resumed their labours this morning, 
coM.reil hy a detachment under Major M Lcod , they cut 
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three quarters of a mile, and returned in the eicning, aith 
only two men killed, after much finng on both sides 
August 2ncl —The same working party w cnt out, co> ercd 
by one Imndred and fifty Europeans, the Malay marksmen 
Kc under Major James Graham, but no sooner had they 
reaidied the end of the road, unhrabered the gn’ns, and 
sent out flanking parties, than a fire commenced from the 
jungle, and theMalaja being beset, ran m towards the 
Europeans m the centre, who could not prevent two of 
them being killed close to the gun. Ensign Goupil, on 
the other flank, was also attacked at the same time , and 
though his party behaved most gallintlj, jet they were 
also dnven back again One man, who was killed with 
Goupil, fired his master's pistol at one of the enemy and 
then threw it in his face, calling out “Am6khh,am6kfih * "• 
The Ensign was himself assailed by two pikemen at once, 
^ but defended himself so well, that though his clothes were 
pierced through in several places, he came off unhurt, and 
being joined by a Malay Captain and five or six others, 
made good his retreat, though surrounded by the enemy f 

• Theword^maAaA, in Uie Maliy language, means L\U, and vt is 
always used by them m action • 

+ Tbis o{Rccr,a Tceoebman by birth, was a Royalist, and consenuenlly 
an emigrant An accompluhed gendenvau and truly brave soldier he 
Jiad preiKKJj!}' zs s Captzm of earatry in {},« unfortunaio cam- 
paign under the Duke of Bninswick lieing on a -visit to Major 
Macaulay, when the tebellion broke out, he inuuediately volunteered 
his semccs, and being lolatty.nnpTepaTed for taking the field, he 
shared tny tent, living, as aUlhestaff did, -with the Major, till after the 
fall of I’unjalumcooichy, -when be obtained an Eusigncy in the Malay 
corps Mongvng to Ceylon Of a alendet and delitaie frame, his chivaU 
rous spirit frcrpicntly led bun mto dangers, apparently beyond his 
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It was now dclcrmjned, thitin order ta enable Ihc Malays 
to stand their ground under such circumstances, 
should be armed mth short spears as well as rides, and as 
they-wer6 individually able-bodied and brave men, they 
woald thus be more than a match for their opponents In 
their own country thfey bavt matchlocks and daggers, the 
latter called a creese, being by far the most deadly Veapon 
of the two whilst here, they bad neither bayonet, sword 
nor dagger, to assist their old nistv arms Of the enemy 
only three bodies w[ere left dead on the ground and tliey 
must have been hard pushed to leave them there ♦ Our 
worTcing partv was molested the whole of tbs'day, but^ 
without further injury than three Malays wounded They 
returned at three, P M , aftA b&ving cut six hundred 
yards Some of our followers venturing out too far, were 
however killed and wounded though they only thus met 
the fate which their rashness seemed to have provoked 
On the 3rd the same working party, covered by a de 
tacbment of Europeans and Malays with four six pounders, 
under Colonel Dalrymple, again went out and found the 
Pol gars had thrown up a breast work with one small gun 
in front of the road but upon the Colonel ordenng his 


strength and he was endowed w h such romant c not ons of honour 
tl at when I came up to congratulate h m on h s wonderful escape 1 c 
burst ntolcars andexclamel OntonamI Ja perdurnonhonoeurl 
and 1 h le fi s conduct had been rewed w d one general senhmenf 
of adm ration by all who w t essed t I lidd tl auimost did culty to 
persuade h m that I e t ad well performed 1 is duty and tl at no d sgtace 
could attach to the sold er who anccessfuliy defend ng h msclf cga st 
sucl odds liad eff cu.d I s ret eat Ilepc ished someycars af erwards 
w1 le nobly Cgf ting n il e disastrous exp I tio to Candy 
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guns to be fired, before be sent forward any parlies into ihe 
jungle, his opponents immediately fled, taking their cannon 
wththem ThcbankwaslhcntakcniMthontoppo iUon,an(l 
immediately demohshed The enemy fired bnsLIy all dai , 
but mth little damage, as wc had only two men wounded 
After cutting four hundred and thirty yards., the whole re- 
turned at half past four, V M The advantage of using 
cannon instead of tnusquetiy was to-day particularly evi 
dent, the latter bemg of Uttle avail in euclv tliicV. jungle 
Out opponents in gre^t numbers, were, howeier, not idle 
elsewhere, and they unfortunately succeeded in cutting off 
some public cattle and followers m our rear An uncle of 
Woodia Taver came over to us this evening from the 
enemy , with whom he held a post of confidence under the 
Murdoo, whicli enabled him to make Ins escape , as he 
commanded all the people posted near our camp, to in 
lercepl our comtnunicalions This man seemed to be 
fully acquainted with the means and measures of the 
chiefs he had betrayed, and ^ic Colonel Agnew much 
useful information respecting the stateof the country, and 
the mode of intended operations A foraging party under 
Colonel innes went oat, and returned empty handed f 
A^ugust 4th — Our working party, with the usual detach 
ment under Colonel lanes, fell m with the enemy m force 
who had taken post m a trench, and gave a heavy fire 
they were, however, immediately charged and routed, 
leaving eighteen bodies on the ground Three of the 
wounded who were brought into the camp and dressed 
informed us> that all our prmcipal opponents were in the 
field, excepting the Wella hlurdoo , and iveie, by all 
'OL I n 
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accouQls, so much astonished at the sudden attack on 
their position, that they fled m all directions The other 
parties, who used to take np diflercnt positions round our 
encampment, left off firing early, having probably icceived 
intelligence of the discomfiture of the mam body At 
fire, P M the party returned, banng cut fire hundred and 
eighty yards, and discovered a small tank of water in the 
jungle to the left, and found many dead bodies of the 
enemy, with broken pikes, &c , which they had abandoned 
in their flight Our loss this day was four Europeans and 
nine natives, killed and wounded A foraging party under 
Major Graham brought m abundance of supplies 

On the 6th, our working party, covered by an escort 
under Major Sheppard, met with little opposition, and cut 
four hundred and forty yards, the jungle getting evi- 
dently thicker and harder to be cleared Only one man 
ivounded 

August 6th, the detachment accompanying our working 
party, was commanded by Major Graham, who found a 
high bank, at the end of the road cut the day before, had 
been scooped out and formed into a cover for a large body 
of the enemy, where they had thrown across three separate 
hedges, and got four guns to bear from it upon the road 
This post they defended with great resolution, and killed 
and wounded many of our men, whose determined bravery, 
however, nothing could repel, and their opponents were at 
length put to flight Their constant habit of dragging- 
away their dead and wounded upon all occasions, where 
they were not too closely pursued, led us to suppose their 
loss to have been considerable, as their blood could be 
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tnccd in e'ery direction througli tlie stirroonding jungle 
Onr loss was also >cry great, bnt nfler llic b-vnk w'os 
stormed and labcn, ibeworV proceeded vnthont opposrbow, 
and by the evening wo had cut two hundred and thirty- 
seven yards , 

August 7lh — A foraging pntty under Lieutenant colonel 
Dalrymplc obtained a large quantity of straw williout 
opposition The working parly under Major M'Ixod 
being heard firing for upwards of an hour. Lieutenant 
Little was sent out with a detachment to bnng away tlic 
wounded lie returned with the pleasing intelligence, that 
not a man had been senously Iiurt, though the bank was 
again defended, and again stormed It was at length 
taken m flank, but the enemy succeeded m carrying off 
their guns, and all their killed and wounded The jungle 
was 60 impenetrable, that only one party under Lieutenant 
King gained their flank m tune , another, despatched m 
the opposite direction, under Major M'Phcrson, did not 
arrive till some time afterwards, or they would have 
secured the enemy a gun" No further opposition was 
offered, and the party returned after having cut about 
three hundred and fifty yards 

On the 8tb, the foraging party under Major Sheppard 
again brought in a considerable quantity of straw , and by 
the coveting party under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Dalrymplc, the bank was found again raised, 
hedged, and defended, nod was again gallantly taken in 
flank The right party aloae, however, under Lieutenant 
rietcher, put the enemy to flight, since the left division 
did not aiTive in time, ou aceount of the thickness of the 
II 2 
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jimgfc The Poligirs, nn finding themselves likely to be 
outflinketl, fired a volley down the rond, winch did no 
damage, and absconded Considering the strength of 
their position, our loss was very small The Pagoda of 
Caliacoile, to which we were working, was this day dis« 
linctly seen by tlic covering party, who returned after 
cutting five hundred yards 

On the Oih, our working party vias commanded by 
Major Sheppard, who changed his mode of attack, by 
opening all the guns, and throwing a few shells into the 
work, by which phn he took possession, without the loss 
of a man In consequence of the very powerful and 
repeated impediments to our speedy itdnnce, which this 
bank bad already thrown out, we were to day orderetl to 
fortify It as a post , and by the evening therefore, a toler- 
able field redoubt for three hundred men, and three guns, 
was completed and occupied before we came away, by a 
fresh party from the camp, under Colonel Innes It was a 
square of thirty yards, the south face being on the bank 
towards Caliacoile, with an enormous tamarind tree, of 
such dimensions that we could not cut it down, close to it, 
from whence both Sherewele and Caliacoile were clearly 
visible 

August 10th — Colonel Inues commanded the covering 
party, which experienced no opposition, and cut five hun 
dred yards This day we had intelligence that Captain 
Blackburn with supplies and a small force on it s way to 
join us, had been obliged to take post at Ardengah, twenty- 
five miles to the north-east, not being sufficiently strontr 
to force his way to the camp Major SPPherson, with 
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one hundred Europeans and two hundred Sepoys took post 
in the redoubt 

On the 11th, a foraging party under Colonel Dalrj tuple, 
returned unmolested mth abundance of provender; and 
the working party, under Major TU'Pherson, had only a 
slight opposition, and cut four hundred and fifty yards 
From the appearance of Caliacotle Pagoda, it was con- 
jectmed to he only one mile and a half from the end of 
the road 

On the \2tVi, the vjotkwig patty under Lrewlewawt-colowel 
Dalrymple met with little opposition, and cut about four 
hundred and fifty yards There was a good deal of firing 
at OUT picqueta, but without injury, and from the very 
heavy thunder storms, witli ram, from the south-eastward, 
we sent out an old ofiicer’g tent to secure the arms of the 
men m the advanced redoubt 
On the 13th, aforaging party under Major Sheppard, with 
our Eteapoor allies, went about eleven miles to the north- 
westward, and were attacked on the march by the enemy, 
who were so very daring as to seize some of our straggling 
camp followers, and taking advantage of the banks, &c 
kept up a constant fire, till the Major charged them wth 
the Europeans, flanked by thecavalry, and diove them off 
The cavalry, how ever, served for shew only, as the ground 
wou^d not admit o1 their acting At length the enemy, 
becoming more cautious, attacked the Eteapoonans only, 
who behav ed w ith great spint and steadiness, and though 
far outnumbered, repulsed them every time, having the 
advantage of our aoiraunition, which was served out to 
them Of the enemy, we calculated lint at least two 
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hundred were kjllcd and wounded, for they even came 
close to our g^ns, «hich %\ere by no means idle Lieute- 
nant Graham of the Bengal artilleiy , and Major Sheppard's 
ordcrlj, each shot a man within fifty paces , and the Sepoys 
frcquenlK fired bj platoons,wIicn crowds were opposed to 
them The working parly, under Major 51‘Lcod, had little 
opposition, and cut two hundred and fifty yards , the jungle 
getting thicker, and the trees harder, as thej advanced 

August l4th — ^Tlie working party, coicrcd ns usual, 
under Colonel Innes, cut three hundred and fifty jards, 
and saw the Pagoda verj distinctly, onij about one mile 
distant. We had a great deal of firing dunng the night, 
but without injury on our side. 

On the I5ili,the working party, under Alajor Sheppard, 
on their arrival at the end of the road, returned a can- 
nonade from three guns, which we could not see, hut which 
Ind been odcMfahly broug/it to bear upon tt, n-hiJe at tba 
same tune, a heavy and constant fire of mnsquetry, match- 
locks and jingalls, was kept up from both flanks and rear, 
hut being ill lerelled, the balL mostly flew over our heads 
After some delay, therefore, finding that, the enemy having 
at length got the e^act range, it was impossible to per- 
suade the wood-cutters to work , and aware, also, that his 
force was not sufficient to cover them, and dislodge our 
opponents, the Major resolved to return to the redoubt, to 
save the lives of his men We subsequently ascertained 
that the shot from their guns proceeded from a spot about 
two hundred yards to the n^t, and we did not return to 
camp until relieved at the redonbt in the evening 

On the I6th, the working party under Afajor M‘Lcod, 
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advanced in two columns, wilhoot guns, and ptnctnteil 
with difficulty to the front of the bank, from wlicnce the 
enctnj had fired the day before , but found it fortified so 
strongl), both by nature and art, that after n long struggle, 
in which onlj a few of our men could adiance at a lime, 
and during which ihej were exposed to a heavy fire, with- 
out seeing their opponents, the enterprise was abandoned 
It prosed to be a high bank, sloped down with a lliick 
abatlis, and thorns scattered at some distance m front, 
from which the guns still continued to impede the work 
August I7th — Neither our foraging or working parties 
in Shercwcle met with anj opposition The other work- 
ing party m advance was formed into two columns, one of 
which proceeded direct, while the other, composed of one 
hundred aud sixty Europeans, and four hundred Sepoys, 
cut a small road, about one thousand two hundred yards, 
to the right, and then returned Tlie first, remaining in 
the high road, kept up a constant fire of cannon till the 
other came back , when getting a report that all their 
water was expended, Jlajor M'Phcrson determined to re- 
tire, having already sent the Pioneers, fvc back to camp, 
under an escort of Sepoys U tamed very heavily during 
the march oftliis small party, and I think itvery lucky that 
the enemy were content to use the weapon least adapted 
to tUeir knowledge and abilities, firo-arms , with which, 
though they made a great noise, they did little execution 
On the 18lh, our working and covering parties, under 
Colonel Innes, followed tlie small road made the day pte- 
ceding, and cut fnc hundred yards further, where, cross- 
ing a high bank, they were exposed to a heavy fire, 
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Without seeing their opponents several men were killed 
and wounded here, and Colonel Jnnes Inmscir had a very 
narrow escape 

On the 10th, Colonel Agnew haring determined to take 
the enemy's cannon, a select party was formed under 
Captain Weston, com|K)scd of about eight hundred men, 
Duropcans and Sepoys, witli two six-poundcrs, and some 
Pioneers, under Captain Bogshaw and Lieutenant Gordon 

Wc pursued the same route which Colonel Innes had 
gone the day before , and being ordered to aroicl the bank, 
from which lie had been so much annoyed, cut off nearly 
south east, about tw-oliundredyanls to the left, and came to 
a bank about sixty yards onward It was here the enemy 
first shewed signs ofdisputmg the road with us, end Captain 
W eston accordingly posted one of our guns upon it, mov* 
ing forward the rest as fast as the Pioneers could cut, which, 
from the extreme density of the jungle, was a work of much 
time and labour Whilst we were thus occupied, the 
enemy fired several sarabogiea,* evidently as signals for 
the assemblage of their whole force in our neighbourhood, 
since all remained peaceable for the ensuing quarter of an 
hour At length, at about half past ten, a tremendous 
firing opened all round os, and ne could not perceive one 
of our opponents, although evidently within a few yards of 
them Having ascertained, however, that they were still 
advancing on our right flank, our men w ere formed four 
deep, facing outwards, with a gun on each flank, and oc- 
cupying the whole road “When we could perceive them 

• A species of paik guns, for firing salutes at feasis &c , but not used 
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within ten )ards, our firing commenced, the infanlrj all 
sitting, b) \shich planmanj lives were saved, and more 
damage done to the deluded crowds, who thus hemmed us 
in, for their own destruction Screams and groans suc- 
ceeded, but the firing still continued on their side, for 
about twentj minutes, when all was hushed, and wo 
pushed on, and gained another broad and high bank, 
covered with jungle Here Captain Weston consulted 
the other olTiccrs, as to tlic propriety of moving furtlicr m 
such ground, still uncertain where the guns might be, for 
which we had ventured so for, when it was detertnmed, 
as w e should by advancing, give the enemy lime to occupy 
the road we had left, that we should return forthwith 
We had then only cut about one hundred and fift) yards 
the whole morning, and the guns, as far as we could pos- 
sibly ascertain, instead of being as wc had expected, on our 
left flank, were about six hundred yards m out front At 
noon, therefore, we commenced our retrograde movement, 
and itx two hours reached Colonel Dalrymple and the 
working party, a few hundred yards m front of the re- 
doubt ISIortal men could liardly have done more than 
this small party, but Colonel Agnew , confidently calculat- 
ing on the capture of the enemy’s guns, and thereby 
shortening the labour and time of our advance on the new 
capital of our extraordinary opponents, was by no means 
pleased or satisfied with our return Of the enemy who 
were opposed to us, and who were probably from fifteen to 
twenty thousand men, oumbets must have been destroyed , 
while our loss was only one roan killed and four wounded 
Colonel Dalrymple with the working and covering party m 
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the mam road, who were waiting for our signal of the 
captuiu of the invisible batteiy, to push on and join us 
there, of course returned disappointed. We had very 
lieavy rain after we got home. 

August 20th. — A foraging party under Major M'Leod, 
went a long way to the eastward, and returned at noon 
with abundance of supphes. They saw several tents 
pitched in the jungle, but met with no opposition. We 
had no working party out to-day, but Major Sheppard 
with one hundred Europeans and five hundred Sepoys, 
was at the redoubt from sun-nse till evening 5 nothing of 
any consequence was done, and there was little finog, 
excepting at our outposts. 

On the 21st, a working party under Major Sheppard, 
cut a road to the left, thirty feet broad and two hundred 
long, opposite to the former one to the right. There was 
a good deal of firing without much damage, and wc had as 
usual, a heavy nun m the evening. 

On the 22Dd, a foraging party under Major Sheppard 
went out ten miles, and returned with plenty of straw : the 
enemy accompanied us at a little distance, fired a great 
deal, but did little mischief. The working party under 
Major M'Pherson did but little work, end we had again a 
very wet evening 

August 23rd. — Colonel Innea’s detachment, with all the 
cavalry, marched towards Tremium, to bring stores, Ss.c. 
to the camp, which were now much wanted ; a la^e 
tappsU* was despatched mth thexa, the Rest ire had been 

• The Post throughout the Madias Presidency is designated Tappall, 
at Dengal and Bombay U is styled Dawk, and traietliog expeditiously 
w therefore called going byTappill, or by Dawk 
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able to send since tvc left Ookoor, being completdy sur- 
Tounded, and our communication entirely cut ofi* for the 
last tncnty-fiie da}s. By this opportunity also, Lico- 
temnt-coloncl Dalrymplc, Major Grant, Doctor Tait, and 
Lieutenant Campbell, being all on the sick list, got per- 
mission to quit the camp. A coicnng part} under Cap- 
tain N. M. Smith vent out and cleared the ground round 
our post, and another smaller redoubt, about twenty paces 
bj fifteen, 'vas also constructed at the commencement of 
the road leading to tbe jungle, for a company to keep uji 
the communication iiith tlicadTanccd redoubt. Tlie camp 
was Ukemse removed about sik hundred janls nearer 
Sberen Cle, the Pagoda of which had been carefully forti- 
fied, and throwing back the wings, it formed a paral- 
lelogram, having the village for one face, exactly m the 
rear of tbe centre At about half past ten the enemy 
opened three guns upon us, from a bank to the (eft of tbe 
old ground, fonneily occupied by a picqnet guard, but tbe 
shot fell mostly short, and before a part) could assemble to 
take the battery by storm, Uie guns were silenced and 
withdrawn 

On the 24th, a iiorking party under Major Sheppard, 
cleared away some more ground round the redoubt, and 
returning in the evening, were fired on from both sides 
of tbe road We had taken out with us a hght gun in- 
vented by Captain Sadler, not being accustomed to it’s 
management, one of our own Pioneers was killed by the 
first discba^e The gun was consequently condemned 
hy all hands, and consigned to oblivious silence for ever 
afterwards 
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On the 25th the jungle patty under Major M'Pherson 
^^orked near the redoubt, and in the erening the redoubt 
party was attacked on both sides of the road , the enemy 
being more daring than usual, even came into the road, in 
front and rear, where they kept up a heavy fire, whilst the 
working party was also fired upon on it’s return to the 
camp One of the Poligars %vas killed by our gun, in the 
road, close to him, and though he was cut through, yet 
his companions earned him oflT 

On the 26th, nothing particular occurred , and on the 
27th, two working parties were emplojed m the jungle, 
in front and to the north , whilst a detachmentuoder Major 
Sheppard marched to reinforce Colonel Inues, and bring 
him and his supplies safe into camp We reached Tnp- 
patore. fourteen miles distant, at seven, P M and slept on 
our arms 

On the 28th, a firing in the direction of Tremium 
warned us of Colonel Innes’s approach, and we accord* 
ingly proceeded to join him, but recenmg orders to I'e- 
turn and secure the Fort of Tnppatore as expeditiously 
as possible, ihc Major, leaving a detachment with Colonel 
Innes, made a dash, and regained it before the enemj-’s 
arrival Our whole force then encamped in and about 
the old fort , vilicrc the heavj rain iii the evening kept us 
all on the niert 

On the 29th «e marched at day-break, our detachment 
forming the rear-guard ^\e had much skirmishing on 
the road, but reached the sillage of Pallimungglum m 
good lime, and encamped close to it, taking advantage of 
^omc banks in the neiglibourliood 
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As tins was the last opportunity the enemy could ha>c 
of predentin" the junction of our tnuch-N%antcd supplies, 
the morning of the 30th of August found us forming the 
tear-guard, as before, and the cnem^ at thcif posts on tlic 
road, to impede our advance Indeed, ever) thing that 
undisciplined savages could do, was attempted on this oc- 
casion they lined every bank and eminence on both sides 
of our march, and one party was no sooner beaten, than 
anolber appeared SliU ihcit efforts fell far short of what 
might have been expected , and we now began to suspect 
our old opponents, CaUbdmiSi Naig and his dumb cousin, 
with thePanjaluracoorcby Poligars, were cither absent or 
destroyed m the previous actions Their numbers and 
perfect knowledge of the ground gave them great advan- 
tages over us, who had to protect a very large convoy, 
and also Woodia Taver, a new chief, who was to be set up 
in place of the hlurdoos The Scotch brigade formed the 
advanced guard, and the principal work of the day fell to 
them, and to our party m the tear , who were constantly 
engaged from day-hght till half-past twelve, when we 
reached the camp at SherewClc It had now become 
common for any party of out's however few, to dash at 
any number of the enemy, who appeared near enough, and 
quite as usual, for them to run away their guns they 
were very careful to keep out of oar reach , and though 
they never fired harder than in this skirmish, yet the 
killed and wounded of all dcscnpttons on our side did not 
exceed forty or fifty men Many of their balls, also, were 
made of pewter, which hit without hurting severely The 
M gather being extremely sultry, the one thousand four 



110 MIIITAH^ [AD 

hundred gallons of orrackt three tliousacd bullocks loads 
of nee, and various other supplies which were received 
by this convoy, were most welcome remforcements 

In the evening the new sovereign of this country, 
Woodia Taver, paid his first visit to Colonel Agnew, ac 
companied by an elder brother and an old Brahmin , when 
after mutual compliments, he returned to his own tent, 
pitched m our head-quarter hne He was a good looking 
man, but discovered considerable embarrassment and want 
of familiarity with that dignity to which chance and the 
British Government had so oneipecfedJy raised him He 
appeared very grateful for the attentions he received , and 
whatever the motives of others imgbt be in this elevation, 
we gave him credit for sincerity, in bis appreciation of our 
exertions to raise him from obscurity and penury, to the 
rank of a Fnnce, and the revenues of a kingdom 

It was to-day resolved to quit this place, without furtlier 
prosecuting our attempt to reach Cabacoile, from the Sher 
wele side, and the rejoicing was unammous, at the pro- 
spect of leaving a place which had been the grave of bo 
many of onr brave comrades Even the honour which 
we lost, m abandoning the labonrs of a whole month was 
forgotten, m viewing the comparative facihty which the 
opposite direction held out Our camp had become sickly 
and many were suffermg from diarrhcea and dysenteiy , 
indeed, both officers and men bad died of tfiia vile scoui^e , 
while even those who contmoed to enjoy good health, 
were heartily sick of a standing camp in a spot entirely 
devoid of vegetation or verdure, where the only green that 
met the eye was the unpenetrable forest in which we had 
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been foiled by cowards, of such a perscrenng nature, 
however, that although bcatmg them cverj hour, tliey had 
succeeded so completely to siirround us, that we could 
neither send a letter, nor rcccire one, even from Pabam- 
cottah, for a whole month Jtany attempU liad been made 
to elude their vigilance, hnt I believe every one failed 
1 had myself given a fnendly Pohgar, who, knowing the 
people and ciery inch of the country, had volunteered the 
adventure, an adiance of five pagodas, avith one small 
letter , and he was on deliicry to have received a similar 
sum, equal m the whole to four pounds sterling, and to 
my shame and sorrow, I aflenvards learned, that though 
he set out in a dark night, he was discovered and put to 
death, within a few miles from our camp 

August Slst — A foraging party, under Major M'Leod, 
went out about twcUe miles, and returned almost empty- 
handed They were fired at on their way back, and bad 
four men killed and wounded 

On the 1st of September, a working party ivas sent out, 
with the u«ual escort, to destroy all our thirty two days’ 
handiwork in the jung!e,which they fully accomplished, by 
demolishing the redoubts, and burning all the brush-w ood 
m their neighbourhood , and returned with the out-^ards 
lo camp, watbout opposition 

On the morning of the 2nd of September.our whole force 
marched to Ookoor, from whence we liad advanced in the 
end of June, and amved there by noon, wthout molest- 
ation Here the head men of some of the neighbouring 
villages came in, and paid their respects to the new 
sovereign , and some villagers also brought fowls and eggs. 
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and claimed immunity and protection I strongly suspect 
a majonty of our late opponents m the jungle were people 
of this Jcscnption, cnticcdawaytromafife ofquietindus* 
try to the more gaudy and unprofitable profession of arms, 
by exaggerated accounts of the delights of npme and 
pillage 
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CUAPTCR !V. 

Conhittuilton d/ the Pohgar ll^n— Iwu^wofwn of Hoorfja Tiner— 
Capture af Me TempU of Verohmatlee— Fhe Pagoda of Caliaeode, 

I elU Murdoo and Chtena VurdM, the Pelel Chie/f — ITtetr Capture 
and iafe 

IOUG\U UAU 

Our mam force rcmammg encamped at Ooloor, on the 
moTnmgof the 3rd of September, a foraging parly went 
out under Captain Charles Trotter, and returned with 
abundance Another parly, as an escort to Colonel Agneiv 
and staff, marched through abroad road in low jungle, to 
a large village, called Sholavenm, three miles south south- 
west of our camp , having a capital Pagoda at it a north- 
western extremity, and the ruins of a square mud fort, 
within two hundred yards of it- The Pagoda wall was 
strong and perfect, fonnmg a square of from forty to fifty 
j-ards, and lv> eli e feet high To the north east, and partly 
south, was clear ground for nearly a mile in extent, having 
the famous city of Naulcotlah at the other extremity of 
the south face, which is consequently a mile off The 
ancient sovereigns of this country, now called Rlartawah, 
were originally styled Naulcottali Uajaha, and it is still 
supposed that the sanction and patronage of the head men 
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of this now insignificant village, is necessary to any Rajah 
of this extensive country. 

Woodia Taver, styled by the Madras government the 
“ Zemeendaar of Shevagungah,” having received the 
homage of these hing-makers this day, they promised 
to bring all the inhabitants back to their honses, and 
Captain Smith being left with two companies to garrison 
the Pagoda, we returned to camp ; though another party, 
sent in the evening to relieve him, was fired upon, on the 
march back, but had only one man wounded. 

September 4lh.— Intelligence being received that the 
enemy occupied a village in force, about two miles to the 
nght, Major Sheppard tvas ordered out with a ]7arty to 
•dislodge them. We marched at day-light, and were imme- 
diately met by the Poligars, whom we successively chaigcd 
from two banks, and pursued to the skirts of the jungle. 
In the village, which they politely relinquished at our 
approach, we found a la^ supply of grain, which the 
detachment effectually covered, until cattle were brought 
to remove it; which being effected by noon, we returned 
to camp. Colonel Innes’s detachment moved thcir ground 
to ShoHverani, where they encamped, to cover the work- 
men ordered to strengthen and fortify the Pngodn. 

On the 5th we lost Lieutenaat Scott of the Artllleiy, a 
remarkably fine }oung man, and an excellent officer; aud 
on the Cth a foraging party brought in some Biipphes. 

September 9lh. — Major Graham marched at da^-lmht 
for Mndma, with the sick and wounded men and officers* 
and here I took leave for ever, in this world, of one of the 
wamicsl-hcartcd and kindest souls I cier knew, poor 
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James Graljam , ^>ho, though himself hoi enng on the >xry 
bnnk of the grave, would not consent to quit the field, 
until Colonel Agnew, to save his !ife» put him m orders to 
command this detachment. He had joined the armj m a 
lerj weak state, contrarv to medical advice, and having 
commandv-d the partj which metwitli such unlooked-for 
and senous resistance from t!\e enemy on the 6tli of Au- 
gust, It had preyed on a romd of the keenest sensibility , 
although every man gave him fuU credit for a display of 
heroism and science, little to be cKpected in an invalid , 
and to his great personal ctertions on that occasion may 
also be attributed that increase of nervous debility, which 
so speedily terminated a Ufe of glory, and deprived the 
Madras army of one of it’s best officerb 

Of all the superstitions of the East, that of regulating 
movements of consequence, by attention to particular local 
positions, and the observation of what are called lucky 
days, and even hours, is the most ridiculous, and is too 
often attended with the roost injurious consequences, 
though on the present occasion, however, nothing disa«;- 
trous occurred The Brahmins m our camp and vicinity 
having fixed on the 12th of September, as an auspicious 
day, for the inauguration of the new Sheragar of Sheva- 
gimgah, Ins Highness Woodta Taver rose with the lark, 
adorned himself like a peacock, and moved m state to the 
Pagoda of Sholavcram, escorted by the staff, and the 
2nd battalion of the Cth regiment , where, having various 
religious ceremonies to pctform.ne left him till noon, when 
Colonel Agnew and staff, m full costume, proceeded with 
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an escort of cavalry, first to Colonel Innes 8 camp, where 
he joined (he cavalcade, and thence to the Pagoda , at the 
gate of which Woodn Taver’s tent ^vas pitched, with a 
temporary pandall for our reception The embryo digni- 
tary having met us here. Colonel Agnew, after the custom- 
ary salutations, presented him with a superb dress, at 
the same time giving h»s brother a similar one, but of 
miicli less value They then retired into the tent, and 
shortly afterwards the cavalry liaving been drawn up, 
with a Howdah elephant, and military band, the great 
men returned, dressed m them robes of honour, when 
they were greeted by a concalenalion of sounds, pro- 
duced by our band m conjunction with various native 
musical instruments , m which the warlike coUery horn and 
noisy tomtom, were the most conspicuous for execution 
On their arrival at the front of the pandall, Colonel Agnew 
on lus right, and Colonel fnnes on his left, handed the 
Rajah in, and seated him on a carpet in the centre, with 
his brother ou his left hand when, our chairs being placed 
in a semi-circJe, we all sat down opposite to them All 
being at length adjusted, and silence obtained, a matter of 
considerable difficulty, a scribe read aloud the proclama- 
tion of GoTemment, announcing the appointment of the 
said WoodiaTaver, to be Zemeendaar of the Sheva 
gungah districts Then, handing the deed to Colonel 
Agnew, he folded it up and presented it, with an appro 
pnate and congratulatory speech, to the new Zemeendaar, 
who expressed his gratitude in Q very eloquent and feeling 
reply A sal tc of eleven guns was then fired, and the two 
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Colonels haring handed the Pnnee into his howdah^**' the 
oiBcers all re-mounled, and the cavalrj formed an advanced 
and rear*guard, with drawn swords, having the elephant 
and staff m the centre. The procession then started, with 
a flounsh of tnimpeU and a march from the band ; the 
native music struch up, and a peal of shouts and shrieks 
from all the Pobgar and coUeiy attendants rent the air. 
After passing all round the Pagoda and camp, the caval- 
cade stopped at the cfxact spot from whence it set out, and 
Woodia Taver was again handed into the pandall by the 
two Cdonels The new Pivnte vras aetnally overpowered 
with gratitude , I saw a tear run down his cheek, and all 
at once, unable any longer to suppress hts honest feelings, 
he arose, threw himself at Colonel Agnew’s feet, and em- 
braced bis knees , whilst his brother, by a simultaneous 
movement and feeling, embraced the knees of Colonel 
Innes. 

The scene had now become truly interesting, and I must 
own 1 felt a sensation almost amounting to regret, when it 
was concluded, by our taking leave and retiring The 
Zemeendaai remained, to receive the homage of the few of 
his future subjects who had come over to our side , and at 
five, P. hi. he came back to camp, with his original escort 
On the 14tb of September, Lieutenant-colonel Spry 
returned to camp, ra command of the Isf battalion of the 
4th, and 2nd battalion of the IStli, from Madura, bnngmg 
abundance of supplies, both public and private; having 


\ or liUer of vanoos dimensions, fitted on the hack of an 

elephant for t1 « aceommodatioti of Princes, or great natives , >n courts. 
It M the stite-camage of the Sovaeign 
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left the cdvalryat Vcllatorc, with Captain Trotter, and the 
Hteapoor allies, to bring on our long intercepted Tappilh 
Captain Whitlie, of the Malay corps, and Lientcnanls 
rictclicr and Vigo, having recovered of their wounds, with 
a few recovered men, also rejoined us by this opportunity 
It having rained Iiardc\erj evening since the 6th, the tanhs 
were hllcd, and the country all round began to assume a 
verdant aspect Lieutenant Dcwlin, of the ^lalay corps, 
died this day of dysentery 

On the 16th, Lieutenant Pepper, with two companies of 
infantry, was sent tojom Captain Trotter, who was ordered 
to proceed at night to Keelvclavoo, to surprise a bead 
collery at that village , ivbilst at the same time Captain 
Chambers was despatched to seize another chief, and an- 
other village, in the same neighbourhood, both parties 
uniting after the service should be performed 

On the 16th, we received accounts that they had entered 
the villages at midnight and seized some prisoners, who 
were sent to camp, but that the bead men, having been 
apprised of the approach of our detachments, by lights 
and fires all along the direction they were marching, had 
effected their escape 
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September 17th Our two companies under Lieutenant 
Pepper returned to camp , and Colonel Agnew having de- 
termined on paying a visit to Perahmallee, a detachment 
marched at day-light, and joining Captain Trotter s party, 
at Vellatore, now under the command of Major Doveton 
promoted while out and superseding him accordingly, 
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moved on to Mellore, ■>\herc wc encamped. 'Hie road from 
Vclhtore to mtlnn a mde of Mellore vas through a jungle, 
three miles in length, and at this time complctelj under 
uater, Uic total distance being fifteen miles and a half. 
We struck out tents at ten, P. M , and marched at tleicii ; 
the fiRt two miles were passable enough, after ivliich ne 
had to wade through a continued sheet of water, partly 
tanks, and partly heavj paddy ground, in short, haiing 
lost our road when the moon set, it was by mere accident 
that we stumbled on a strip of drj ground, barelj suflicient 
to draw out the whole detachment upon, and wc^ slept there 
from two o’clock till five m the morning of the 18th, when 
vfo again set forward. It was with benumbed limbs tint 
wc once more waded through mud and water, generally 
three feet deep, dragging the guns oursches where the 
cattle were inaufiicicnt, till we arrived at a nice little drj 
plain, dose to the vvUage of Smgapadary, about four wwlea 
and a half from the hiU of PcraUmaUcc, Having accom- 
plished a night march of fourteen miles and a half, wo 
encamped, sending forward the cavalry and Tondiman’s 
Peons, to take the Pagoda, m which we were informed that 
the encraj had left only twenty men Captain hlunro, 
Brigade-major, and Mr George Hughes, our intelligent 
interpreter, put themselves at the head of the Peons, when 
they came near the place, and encouraged them to ad- 
vance , but, unluckily, they were not to be thus persuaded, 
and the enemy, animated undoubtedly by their hesitation, 
poured a fire of musquetry, which put a stop to the attack 
Tlie cavalry gallopers were now brought into action, a few 
discharges of which turned the scale , for the enemy, 
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obanclonin" their ’vantage ground, were perceived in full 
retreat, while Captain Munro was creeping into the wicket, 
followed bj a very few, who, more from shame than cou- 
rage, made a feint to back hum Thus came into our 
hand«, without loss, the far famed temple of Perahmallee, 
and Colonel Agnew, proceeding to tlie place after break- 
fast, gave us an opporttinify of eiaminmg it as a mihta/y 
post. I have seldom been more surprised than at the 
appearance of this fortification, which had been always de- 
scribed to US as a common Pagoda, surrounded by a simple 
wall, of a foot or two in thickness, and fifteen or sixteen 
feet high, and even from Singapadar) it looked like a 
tnflmg choultrj at the foot of a lull On our approach, it 
however gradually increased m respectability, and before 
wo reached the outer walls, we discovered that it was a 
stone fort of considerable extent and elevation, though all 
we could see from below ivas nothing, to what we found 
on ascending to the interior 

It was a solid stone fort, embracing the declivity of a 
rocky projection, nearly perpendicular, from a rugged and 
lofty mountain , it had two entire walls, and a fortified 
pettah outside the whole , each of thfe two outer places 
was completely commanded by the walls of the inner one, 
which was forty feet high, and perfectly impenetTable,being 
cut out of the solid rock, with a mere parapet of stone, 
added above the tare pletn There are tanks of water 
withm each wall, and a fine spnng from the rocks in the 
upper fort, with many strong and capital buddings in the 
choultry form, m both forts , and one in particular m the 
upper, so connected with the rock, as not Only to command 
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both forts, but every part of the pettah also, and arnost 
interesting and extensive view of the country for tlnrty 
miles round From this deliglitful spot we could distinctly 
sec tbe Pagodas of Coonagoodj, Caltacode,Tnckatoor,and 
Tetoomallee, the Mellore lIiHs, and AnntmaUce, near Ma- 
dura , but a range of adjoining hills prevented our seeing 
Secundermallee and Allcgenv The mountain, or Pigeon 
Hill, as it’s name signifies, is immensely high and rugged, 
and craggy to such a degree, that I do not think any man 
could climb to the summit , the fort is, indeed, so situated 
under aprojecting precipice, that little harm could be done 
by an enemy, even hold enough to creep to the extremity , 
stiU there are three bluff rocks, or large masses of stone, a 
short way up, from whence sharp-shooters might annoy 
the garrison of the lower fort and pettah , which, though 
perfectly accessible from the upper gate, appears tenable 
by twenty or thirty men Yet, were an enemy even des- 
perate enough to attack this party, and overpower them, 
they might still follow their opponents undercover to the 
very gate, and if that were shut, being m secunty bdiiod 
a thin wall, of about twenty feel high, most injudiciously 
built on the intenor, and connecting it with the rocks, they 
might then bum the back entrance, or even demolish the 
wall, this IS a crisis, however, never likely to happen to 
any party of British troops Captaia Charles Godfrey and 
his three companies were left to garrison the place, along 
with Captain W Macaulay, and Lieutenants Powell, Bal- 
main, Davis, and Hampton, having already discovered a 
depot of gram and other stores We had one man killed 
by a shot from the rocks , but the enemy retreated imme 
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diately after firing, and did not again molest us, the 
whole detachment, therefore, returned to the camp at 
Ookoor, on the 21st of September 
On the 24th, the cavalry and Bteapooreans, with tua 
hundred infantry under Lientenaols Langford and Smith, 
were sent to relieve Captain Godfrey at Perahmallee, who 
was ordered to return to camp immediately, with a large 
supply of gram collected at Nattam 
September 27th — Captain Lang u’as ordered into gar- 
rison at Fort Chve, or Nundycottah, as our men called it, a 
field work built by Colonel Innes, whose nickname, was 
Nundy, from his lameness , and the rest of the force pre- 
pared to moke a new dash at Cahacoile 

On the 30th Lieutenant-colonel Spry was directed to 
march at sight ivith a detachment, by the old road to 
Sherewele, and thence to proceed through the road ne 
cut m the jungle to Caliacoile The remainder of the 
troops were ordered to proceed m the morning, and Colonel 
Innes s force to meet us by another route, from Sholaveram 
Captain Godfreyjoined us at night 

CAUACOILE 

The dawn of the 1st of October saw us all advance by 
three distinct routes, to the redoubted Cahacoile , our ad- 
vance being under the command of Major Sheppard Wo 
experienced no opposition for the first three mdes, when ne 
armed opposite a bamer of some strength, from which a 
gun opened on our column Captain Vesey vras imme- 
diately detached at the head of a party into the jungle to 
take it in flank, whence the enemy «cre immediatclj dis- 
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lodged, without the loss of a single life on out putt, and 
only Doctor InglU,* our staff surgeon, and one pioneer 
wounded 4 They then made no further show of TCaistanco 
until we came to a plain of wet paddy ground, fronting 
Mootoor, from a high hanh in which they commenced an 
unavailing fire, but were soon put to flight, and appeared 
no more all day. Our camp rvas pitchetl on a small spot 
of dry ground, about a mile further on, nearly facing the 
eoulh-west, and the troops having rested a little and laid 
aside their knapsaehs, we pushed on to Caliacoile without 
any furt!\cr opposition, and found Colonel Spry and Ids 
detachment in quiet possession. After dispersing a party 
of the enemy neat the place, he liod taken post there at 
eight, A. M. The road we now marched over was perfectly 
good, and the barriers and thorns, although strewn pretty 
thicUy, could not hare delayed us a day, had we advanced 
in this direction three months sooner. Colonel Inues’a 
detachment having routed the enemy wherever they ap- 
peared on his march, killed an hundred of them m one 
tank, took possession of Calagoody about a mile from our 
camp, near hlootoor, aud then joining us, encamped upon 
our left, facing to the west. We halted at Caliacodc for 
about an hour, and then returned to camp m the eicning, 
having been altogether thirteen liours on our feet in a very 
hot day. 


• Mr. John Inslts was a man oftterUng abilities ; wilU great aclitity 
«r body, be possessed a chcerfulitess of disposition, suavity of manners, 
and benerolcnce of mind,wbicfi endeared him to all who liad the plea- 
sure of his acr^uaintanee lie has ROW long siticc passed “that bourne 

from Yfhence no Iraieller returns.** 
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Tlus Pagoda of Caliacode is a very large and handsome 
building, surrounded by a strong stone wall, about eighteen 
feet in height, and formmgone angle of the fort, which 
was nearly dismantled The enemy seemed quite dis- 
heartened and bewildered, by our different attacks at the 
same moment and hardly a soul appeared dunno" the re- 
mainder of the day We found here twenty one guns, 
mostly mounted, and a great quantity of stores , there 
were also many articles of European furniture, and amongst 
them, two clocks, and several pier glasses The fort had 
been well built and was extensive but the town, covered 
by a thick hedge onlj, formed one face of it, and con- 
tained many excellent houses. It had, indeed, never been a 
place of very great strength, but our local mformation 
was never such as could be relied upon, and no European 
in the camp knew any thing about the state of the country 
I had mjself, to’my shame be it mentioned, actually 
passed through it, a few months before, and been enter-’ 
tamed by Wella Murdoo in his palace at Sherewele, but 
had not then the slightest idea of ever again entenng it 
much less as a foe The Punjalumcoorchy men had been 
drnen to take up arms as their only resource , but hlurdoo 
bad no gnerance to redress, so far as ever came withm my 
knowledge, and nsbis rebellion was therefore gratuitous, I 
could not feel so much for him as for the Cat The pcopla 
of his country were also by no means equal to the others as 
soldiers, had they been so, wc should hi\e had many 
more difficulties to have surmounted indeed, jt is my 
serious opinion, that twenty thousand Punjalumcoorchecrs, 
would base been invincible in his country 
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October 2nd. — ^The detachment tinder Colonel Sprj' was 
relieved by a brigade tinder Ltcntenant Colond Alexander 
SI'Leod, and the former returned to camp. 

On the 3rd,* a division underMajorSheppard, marched 
from camp at sun-nsc, with orders to proceed, tw Caha- 
coilc, to Mungalum, where it was understood wc were to 
meet a large body of the cncmj. We arrived tlierc, how*- ^ 
ever, wlhoul opposition, at Inlf-pasl two, P,M., and 
formed our camp wnlli the rear to the village, and an im- 
mense tanV m our front, on the bund, or banb, of winch 
our quarter-guards were posted. The villagers, on seeing 
a while flag at our approach, came out to meet us, saj ing, 
that hlurdoo, with two Uiousand men, had been lately 
there, but had retreated into the jungle , and in the even- 
ing the head men from nine tillages came m to take 
Cowle from Major Sheppard The road from Calncoile 
to this place wus entirely through jungle, m some parts 
Very thick; and though hardly wide enough for carnages, 
was in other respects very good, when we had removed the 
thorns and milk hedges, which were occasionally tlirown 
across it. There was only one bamcr on the skirt of the 


• On tins day, having had a dispute with my commanding officer, I 
resigned my staff situation, and joined my corps , but, m justice to 
Colouel Agnew svho had e»er been a kind fnend to me, and who is 
tvaw Cifl t tRiiW ht ivi stt tx«ii\A \o maVe me reVim 

the Quartet mastership W otds had ho'nerer, passctl m the heat of the 
moment, to «hkh I could not hnng myself to bo again subject In a 
few months afterwards our intimacy was renewed, and he was kinder to 
me than ever, until the day of bis lamented death My always accom 
panjmg my own corps, when engaged wiQi the enemy, was the cause of 
our disagreement 
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jungle, about six furlongs from Mungalum, intended to 
defend the approach from Ramnad , and tins our Pioneers 
demolished in about two hours, and then returned under 
an escort to Caliacoile 

Colonel Agnevv having returned to IVIadras on the 4tli 
of October, we were agam put under the orders of Major 
Cohn Macaulay, and remained inactive, waiting to hear 
from him The head men of fifty villages came in to-day 
to take cQwle, and brought intelligence that the Murdoos 
had disbanded their forces, and, with only tuo hundred 
followers, had secreted themselves m the Shangrapoy 
jungle This we considered as very good news, for «e 
were not a little weary of such a tedious and unprofitable 
warfare 

What followed afterwards, was, indeed, of little import* 
once, the enemy no where making head against us • par* 
ties were sent to hunt them dotvn in the different jungles, 
and I had the bad luck to be m full pursuit of one of the 
Murdoos, for whom a large reward was advertised, when 
a few of our ally Peons fired at, wounded, and took, him, 
close to our party, thus depnving us of about ten ihou- 
ihousand pagodas, or four thousand pounds sterling In 
afewdajs both the Murdoos. with ihcir families, Cfiti- 
htimi'i ^alg, Datawai Pilly, and the Dumb Brother, svcrc 
all taken, and the men all hanged, excepting Dorn- 
Swam}, tlio }oungeat son of Che<m\M«rdoo,and Dallawai 
Pillj, who, being of less consetjucncc, were transported 
for life to Prince of ttaless Island, with seventy of 
their devoted rulloucrs, and thus ended (his most ha- 
raMing warfnrc, in I'hicli the crpcnditurc of life had been 
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piofose, and tlie result any thing but honourable to the 

sumvors 

Of the tno^Iurdoos, ko frequently mentioned in tins 
narrative, the elder brother nas called Wclla, or ^tU^ 
Murdoo, but be had notliing to do with the management 
of the country lie nas a great sportsman, and gaic up 
his whole tune to hunting and shooting Being a roan of 
tmeommon stature and strength, his chief delight was to 
encounter the monsters of the woods, and it was even 
said, that he could bend a common Arcot rupee witb liis 
Angers, llnewtumbeied walK the cates or trappings oC 
government, he led a sort of wandering hfe, and occasion- 
ally nsiled his European neighbours at TaDjore,Trichi» 
nopoly, and Jladuta, by whom he was much esteemed 
If any one iranted game, a message sent to Vclli Murdoo 
was sore to procure it, or if he wished to partahe in the 
the sports of the field, Velh Murdoo was the man to con- 
duct hira to the spot and to insure his success, as well as 
to watch over his safelj Did a royal tiger appear, while 
his guest was surrounded by hardy and powerful pikcmcn, 
Velh Murdoo was the first to meet the monster and des 
patch him A life such as this although it may appear 
idle and insignificant to those accustomed to the safety of 
a well regulated country, was very far from being without 
U s usefulness, in a district overrun ivilh jungle, and in 
Tested by beasts of prey The minor game was, however, 
politely decoyed or dnren m front of his European fnend, 
who might thus, with less danger, kill hogs, elks, deer, 
pea fowl ?wc in abundance From this Oriental Nimrod 
I had received many marks of attention and kindness 
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when stationed at Madara, in the year 1795, and then 
one of the youngest subalterns in the place , a pietty cer- 
tain proof of his disinterestedness 
The Cheena Murdoo was the ostensible sovereign of an 
extensive and fertile TOuntry.and his general residence was 
at Sherewele Though of a dark complexion, he was a 
portly, handsome, and aflable man, of the kindest manneis, 
and most easy access , and though nilmg over a people to 
whom his very nod was a law, he lived m an open Palace, 
without a single guard, indeed, when I visited him jnPebru- 
ary, 1795, every man who chose to come in, had free 
ingress and egress, while every voice called down the 
blessing of the Almighty upon the father of bis people 
From a merely casual visit, when passing through his 
country, he became my fnend, and during my continuance 
at Madura, never failed to send me presents of hoe nee 
and fruit, parliculariy a Urge roughsiunoed oriDge, 
remarkably sweet which I have never met with m such 
perfection in any other part of India It was he, also, 
who first taught me to throw the spear, and hurl the collcry 
stick, a weapon scarcely known elscwheie, but tn a skilful 
hand, capable of being thrown to a certainty to any dis- 
tance within one hundred yards Yet tins very man, I 
was afterwards destined by the fortune of war, to chase 
like a wild beast, tosccbaclly wounded, and captured by 
common Peons , then hngcnng with a fractured thigh m 
prison , and lastly, to behold him with his gallant brother, 
and no less gallant son, sarrounded by their principal 
adherents, hanging m chains upon a common gibbet • 

Ofilic Oil, I base already made mention, but I cannot 
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close this account of liorrors, willjout a few >^onls, in 
memory of one of the mo^t extraordinary mortals I e>er 
knew , a near relation of Culabomi^ Naig, who was both 
deaf and damb^ was well known by the English under the 
appellation of Dumhy, or the Dumb Brother, by the 
Mussulmans, as Mookab , and by the Hindoos, as Oomee , 
all having the like signification He was a tall, slender 
lad, of a •very sickly appearance, yet pos-^cssing that energy 
of mind, which m troubled times, always gams pre-emi- 
nence , whvUt in his case, the very defect which would 
have impeded ancthec, proved a powerful auxiliary in 
the minds of ignorant and superstitious idolaters The 
Oomee nas adored, bis slightest sign was an oncle, and 
every man flew to execute whatever he commanded No 
council assembled at which he did not preside , no danng 
adventure was undertaken, which he did not lead Ills 
method of representing the English was extiemely simple 
he collected a few little pieces of straw, arranged them on 
the palm of his left hand to represent the English force , 
then, with other signs, (be the time, S,.c , he drew the other 
hand across and swept them off, with awhiar.mg sound 
from his month, which was the signal for attack, and he 
was generally the foremost m executing those plans, for 
onr annihilation \yhaleTcr undisciplined valour could 
effect was sure to be achieved wherever he appeared , 
though poor Oomee was at last doomed to grace a gal 
lows, m reward for the most disinterested and purest 
patriotism He bad escaped, as it were, by tmraCle in 
every previous engageroent although every soldier in our 
camp was most anxious to destroy so notorious and cele 



132 


’iiiLixAry 


[AD 


brated a chieftain On the 24th of May, when the fort 
was wrenched from them, and the whole were retreating, 
pursued by our cavalry, poor Oomee fell, covered with 
wounds, near a small village, about three miles from Pun 
jaluracoorchy As soon as our troops had returned from 
the pursuit, Colonel Agnew instantly ordered the Etea- 
pooreans to follow them till night, offering rewards for any 
men of consequence, dead or alive Our allies, conse- 
quently, set out with great glee, somewhat late in the 
evening, and in the meantime, an appearance of quiet 
induced some women of the village to proceed to the field 
of carnage, in the hope of finding some of the sufferers 
capable of receiving succour Amongst the heaps of slam 
they discovered the son of one of the party, still breathing, 
and after weeping over him, they began to raise him up, 
when exerting bis little remaming strength, he exclaimed, 
“ Oh mother* let me die, but tty to save the hfe of 
Swamj/, who lies wounded near me The word he used, 
fully justifies my assertion of their adoration, ns it s literal 
meanine is a deity The woman, animated by the oanie 
feelings, immediately obejed her dying son and speedily 
found Oomee weltenng in his blood, but still alive, and 
these evtraordmary matrons, immediately lifted, and earned 
him to the mother s house, where they were busily em 
ployed stanching lus wounds, when they were alarmed by 
a sudden shout from the Eteapoorcans, m pursuit There 
15 nothing like the ingenuity of woman at such a cnsis 
These miserable and apparently half imbecile creatures 
conceived a plan, in an instant, which not onlyproietl 
successful but most probably saicd the lives of several 
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Others They covered the body over a cloth, and set 
np a shriek of lamentatioa peculiar to the circumstances 
The Eteapooreans on their arrival, demanded the cause, 
and being informed, that a poor lad had juat expired 
of the small-pox, fled for theit lives out of the village, 
VMlhout ever turning to look behind them. Howhevsas 
afterwards preserved, I could never Icam, but, certainU, 
hewas present, and as acluc as visual, on the 7th and IQth 
of June , and was taken alive at the conclusion of the cam- 
paign, and hanged, along with bi«» gallant and ill-fated 
relation, on the tower vre had erected in the plain, before 
Punjalumcoorch) , now the only monument of that once- 
dreaded fortress, if we except the buiymg-ground of six 
or seven hundred of our slaughtered comrades, m it’s 
vicinitj 

No sooner was order again restored than the southern 
corps returned to Pallamcottah , and I was detached to 
command Tutuconne, wither all the rebels destined for 
Iranspoitalion were sent in the first instance , and there I 
had. the melancholy satisfvclion oflightenmg the chains of 
Dora Swam) , the ) onager and only sumving son of my 
poor quondam fnend, Cheena ^tlurdoo, a youth of about 
fifteen, condemned to perpetual banishment With a mild 
and dignified resignation, this amiable yonng man bore his 
cruel fate without a murmur, but such was the melan- 
choly expression in his fine countenance, that it was im- 
possible to see and not commiserate him As he was con- 
signed to my personal charge, to conmve at his escape was 
impossible , hut being under the same roof with me, in the 
large fortified factory, I was enabled to free him from his 
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Ignominious fetters, and separate him from the maSs of his 
fonner menials His person was equally secure, in a com- 
modious chamber, enjoying the company of his jailor and 
family, and fed with wholesome meils, dressed by a re- 
spectable man of his own caste and religion A vessel 
being commissioned by Government to cany the seventy 
convicts to Penang, Xiieutenant Rockhead of the Gtli re^ 
raent was appointed to command the escort Whether 
this appointment proceeded from the mere chance of rou- 
tine, or from particular selection, I know not , but never 
could it have fallen on a man more fitted for the humane 
and honourable discharge of such a duty T bad kuouri 
him intimately m the field, and he fortunately arm ed in 
time to become personally acquainted with tbc now-con- 
demned sovereign of the country in which we had so lately 
been employed Captain Lee, who commanded the ship, 
had also an opportunity of participating in our feelings 
towards his future passengers, particularly the caplivo 
Pnnee, while the requisite stores and provisions were col- 
lecting and removing to the vessel 

Isever shall I forget the day, when, on the wharf at Tu- 
tucorme, I consigned niy charge over to Licuten'int Hock- 
head I stni seem to see the combiiiatton of ft/Tectioii and 
despair which marked the fmo countenance of my young 
fnend Dora Swamy, os I handed him into the boat, and 
tlic manly and silent misery, winch ins companions in 
nfiliction displayed, on quitting their dear native land for 
ever Here, to all appearance, our acquaintance wa* to md , 
but fortune had still another pang in store for me, for being 
forecd to sea for my health, m the year J8J8, and Jand/ng 
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at Penang, I rcceirctl a sudden ^isjt from a miseraWc de- 
crepit old roan who, when, without the most distant recol- 
lection of lus person or coimtcn'incc, I demanded Ins name 
and business looVed for some lime m roj face, the tears ran 
down his furrowed cheek, and at length he uttered theword 
“DoraSwamy' It came like a dagger to my heart, the 
comiction was instantaneous 51} poor }Oung prisoner 
stood before me , changed, dreadfull) changed m outward 
appearance, but still with the same mind, and cbensbing 
the remembrance of former days and former fnendships 
The casual hearing of my name liad r6nvcd Ins aficction, 
and, I much fear, the mistaken hope, that an adi ancement 
in rank might aSbrd me the means of lessening his misery 
He even entreated me to be the bearer of letters to his 
surtnrmg family, but this I understood was contrary to the 
existing orders since though I found the Governor, the 
late Colonel Banncrroan, my former commanding officer, 
kind and considerate it did not appear to rest with him, 
and I was compelled to dechne Let me however, in con 
elusion express a hope that this narrative may fall into the 
hands of some kind hearted Director of that honourable 
Company which I have served so long, and be tlic means 
of alleviating if not entirely removing the sufibrinf^s of an 
innocent man, the country being now completely settled, 
and no chance of any ill clTects, as regards state policy, 
htely to accrue from such a compassionate measure 
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CIIAPTER V 

Franqiitlar — Cuddalort—Sminu — 'Dte Cortfcn of Sautgtur^The 
'\Jyiort Country— l^ngn! rc—Seringapato t—Trcojafor the Zlah 
retlah liar — Poonah— Lopturt <f Jhmcdnuggcr 

TrlA^QUEDATl, 

I NOW pass over a period of little interest, and proceed to 
the month of August 1802, when going on furlough to 
Bengal, I landed on the Danish settlement of Tranqnebar, 
situate on the coast of Coromandel, nearly equi*distaDt 
from Pondicherry and Ncgapatam , and only a few 
miles from the English settlement of Nagore The landing 
here is much easier effected than at any other port on the 
same coast, north of Tutocorine The surf is m itself 
tnfling, the boats are large and titrmgly built, consider- 
ably longer than those of Alasulipatam, hladras, or Pori 
dicherry , and instead of mnning on the beach as at the 
two latter, they enter a small creek which carries their 
cargoes almost np to the town in smooth water The 
place is large, and was originally fortified , the works 
however, are now much decayed, and could never have been 
very formidable They consist of a wall running into 
salient and re-cntenng angles, joined by curtains not 
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cannon-proof, and without any ^pod bastions. There is a 
small quadrangular citadel on the south ^>estem angle, 
much dilapidated by time and the spray of tlie sea, in 
which IS the council chamber, with a hght-housc and a 
flag and signal staff erected on llic roof There are many 
noble buildings in this town, but thej are so jumbled 
together in narrow streets, that the effect of their beaut) 

IS entirely lost; and the whole appeara a confused mass of 
pillars, doors, and windows, thrown together without cither 
order or system The) must consequently be exceedingly 
close in such a climate, but most of the respectable in- 
habitants lia%c garden-houses outside, at the distance of 
from one to three miles from the fort. Here I had an 
opportunity of putting to the test the humanity of the 
Danish Doctor named Follcy a servant having sufTcred 
extremely from sea-sicVness, was earned on shore and 
kindly lodged m the house of a gentleman with whom I 
resided , when this medical gentleman paying a morning 
visit there, I immediately entreated him to sea the poor 
dying native, which he positively refused, and abruptly 
left me It is to be hoped there are very few such Doctors 
m Denmark The servant died in the house 

An unfortunate jealousy of our nation, at this time, 
rendered it unsafe for an Englishman to mix much wiUi 
the inhabitants, and some lives having been lost on both 
sides, 1 studiously avoided all promiscuous intercourse , 
though on a former occasion, some years previous, I had 
spent a few very pleasant days there Provisions are both 
reasonable and abundant, but Tranquebar is not by any 
meansadeurable residence, from the extreme heat and 
the nature of the soil 



138 


Mil ITARY 


[AD 


CUDDALORK, 

Or\ the sea-c(nst, fifty*cight miles by land north of Tran- 
qucbar, ^vas onco a place of considerable importance m 
Eastern lustorj, lliough row an insignificant spot, and 
almost abandoned by the English Colonel Dupont, an 
old invalid officer, was in the nominal command, with a 
few veterans as a garrison The fortifications of this 
place are nearly three miles in extent, entirely open to the 
sea, there being on tliat face, a nver and marshy ground 
nearly impassable , and the norhs then going to rata, 
oppeared to have been pretty strong onginally The 
houses in the interior are mostly small, and built by tbe 
natives, though about two miles distant outside, across a 
riverfull of alligators, there were somegood English garden- 
houses, near the high road to Pondicherry, which is distant 
about sixteen miles 

Passing through Pondicheny, now considerably ad 
vanced m it a decline, we proceeded to Allumparva, an 
insignificant village twenty-six miles further, where a 
Portuguese hostess received guests at a veiy moderate 
charge, and feasted them with oysters, so celebrated all 
over the East, that in those days they were constantly sent 
from, hence to Pondicherry, and even to Madras This 
miserable hotel deserves especial mention, because it 
was the second of two only, to lie met with all over the 
Carnatic no such accommodations being customary m 
the eastern roads We next came however, to the first 
and best of these Oriental inns, at Sadras, distant twenty 
two miles further on the sca-coast,or low road to Aladras 
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In It’s present state, is a small Dutcii town, ^ erj pleasantly 
situated within a few htnidTid of tho s<r\, the 

ground being green and harrl, winch is a very uncommon 
Bight on this coast, and the tar fresh and cool There arc 
se\ eral neat and commodious bouses on the sea-face, in one 
of which lived ^6n&. Mallec, or 3ilws Isaacks, one of the 
greatest curiosities in the East Tins enormous spinster 
had formerly weighed twcntj-ooc stone, bat at this period 
she was by sc\cro illness reduced to hftcen, and she 
shortly after paid the debt of nature Having relations at 
Negapatatn, she had occasionally performed the journey 
m a palanquin made expressly for her use, and it was 
asserted was then earned by no less than thirty-six bearers, 
while other Europeans had but twche, and many a fat 
Brahmin was actually moved about at tlic same rate by 
four the sacred character of the latter, no doubt lightening 
his apparent weight, but could an European mountain, 
although a young one, which her natne appcUation indi- 
cated, be earned by fewer sable and imbecile emmets 
This young lady kept the inn ot hotel at Sadras, where 
she lived well herself, and never starved her customers, 
but being m the habit of favouring them with her com- 
pany at meals, the sight of her shrivelled form, her skin 
hanging- in Sa\es, for all the norld hke the hide of a 
young rhinoceros, was not exactly calculated to improve 
OUT appetites at the dinner table 

On a rising and commanding spot, close to the sea- 
shore, stand the rums of a regular square brick fort, the 
curtains of which ate one hundred and fifty yards, and the 
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bnstions forty yards square AM the basUons have, however, 
since been blown U|j, and time bos olhcnvise dismantled 
this fortress, once a complete model I never saw finer 
military buildings than Jt has contained bonib*proof bar- 
racks, guard rooms, Svc , ■with large magazines under each 
bastion In it I also discovered many handsome monu 
ments, one of which, without the slightest mark of decay, 
had on it an inscription perfectly legible, dated m 16S2, 
being then one hundred and twenty jears old 
I pass over both my journey to IVIadras, and vojage to 
and from Calcutta, as containing nothing of nn interesting, 
or novel nature, and return to Vellore m January 1803, 
vihence I proceeded to Senngapatam, to join Major 
General Wellesley's arm}, then about to tale the field 
against the Mahrattahs From Veliore to Xauipctt is 
a distance of about thirty miles, where thereisan excellent 
choultry for the accommodation of travellers, and withm 
a mile of it, is the famous garden of Sautghur, of consider- 
able extent, and containing quantities of the finest fruit m 
India. This garden, which was originally completely pro- 
tected by numerous fortifications, had five hundred gar 
deners in regular pay besides a large gamson to guard it , 
and, with the contiguoustoi»D,aTeryfineone,ts situated m 
a valley, between a range of ragged hills, formerly fortified, 
and the Ghauts, which separate the Carnatic from Mysore 
The term in Hindostanee, intimates the number of those 
mountains , saut meaning seven, and ghur a hill fort 
These hiM forts were formerly garrisoned by the Jfabob 
Wallajah to whom they belonged , but were now aban 
doned and overgronn with rank jungle, whilst the garden, 
still the property of the nominal successor, had about 
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tliirty gardeners only to keep a small part of it in order, 
and transmit the produce to him at Madras. A considerable 
quantity of both the attar and conserve of roses was made 
here, but these two articles were kept exclusively for their 
master j though a large portion of the fruit was disposed 
of, and the money carried to lus account. 

The country, all the way from Vellore to the Ghauts, Is 
both verdant and beautiful, being exceedingly well watered, 
and the road as far as Laulpett, has an avenue of banian 
and otlier trees, to shelter travellers. The road from kaul- 
pelt to the Ghaut had been lately repaired, but it passes, 
through a good deal of uneven ground, with a river 
and nullahs, which constantly injure it for wheel carriages. 
The foot of the pass is about four miles from Laulpett, and 
as very considerable pains had been taken to make it per- 
fectly practicable, I now found the Peddanaig Doorgum 
Pass, in a very improved state from what I had experienced 
in the time of Lord Cornwallis.* It is four miles and a 
half in length, and said to be nearly araile in perpendicular 
height, above the Carnatic. The prospect from the road, 
about half way up, is grand and picturesque beyond 
description, with the beautiful valley which you have j ust 
quitted in the fore-ground, and a succession of hills and 
mountains towering to the sides, in the centre. The 
Sautghur Hdls in particular, stand prominent in majestic 
beauty, to which the ruins of their former fortifications, 
peeping here and there through the deep green foliage, 
add considerable interest. This Pass was formerly for- 


Doorgum, or Drooj, meaning a tnil-fort, laTclujga.Tamul, and 
Cattaiese 
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tified, and had it been defended by Tjppoo, when we first 
ascended it, must have cost us very dear. At Uie summit 
and only about a mile from the road, stands the hill fort 
from whence it takes its name, breached and dilapidated, 
but still frowning on the plain below. A miserable bun- 
galow, erected for the dneomfort of travellers, is to be 
found about a mile further on, with a small villatre and a 
very fine tank, which gives it’s name to the spot ; Naiken 
Yaree, meaning Pedda Haig’s Tank, Here, travellers, 
whose cattle and attendants are pretty well fatigued by the 
steep ascent, generally put up, and if they unfortunately 
move light, that is, without tents, they will all agree with 
me, m the oppeDation I have bestowed on a building, which 
1 haveknoivn up to 1821, for twenty years It was always 
leaky, with broken doors and windows, on a spot where 
the extreme cold of at least thirty degrees, is ctpenenccd 
in the temperature of the night, and little less by day ; and 
what makes this remark the more poignant is, that for the 
last twenty-five years, every other stage on the rond from 
Madras to Senngapatam, has afibrded ample shelter and 
accommodation for travellcro, who would therefore require 
tents at this one inhospitable place only, in a road of three 
hundred miles From NaikenYorce to Bangalore, a dis- 
tance of cigbty-two miles, tiic road was capital, with 
excellent bungalows, crccletl at all the mtcrveiiiijg stages 
by ibe Mysore government. In this route i» C'olaar, the 
birth-place, as well as the biinal-phce of the famous llyder 
Ally'Cawn, about half-way between the Pass and Ban^nt- 
lore, it is a con>|nct and picturesque fortress, wuh {i,e 
most intneale gateway unaginaUe, and is situated on the 
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northern hank of a very fine tank, a short distance from 
the lo^vn, ^vhich is large and tespcctaWc. Tlic family 
buinl-ground of the man whose courage and abilities 
raisctl him from a Tcry inferior station to the throne, nith 
a beautiful garden in it’s Mcmity, is at the ivcstem extre- 
tnily, %shetc a nigged mountain, at ashort distance, frowns 
O'cr tlie whole The tradition of the place is, that this 
mountain was formerly tho abode of some giint tribe, 
■whose habitations arc still to be traced in monstrous frag- 
ments on tlie summit , and though the original possessors 
are all extinct, no inferior mortal of the present day lixs 
exet dated to venture up, to ascertain the fact I have 
on more than one occasion, by holding out considcrablo 
pecumary temptations, endearoured to induce some of tho 
natives to accompany me up, but faded, from their super- 
stitious credulity , and it nas far too rugged and inacces- 
sible, to he attempted by any one who did not know the 
way I suspect the truth w, tlial it was once the bocutc 
retreat of banditti, for it is notorious that travellers, both 
Europeans and natives, were not only robbed, but occa- 
sionally murdered m this neighbourhood Indeed, at the 
very time when I visited it. Colonel Davis of the 25th dra- 
goons, who was travelhng the same road, only two staf^es 
a head of us, awoke m the night, when a gang of robbers 
■was just making off with his writing box Unarmed as be 
was, ho rushed out of his tent, and was instantly assailed 
by SIX armed men A Portuguese servant following him, 
threw himself between his master a^nd the first ruffian, and 
was killed The Colonel, however, being a powerful man, 
and a good swotds-man, snatching a sabre from one of tho 
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assailants, and cutting away to the nght and left, was 
soon master of the field, »vith one of the enemy dead 
at his feet, and two more desperately wounded, whom his 
servants secured , the rest unfortunately escaped It is 
said, though Hyder Naig, afterwards Hjder Ally Cawn, 
was originally buned at Colaar, yet that his son, Tippoo 
Sultaun.had (he hpdy removed to the magnificent ]\Iauso 
leum in the Lall Baugh, at Sermgapatam 

Colaar is also so famous for a breed of vicious horses, 
that, all over the Peninsula, whenever a horse turns out ill, 
he 18 called Colarie The country from thence to Banga 
lore IS both fertile and beautiful , several tine flourishing 
towns being on the high road, with bungslows at each, for 
travellers 


BA^GALO[l£ 

The fort of Bangalore, ongioally shaped much 2ihe an 
egg with a high stone rampart and deep ditch, was 
breached by us in 1791, but when again delivered over to 
Tippoo, he dismantled it Poomiah, the new Rajah’s 
minister, had, however, now completely rebuilt it, on the 
former foundation, and it had an English garrison, under 
Major Andrew M'Cally The pettah is a very large and 
wealtjjy place, with a strong bound hedge, at the storm of 
which. Colonel Moorhouse and several officers lost their 
lives I did not perceive any Alteration in it since that 
time, though ibe present cantonment was not then in 
existence i. 

From Bangalore to Senngapatam, n distance of seventy- 
eigfit miles, there is a capita) road, through a very fine 
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and floarislung conntrj'. Our*cainp 'vas pitched about 
four miles to the northward of the fort ; and I joined ray 
corps on tlic 22nd of January, 1803. The Honourable 
■Major-general Arthur Wellesley, who then commanded 
SenDgapatanii as well as our force, llfcd in the Howlul 
Baugh, on the island ; and in the short interval before our 
march, he manajnvred his future army, and taught us that 
uniformity of movement, which was aftcr^vards to enable 
him to conquer foes twenty times as numerous, and to 
acquire for himself a name, winch can never perish ra tlic 
East. In the pursuit and annihilation of Dhoondia, the 
Sepoy General had already laid the foundation of his 
future fame j but Uttlc did any mortal at this time foresee 
thercsoutces of that master-mmd, which the approaching 
campaign was destined to develop 


SER1^CA^ATAM, 

Is formed upon the angle of an island, between the Cauvery 
and Coleroon rivers, where it's fort rises to astonish the 
beholders, by a display of labour and art, without much 
science, the worbs on the land side being enormous and 
commanding, while those towards the nverareall ill chosen 
and deficient; knowing that nvez to be, as at certain sea- 
sons it turned out, perfectly fordable. The fort is of great 
extent, encompassed by two entire walls, and two deep and 
formidable ditches; with many good bastions and several 
commanding cavaliers, of which the natives of India ate 
exceedingly fond, and the gates, as usual, in the East, 
coveted by numerous extra works The principal fault 
appeared to us, to be it's approaching too near to the bank 

VOL. I J. 2 
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from msalt, in short cverj thing m this solemn spot, 
bearing a semblance of respect for n departed must 

tend to raise the English Go'crnmcnt in the csUmition of 
ercry native of any sense or discnmmation in the counlx} 
The ShahrganjamPett,on the other side of the island, 
la a very large and respectable tonn. containing a nch 
and numerous population, but from thcloivnessof it’s situ- 
ation, and the pTosimitj to tlie nver, it is extremely un- 
healthy TheDonlut Baugh, in another direction, about 
a rode from the fort, is a very neat and s^cll ciillivated 
garden, vndi a Va^acc of uncommon \\gh\tie%a and VicanVy, 
close to the nver, and m which the Great Captain of the 
age then resided One of the halls was adorned with 
native representations of Bailhe s defeat, with every exag- 
geration to the prejudice of the Europeans , which paint 
mgs, being somewhat impaired, ilie General, it was said 
paid a large sum for their renovation at all events, when 
1 saw them, they were entire and perfect Before I take 
leave of Senngapatam, I must mention that it is a roost 
unhealthy spot and since it came into our possession, has 
been thegraie of thousands Tippoo iias,mdccd, sowcll 
com meed of this, that until dm en to seek shelter under 
it s walls, the troops composing its garrison were alnajs 
quartered at some distance outside, and only the men 
sufficient for it’s protection, kept at a time on the island 
On the 8th of February, the army destined for tlic 
Id ahrattah country , made its first movement , and was com 
posed of the following corps — 

The Staff consisted of Captain U Barclay, Deputy 
Adjutant-general , Captain Cunningham Deputy 
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of the river, from whence alone there was a chance of 
breaching , and from the eTtent of the interior, and natnre 
of the ground, it was at one tune proposed to our govern- 
ment by Colonel Caldwell, an able engmeei, to cut off the 
part so exposed, and erect new works, half a mile m it’s 
rear, at an expense of several laca of pagodas This alter- 
ation, ably executed, would, in our hands, render it im- 
pregnable , but in the present state of affairs m the East, 
no works are necessary to insure the English dominion. 
A mild and just exercise of authority is the foundation, the 
affection and fidelity of a numerous and well-disciplined 
army, the ramparts, and tbeir bayonets, the patUpefs, 
through which, while they continue onimpaired, no enemy 
has power to penetrate Tippoo had a beautiful Palace in- 
side, and there was a Mosque of uncommon elegance, with 
high minarets, near the Bangalore gate, from whence the 
whole siirroundtrig country could be distinctly seen 

On the same island, three miles to the eastward, was the 
Laul Baugh, a lovely garden, containing a splendid Palace 
m the eastern style, and the celebrated hlosqua and tomb 
of black granite, in which are deposited the remains of 
Hyder Ally, the Bahauder, and Jus son Tippoo, tbeSiiItaun 
of Mysore, very richly decorated wiUi satin and kinkaubs, 
from the Prophet’s tomb at Mecca, and flowers daily 
strewed all over the floor Several Sloonsh Priests and 
devotees reside near it, paid by our government. Over the 
outer door of the sepulchre are certain Persian distiches, 
embossed in granite, with a verse by Tippoo himself over 
the mtenoT Cnghsli guards were placctl at the entrances, 
to protect the tombs from pollution, and the attendants 
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Thomas Dallas, and Captain A Grant, of the 
^atlve infantr), Dngade-major 
His Majtely s 19lh light dragoons, — Lieutenant-colonel 
Matnell 

4lh ItaliYc ca%alrj,— Major A HoycT 
fith A^atiie cavalrj, — -Major Leonard 
7Ui AaUve cavalry, — Major tiuddlestone 
The 1st mfantrj hngade, under the command of Colonel 
Harness, nith Captain Tolfrcy, Bngado-roajor, 
and Lieutenant Momn, Quartet master 
Scotch hngade, — Major remer 

His Majesty fl 1st battalion of the 2nd regiment,— Lieu- 
lenanl<oloncl GntRn 

2nd battalion of the 3rd regiment, — Major Kennet 
2nd battalion of the I2lh regiment,— Licutenant-colonel 
M'Leod 

The 2nd infantry brigade under Colonel iVallace , with 
Captain Agnew, Brigade majoT,and Captain Camp- 
bell, Quarter master 

His Majesty s 74thTegiincnt, — Major Swmton 
1st battalion of the 3rd regiment of Native infantry,— 
Captain Vesey 

Ist battalion of the 8th regiment of Native infantry, — 
Lieutenant-colonel Orrock 

2Dd battalion of the I8th regiment of Native infantry, — 
Lieutenant-colonel Chalmers 

The park of artillery was under Captain Beaumao , and 
the Pioneers iicre commanded by Captain Heitland 
Prom Hurryhur loPoonah, a march of three hundred 
and fifty miles was accomplished by the General and 
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Quarter-master-general, and Captains -West and 
Bellingham, Aids-de-camp. 

His Majesty’s 33rd regiment, under the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Elliot. 

2nd regiment of Natire cavalry, — hlajor Burroirs. 

Park and artillery, — Captain Steel. 

1st battalion of the 2Qd r^ment of Native infantry, — 
Lieutenant-colonel Griffin. 

1st battalion of the 3rd re^meot of Native infantry, — 
Captain Vesey. 

2nd battalion of the 3rd regiment of Native infantry, — 
Major Kennett. 

Ist battalion of the 8th regiment of Native infantry,— 
Lieutenant-colonel Orrock, 

2nd battalion of the 12th regiment of Native infantry, — 
Lieutenant-colonel M'Leod. 

2ad baltaUon of the 18th regiment of Native infantry,— 
Captain Boardman. 

With two thousand of Poomiah’s horse, and five thousand 
of bis infantry. 

I now pass over a very hot and uninteresting march, and 
at once bnng our camp close to the grand army under 
General Stewart, and the centre army under General 
Campbell, on the plains near Huriyhur, on the 8th of 
March, after having come a distance of two hundred miles ; 
when we ascertained that the three senior Generals, 
Stewart, Campbell, and Baird, were to remain ^vith an 
army of reserve, and we wens to push on, under our own 
General, formed and brigaded as follows : — 

The caval'v brigade, under the command of Colonel 
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Thomas Dallas; and Captain A. Grant, of the 
Native infantry, Brigade-major. 

Uis Majesty’s 19th light dragoons, — Licutcnant-colonel 
Maxncll. 

4lh Native cavalry,— Major A.Hoycr. 

5th Native cavalry, — ^Majot Leonard. 

7th Native cavalry,— Major lluddlestonc. 

The 1st infantry brigade, tinder the command of Colonel 
Harness; with Captain Tolfrcy, Bngadc-major; 
and Lieutenant Monin, Quarter-master. 

Scotch brigade, — Major Femer. 

His Majesty's Ut battalion of tlic 2nd regiment, — Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Gri/Bn. 

2nd battabon.of the 3rd regiment, — Major Kennet. 

2nd battalion of the 12th regiment, — Lieutenant-colonel 
M'Leod. 

The 2nd infantry brigade under Colonel Wallace; nilh 
Captain Agnew, Brigade-major, and Captain Cami>- 
bell, Quarter-master. 

Hv5 Majesty’s 74thTcgiracnt, — ^Mojot Swinton, 

1st battalion of Ibe 3rd regiment of Native infantry,— 
Captain Vcscy. ' 

Ifit battalion of the 8th regiment of Native infantry, — 
Lieutcnant-coloncl Orrock. 

2nd battalion of the 18th regiment of Native infantry, — 
Lieutenant-colonel Chalmers. 

The park of arldlery was under Captain Beauman ; and 
the Pioneers were commanded by Captain Heitland. 
Prom Hurryhur toPoonah, a march of three hundred 
and fifty miles, was accomplished by the General and 
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cavalry on the 20tli of April, and by the test of the army 
on the 22nd , the General having made a forced march of 
forty»two miles, during the night of the }9th, to save the 
town from being plundered and destroyed by Amrut Row, 
and a large body of his followers, left there by Holhar 

POONAII, 

Washed on the north by the Mootah nver, is about three 
miles in length, and two in breadth, and was said to con- 
tain one hundred and forty thousand houses, which, by a 
moderate calculation, nould give six hundred thousand 
inhabitants, but this seemed an exaggeration It was, 
however, extremely crowded with both habitations and 
people, of all descriptions , and the apparent conddence 
with which articles of mcichandixe were every where ex- 
posed, even on our arrival, seemed to give a dat contradic- 
tion to the reports, which bad induced the General to make 
a forced march since Amrut Row not only left the place, 
without doing any mischief, but had treated the Peishwa s 
family, left m his custody by Holkar, with great kind- 
ness and delicacy, and placed them all safely in Parbutty, 
a celebrated Pagoda on a hill in the town The streets, 
as in most native towns, are extremely narrow, and full of 
bazars, which contain an lonumerable quantity of articles 
of merchandize, the produce not only of India, but of 
China and Europe , of which tho Parsees have the most 
extensive and richest assortments and the Borahs next 
The houses are some three and four stones high, but built 
without much regard to taste or sjmmctry , though, bein" 
diversified in size, shape, and colour, they have a prettj 
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appearance from a distance. Tlic view from the opposite 
side of the river is the most imposing; as that part of 
the town which is washed by the stream, being faced with 
stone, descending, in many parts, by regular steps to the 
water’s edge, and having trees intermingled with the 
hoases, presents an appearance very far from despicable; 
though a stranger, set down at once in any of the streets, 
could hardly credit the assertion. The fruit haxars are 
well supplied with mush, and water melons, plantains, 
figs, dates, raisins, mangos, pomegranates, wood-apples, 
almonds, and a great variety of country vegetables; in 
short, it appeared to us a place of great wealth, and to 
conceutrate all the trade of the empire. 

In this neighbourhood we remained encamped and in- 
active for six weeks ; the army not moving ground till the 
4th of June. In the interim, however, the Peishwa came 
hack to his capital, with a strong escort under Colonel 
Murray; and we exchanged the 2nd battalion of the 3rd 
for His Majesty’s 78th regiment ; the Scotch brigade hav- 
ing already been sent to join Colonel Stevenson’s force, at 
some distance from us. 


AII5IEDNUCGEU. 

Very much in the dark with regard to Indian politics, 
we had naturally concluded, that us we came to auecout 
the Peishwa, his friends would be our friends, and his 
foes OUT likeliest opponents ; but here we reckoned with- 
out our host, for the man we were now to attack was not 
Holkar who bad deposed him, but Scindiah, who had up- 
held him, and actually suflered a defeat, near Poonah, in 
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his ciuse • Having ticver troublwl niy hcntl with the 
intricacy of state afFairs, I have, tliereforc, ne\cr learned 
the real cause at this war , but as cn idle hfe in camp is 
alwaj's most irksome to a soldicrj we hailed with delight 
the order for advancing, not moch caring who the enemy 
might be, or what was the bone of contention We com- 
menced our march, as I have mentioned, on the King’s 
birth-day, and suffered much from heavy rams, till the 8 th 
of August, when the weather clearing up, we advanced 
with extra precautions and extra ammunition, to the vici- 
nity of Ahmednugger, the Pettah of which it was re- 
solved should be immediately stormed , for which purpose 
the General selected Colonels Harness and Wallace, and 
Captain Vesey, to lead The Pettah of Ahmednugger is a 
very Urge and regular native town, auiTounded by a wall of 
stone and mud, about eighteen feet high, and very neatly 
built, with small bastion^ at every hundred yards, but no 
rampart to tbe curtains , the wall bemg rounded off at the 
top, and scarcely broad enough for a man to stand upon 
It has several gateways and many liigh buildings m the 
interior, with narrow streets, and mud walls of difierent 
compounds, all contributing to aid a jiowerful defence , 
but, alas' for its security, the determined spirit was 
wanting 

We had not hitherto seen the face of an enemy, and 
now for the first time perceived the walls of both the 
Pettah and fort bned with men, whose arms glittered 
1,1 the viMst awatUev body of troops was encamped 
outside, between them As we stood with the General 
reconnoitring from a small elevated spot, within Jong gun 
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shot of both places, he direcin! the leaders where they 
were to fii their ladders but unaware that ihere was no 
nmpatt, we were ordered to escalade the curtains, without 
breaching The fort laj on our right hand, and the peltali 
m front, withm gun-ebol of eacb oVlicr , when the first co- 
lumn was ordered to attempt a long curtain to the evtreme 
left, having a high building immediately m it's rear The 
ladders were speedily planted, and the assault made , but 
each man as he ascended, fell, hurled from the top of the 
wall This unequal struggle lasted about ten minutes, 
when they desisted, with the loss of about fifteen killed, 
and fiftj wounded , amongst whom were Captains Duncan 
Grant, Mackeniie, and Kumbentone, and Lieutenant An- 
derson, killed, and Lieutenant Larkins mortally wounded 
The third party to the nght, advanced nearly at the sanie 
moment, but a gun-elephant taking fnght at the firing from 
the fort, ran down the centre of our column, which occa- 
sioned no little confusion, and somo delay, ginng the 
enemy more time and means to oppose the first attack 
Being furnished with two scaling ladders only, wc reached 
the curtam and planted them at the very re-entering angle, 
formed by a small bastion, tbe enemy playing some heavy 
guns on us from the fort Such a rush was made at first, 
that one ladder broke doavn, with our gallant leader and 
several men, and we were forced to work hardwitli the 
other Captain Vesey was then a very stout heavy man , 
but what impediment, short of death, can arrest a soldier 
at such a crisis? He was soon on the bastion, surrounded 
by men, determined to carry every thing before them 
Our two European companies had all scrambled up, and 
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about one hundred and fifty, or two hundred of the 3rd, 
when a cannon shot smashed our last ladder, and broke 
the thigh of my Subadar We were now a party of three 
hundred men, left solely to our own resources, and dashing 
do«Ti wo scoured all the streets near the wall, the enemy 
only once making a stand, and suffering accordingly At 
length, arriving near a gate, marked out for the centre 
attack, and a loud peal of cannon and musquetry from 
without, announcing the second party, under Colonel Wal- 
lace, we drove all the defenders before us, and some of our 
men opened the gate whilst they were battenng at it from 
the outside, by which one of our party was killed Oar 
loss was eleven killed, and twenty-two wounded , including 
Lieutenant Plenderleath killed, and Lieutenant Nielson 
wounded Our two parties now uaiticg under Colonel 
Wallace, soon succeeded id clearing the place of our o}> 
poaents, whom we at^envards learned Vere one thousand 
five hundred Arabs, and about three thousand hlalirattaha, 
few, if any of whom reached the fort, but were forced to 
fly in the other direction The second column had but 
few casualties , and thus we had the quiet possession of a 
very fine and rich town, with a few prisoners, by three 
o’clock Our total loss in killed and wounded being one 
hundred and sixty men 

Captam Duncan Grant, the first man killed m our army, 
was a young officer of great promise , with an uncommonly 
fine form, and great personal strength, he possessed a 
and nflirijruujtfi dispositiniv a liherality nf sad 
a flow of spirit, which endeared him to every one who 
had the happiness of knoiiing him In the same corps. 
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His Majcsty’^s 78th Highland regiment, there was on old 
and most respectable officer, Captain Browne, who com- 
manded the grenadiers, and had the Piper attached to hie 
company. This gentleman was, by many years, older tlian 
any other in the regiment, and having been unfortunate in 
pTomodon, being a former btothcr subaltem with our 
General, and an Englishman, did not mix much with his 
new comrades. One evening, about the beginning of 
August, Grant had given a party to a number of young 
men, at his own tent m the lines, and sending for the 
Piper, they amused themselves by listening to Ins pibrochs, 
and dancing to his reels. To auch a party it would have 
been an idle compliment to have invited Captain Broivnc, 
but situated as their tents were, it was impossible for him 
not to be aware of what appeared to him, the unlicensed 
use made of his Piper j and consequently, the next even- 
ing, when the officers assembled m front of the parade, he 
addressed himself to Captain Grant, and expressed his sur- 
prise that he should have sent for the Piper, without a pre- 
vious application to him: to which Grant replied, “ That 
he did not conceive such an application necessary, and that 
he should send for the man again, whenever he pleased.” 
Captain Browne, Vith great solemnity, exclaimed, ** Sir, 
you are a boy /and nobody but a boy would tell me so.” 

The parade broke up, and Captain Grant requested a 
Lieutenant to go to Captain Browne, and tell him, that he 
could not rest satisfied, without some apology for the ex- 
pressions be bad made use of; at the same time declaring, 
that be bore him no enmity, and would be satisfied with 
the slightest concession. 



JOO 


Ull.lTARr 


[A.D. 


Tiio mnii he had iinrortunatc!y chosen at a friend on this 
occasion, prosed mmorUty of Iris confidence, and instead 
of prcTcntinf; a meeting between t»so most estimable men, 
he wns accused of fermenting both partis^, until a fatal 
challenge ssns gircn and reccired. Tliey met and fired 
together! llic ball from poor Grant's pistol, depriring his 
brother ofiicer of his life, ami the serrice of a soldier of 
acknowlcdgcil svorth j and that, only two or three da)s be- 
fore lliey were JiVely to Ijo called upon to risk their Jives, 
thus wantonly cxpose<l, in the cause of their cotintr^*. The 
execrated mortal, who was suspected of fool play in this 
affair, being two days aftciarads engaged in a personal 
quarrel wuh another brother ofiictr, ond displa)ing (herein 
a most brutal ferocity, was turned out of camp hy General 
U'elfeslcy the mghl liefore we marched to Ahmednugger, 
" that such a wretch might not hare an opportunity of 
sharing in the honours of an army, which he had thus dis- 
graced.'’ Poor Grant wos placed in arrest, and seemed 
deeply to lament the mischief he had done. Wien riding 
by my side on the march,lic suddenly seized my hand with 
energy, and pressed it, without uttering n word ; then rode 
off, and unarmed as he was, rushed up the first to the top 
of the ladder, from which he fell, a lifeless corpse I It is 
scarcely necessary to say, that being in arrest, he liad no 
business to be in the way of danger this day ; but his miod 
was tortured by remorse, and his high spint led him to the 
»ery post he would have chosen, at tlic head of men by 
whom he was greatly belored. 

Of the other officers who shared Ins victonous death 
m this assault, Captain lluinherstonc was also an excellent 
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fioldierantl an arniaWayoung roan, Ucutenant Larkins had, 

I bclicTe, duly very recently joined the regiment, and I had 
not the pleasure of his acquaintance, though I had known 
the rest of the legiracntafew months previously, nhen 
quartered at Fort William, in Bengal. Lieutenant Plen- 
derleath of the 3rd, nas killed while walking singly on the 
top of ihe wall, away from that portion of the regiment 
which we had, nolens volens, left outside. How he climbed 
up 1 know not, as both the ladders were then broken, but 
he was supposed to ha\ e been trying to get to the gateway, 
with the intention of letting his company in from the out- 
side, when, a rousquet ball from a window pierced his heart, 
through a silver breast-plate, and thick leather belt, and he 
fell instantly and perfectly dead. Hoosein Can’s, the 
Subadar of my company, a young roan of a respectable 
family at Madras, who was raised at once to the rank 
he held, by bringing two hundred reermts for a nevr 
regiment, had been but lately transferred to our corps, 
and was therefore eyed with considerable jealousy by the 
Native officers m general, as a young upstart, uho had 
seen no service. Fully aware of this feeling, he was the 
more zealous in the performance of every duly, and fre- 
quently entreated me to keep an eye upon him in action, 
and report his conduct accordingly. I had previously been 
auhifnim^ore’Decame 
completely acquainted with his character, which being 
most exemplary, induced me to more friendly intercourse 
than is generally usual between European and Native of- 
ficers, and we had occasionally beguiled a wet and tedious 
evening with a game of chess. This morning on the march, 
I OL. 1. M 
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he hail ngnin rciiitntlcd me of mj proinnc ; but, being buiI- 
ilcnly callcil to lend the corps, by my commanding officer 
putting himielf nt the head of the ruropeans, we were 
fcparatcd to Bome distance I had> however, ficarccly 
rcachcil the lop of the ladder \thcn I heard n \oicc behind 
mo, calling out “ Oh str* remember jourpromise’” and 
looking round, I pcrccncd mj little friend nt in) liecN, 
he ha\mg contninl to scramble through the crowd, m his 
eagerness to perform some signal senice The words 
were seared) spoken, before n cannon sliot from the fort 
fractured his thigh, and broke the ladder I got off, but 
ho fell, and was earned into the hospital, where he died n 
few tfa)*s nrtcrwnitfs 

The Tort of Ahmednugger, is one of the strongest I have 
ever seen on n phin, m all India It is built of solid stone 
and cliunam, and nearly circular, with a wide and deep 
dry ditch all round it, and large roomy circular bastions at 
short intervals, each containing three or four guns, pointed 
througlf caseerrated embrasures, vith a ffolfcl terrace 
above, and loopholes for musquetry These bastions were 
from fift) to sixty feet high , the curtains being both short 
and low, liasnng narrow ramparts wth loopholes, cannon 
proof, but no guns It had at this time at least sixty 
guns mounted on the bastions, from tnelre to fifty two 
pounders, but fiom the confined nature of tlie casemates, 
many beautiful brass pieces of heavy metal, were rendered 
useless during this short siege The glacis was very hmh, 
and covered about thirty feet of the walls , but it had the 
fault of all Indian glacis, that of being too abruptly sloped 
outwards, so that the defences being once knocked off, an 
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enemy miglU fin^ good shelter, close to the place On a 
very large lower, or baibelte, stood the Mahalctchiuec, * a 
bras-^ gun about twcnty-tvro feet m length, and carr^ mg a 
ball of seventeen pounds weight This piece of ordnance 
was actually pomlcd m the direction of our battery, but m 
finng it, they earned away a piece of the parapet of the 
bastion directly in it’s front indeed, while only one or two 
guns on the works could send a ball near us, ours reached 
every part of the fort, and breached two contiguous bas- 
tions, down as far as the glacis would admit This, how 
ever, was still from twenty to thirty feet from the foot of 
the wall, and even could we have got our tcalmg ladders 
down into the ditch, they would have been much too short 
to insure an assault The enemy, thus attacked m an 
unusual waj, finding their walls crumbling over their 
heads, and feanng a second Peltah exhibition, sued for a 
capitulation, and on the rooming of the 12th of August, 
when our araroumtion was running short, and the twelve 
pound shot nearly all expended, the General granted them 
terms, and ouf corps, then in the trenches, moved m and 
took possession, with a company of the 78th The gamson 
marched out with the honours of war, and the Ivhelladar 
was even assisted by us, to carry off treasure and effects 
which aftenvards turned out to be arcaf, or public pro- 
perty About one thousand five hundred men, one third 
of whom were Arabs, quitted the fort wUb biro, and be- 
came afterwards a band of lawless plunderers 

It was, however, a matter of little wonder that they gave 


MaUaletcW«« iheenav lAkl mce 



164 


MILlT\in 


[AD 

up the fort so carl}, AvliCQ our nlly, Gokhah, a Alahrattah 
chief residing m our camp, with a body of horse, wrote 
thus to his friends atPoonah These Enghsh arc a 
strange people, and their General a wonderful man they 
came here in the morning, loohed at the Pettah wall, 
walked over it, killed all the gamson and rctumed to break- 
fast t what cm withstand them't" And when it is con- 
sidered, that Holkar, even in the zenith of hts power, onec 
got his army inside, and was dnven out with great loss, we 
need not he astonished at their surprise Had we waited 
an hour or two longer, and battered a curtain, our loss 
would, in all human probability have been little or nothing, 
but the apparent contempt of danger evinced m our mode 
of procedure, while it astonished the defender*, struck a 
terror into the garrison of the fort, and all the surrounding 
country, which amply compensated for our loss and insured 
a capture of the utmost consequence to our future success 
In the fort we found the Palace of Soindiah and several 
old buildings, which must onginally have been houses of 
some consequence In the former, which had a large 
garden attached to it, ivas a profusion of valuable articles, 
over which, as pnze property, I tad European sentnes im 
mediately placed but the spirit of plunder suddenly over 
came discipline , for all hands, even the sentries not ex- 
cepted, speedily turned to, and when the General ar 
nved, he found an indiscriminate crowd lU the house, each 
helping himself to what came first to hand for which two 
of our Native soldiers were instantly seized and handed m 
the only gateway, in terrorwn, though the Europeans 
escaped It is difficult to desenbe the articles which 
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v.ere thus suddenly «pOie<l to view. On entenng with 
the Gcnerxl, I observed, in two aparlnacnts onU, sevcnil 
dozens of lar^ liand*Qme pier glasses, two electrifying 
machines, an organ, a piano-forte, lustres, chandcltcrs, 
globes, and many other similar luxuries : in others, the 
richest Etufis of India, gold and siUer cloths, splendid^ 
armour, silks, satins, ^tlreU, furs, shawls, plate, cash, Ev.c. 
fvc.; all of which were undergoing the close examination 
of our unfortunate lootics, who, however, were generally 
forced to relinquish their plunder before tliey quitted the 
place. Tills may giro the reader some idea of the riches 
which the Khelladar earned off on one elephant, several 
carls, many camels and horses. ?vc.; to the amount of 
several lacs of rupeesj but for which we aftenrards 
brought him to a dear account. 

This fort might be rendered twice ns strong by cutting 
doim the bastions to the lower tier, and turning the case- 
mates into good embrasures, when all the defences would 
be available ; m it's present state it resembled nothing so 
much as an immense three decker aground, with a little 
sloop of war taking it’s station near her stem, and raking 
her till she surrendered 

As It was necessary to settle the captured country, pre- 
vious toouradvancins, Captain J G. Graham, Pay-master 
of the army, was appointed collector of the Ahmednugger 
distnct Major Kellet being lately dead. Captain Lucas 
was left in command of the fort, with the 2nd battalion of 
the Std regiment , along with Captain Tisher of the Bom- 
bay artillery , with some men training for that service , and 
Captain Carfrae, of tiic 3cd regiment, as Paj-mastcr. 

f 
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CHAPTER VI 

Tic frit Molretloh \\ or —-Atiru golad Dov^ulol^ld —hctory 
Ail ye under General WtlUiley — BaHte o/ hciyct Aarw^awn — 
I tilt of Sci dag J ukeel— DollU of Argav n — Elaefitepoor and 
Gatcd^h r-^Arriial of Amnt Row, and Cert noniol of lit Inlro- 
d ctum 


T£tr nriST MAllIlATrAII war 
A FEW dajs after this achievement, the army rDarthed 
onward, and reached Tohah, on the Godavery, on the 2!st 
of August , from which lime till the 28th was taken up in 
crossing' t?ie fiver, ivhich iras both deep and rapid ToJla?i, 
formed at the junction of two branches of the riier, is 
about fifty miles from Aliiacdnugger, and is a very pretty 
looking object from eitlier side We crossed below it, 
losing a few men horses and bullocks in the passage , 
our corps nnd tlie envalry having preceded the army, to 
collect boats, and prepare ground on the opposite bank 
On the 26th, the Ist battahoii of the 10th regiment, 
under "Major Dallas, joined the army from IlcIIaty, nii|j 
three lacs of pagodas, and two thousand bullock-loads of 
supplies basing marched for mnetetn days, willmut a 
halt , and on the 29th we nms-cd at Autungabad, distant 
twents SIS niiU*s 
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Few places in India Iiarc been more magnificent, or 
more celebrated in former da}s» tlmn Aurangabad; and 
few have suffered more, m oeiy sense of the word, from 
the band of time, the changes of fortune, and resolution 
of empires It is now but a heap of splendid rams, the 
mere shadow of it’s fonner self, but that shadow still de- 
notes wbat It must ba-re been in it’s glory. It is amazingly 
extensive, being said by the natives to be hflecn coss in 
circumference , and I think it may be as many miles It 
has several walls, now of httle strength, but on winch 
much labour and expense roust hate been bestowed , and 
there are still a few entire Palaces and houses m the midst 
of It’s devastation The greatest curiosities ore a laige 
Wosque and mausoleum, erected by Aurungzebe, or Allum 
Geer, to the memory of the Princess Rabeah Dowi&nee , 
a daughter of Shah Mahmood Ghaznowee, and his fa- 
vounte wife It is built principally of white marble, and 
IS the most elegant and chaste building I have ever seen m 
India the minarets being about one hundred feet high, 
and beautifully finished There was also an immense 
fountain, full of large carp, so tame as to come regularly to 
be fed on the top of the water, and a small mill at one end 
of It for grinding com Although tins miniature machine 
was by no means a perfect model, yet so entirely novel 
was It to our Native soldiers, that it was not only viewed 
by all who could find time to go there, but also became a 
theme of conversation for a considerable time afterwards 
Thcir surprise was indeed fully equal to that of the Benga- 
lee, who, upon being qu^tioned respecting an English 
gentleman, who hid recently erected a wind-mill, ex- 
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claimed “ What kind of man, this Englishman ’ Catch 
horse, and make work ' catch bullock, and make work ' 
and catch wind, and make work ' ’ Nearly as much asto- 
nished were our Sepoys at this rude and imperfect water- 
mill, erected bysome scientific Mollah, in a place, once the 
seat of Mussulman empire, and,of course, of all the science 
of that age There are also many delightful gardens in 
and round the town , but it is now famous only for the 
great variety of superior fruit it produces, which is sent 
to all parts of the Peninsula The Mussulmans being un- 
doubtedly the best gardeners in the East, and the climate 
and soil of this place peculiarly favourable 

DOWLUTABAD 

About fire miles to the north eastward is the famous 
fortress of Dowlutabad, said to contain immense wealth 
lodged there by the Nizam m his days of instability It is 
a small conical hiU, completely fortified, and considered by 
the natives to be impregnable I have more than once, 
when in its neighbourhood, attempted to get near and 
take a sketch of it from difierent directions, but was m- 
vanably foiled, by the extreme jealousy of the garrison, 
%vho positively prohibited my approach, and shewed ample 
and ready means to enforce that prohibition, chough I 
believe, that since tbit tune otliers liave been permitted 
both to draw and to desenbe it very fully Colonel Col- 
lins, the resident at Scindialia court, having formally 
quitted lliat chiefs camp, the day previous to our attack 
on Ahmednugger, was residing at Aurungabad, nitlj an 
escort of troop**, when wc amved near that city On the 
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30t}i of August the army marched to the vicinity of Baul- 
gaum, eleven miles, passing through a wide defile, formed 
by two ranges of bills, about six miles asunder , where wc 
saw a party of Scindiah’s horse, most likely watching for 
an opportunity to plunder, but, keeping at a respectable 
distance, they were not molested by us 

On the 3lst, we marched to the* foot of the range of 
hills to out Tight, and encamped near the fortified village 
of Bauningaum, the distance being about twelve miles 
Halting the next day, to enable the Pioneers to construct 
some field-works near the village, in which to leave the 
18th Native infantry, with the heavy guns, , and sixty 
rounds of ammunition being issued to each man, our 
hearts beat high with expectation We were to march at 
four o’clock m the morniog, but some after mtelligciice, 
made the General countermand the whole , and, leavmg the 
Pioneers, with two companies, under my command, to de 
destroy the new work, the army marched at six, A M on 
the 2nd of September, to the north bank of the Godavery, a 
distance of twenty two miles and a half, at which they 
arrived opposite Haukusbhone, or Gaum, for it is called 
both, about two m the afternoon This was not only a 
long, but a very hot march, and many men dropping down 
with fatigue, were left on the road, but arrived safely m 
tbecvennig Owpsrty.afVei petfonning iView oik of de- 
struction, followed the rear-guard, and heard some heavy 
firing to our left, which proved to be Colonel Stevenson’s 
force taking Jauloah Hcaching our camp at four o clock 
P M , I cn3oyed a swinv across the river, to the town of 
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Haakusgaum, which, like Poonab, has stone steps to Uie 
water’s edge I mention this bathe, of all the luxuries of 
the East, the most refreshing, after a day’s sunning, be- 
cause an European soldier, among others, making the same 
attempt, was unfortunately drowned 

Here the Maharajah, Dowlut Row Scmdiah, gave us 
the slip, as he had done to Colonel Stevenson, by retreating 
in another direction , and thus our long march was made 
for nothing We had now a large Mahrattah force, of 
nearly ten thousand men with us under Gokliah, Appa 
Sahib, or Appa Desai Chief of Nepaunee, 8cc , but the 
most useful of all were the two thousand IMysore cavalry, 
under Visbnapapundit or Vishnow Punt, as he waa gene- 
rally called This fine old soldier always accompanied the 
rear guard, and flanked the ba^age on the march, as well 
as collected forage when we halted , thus saving our 
cavalry in particular, from the most fatiguing and harassing 
of its duties 

On the 11th of September we arrived at Hudgaum, on 
the Same hank of the Godavery , and. here Mijor IIill 
joined U8 with supplies from the grand army Captain 
Vesey, having displeased the General by a sudden appli 
cation about shroffs, to our sorrow we were ordered to 
accompany the I8th, under Major Gnffin, this day (o 
Ahinednugger, leaving the army on tlie very eve of battle 
We reached Ahmednugger, -i distance of about one hun 
dred miles on the 2$lth , where we learned that a desperate 
action had been fought betucen our army and Scmdiah s, 
which ended in a most signal victorj 
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B\mC 01 ASSA^F 

On the 2l8t of September, General WcUcslcy and Co- 
lonel Ste\enson met, and concerted a plan of combined 
movement, by which they expected to attack Scindiah’s 
anny simultaneously from opposite quarters, on the 24th 
The tn o armies were at first not very far distant , but it 
was suspected that Colonel Stevenson’s guides misled him, 
be that as it may, after a march of twentj-one miles, on 
the 23rd the General suddenly found himself m the vicinity 
of Scmdiah’s armj, lately reinforced, it was said, to one 
hundred thousand men When our troops had arrived at 
their ground, two horsemen were taken, who mformed us, 
that the combmed armies ofSemdtah and the Berar Uajah, 
were encamped about five miles off, instead of twelve, as 
was supposed, and that the cavalry were actually prepar- 
ing to move Almost any other man would have hesitated 
to give battle to so very overwhelming a force, at the 
head of only four thousand five hundred men , but that 
decision of character which, by a aenes of immortal 
and increasing triumphs, has bo pre-eminently marked 
his after-career m jburope, was here displayed, to the ex- 
treme dismay of the enemy, and the utter astonishment of 
all India General Welleslej immediately ordered the 
rear^iard, strengthened by the Ist battalion of the 2nd 
regiment, under Lieutenant Colonel Chalmers, to halt, 
and covet the whole of the baggage at the adj oinmg village , 
when moving on himself, with hig staff, and Captain John- 
son of the Bombay engineers, he ordered the picqucts to 
follow, and the line to come up, as soon as formed After 
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marching about three miles, he sutldcnly came up in sight 
of the enemy's army, drawn «p in order of battle, on a 
small pemnaulg, formed by the nters Kaitnah and Joocc, 
the ca\alry being on their right, and the infiiUrj and guns 
on the left, tlic nver Kartnah half a mile in their front, 
and the Jooec,with >ery steep banks, about three quarters 
of a mile m their rear Tlic General immediately detcr- 
mmed to turn tlicir left flank, a morement which would 
necessarily reduce their operations within a narroiv space, 
and more effectually secure the flanks of his oirn little 
force, during the action Captain Johnson was ordered 
to ndc ron>ard to etaratne (he road, ond then lead the 
infantry on to the attack With an appearance of science, 
which I suspect they did not really possess, the enemy 
perceiving liis intention, made a correspondent movement 
to meet it, by bringing their whole force to face the medi- 
tated danger, forming across the ground m two lines, with 
their right close to the Kaitnah, and their left appuyed on 
the village ofAssaje, and the Jooec nver, during which 
movement their guns were by no means idle, and being 
worked by regularly trained artillerj-men, they mowed 
dounourmen ateveiydischarge Our army, however, very 
soon crossed the river, and formed, the infantry to two lines, 
opposite to them, when our guns opened on those of the 
enemy, and our cavalry formed la a third line in the rear of 
the infantry our allies, the Mysoreans and Mahrattahs 
being left on the Othei side of the nver, to protect the reai 
and uatoh alargebodyof theenemys cavalry, whohad been 
hovering on our flank from the last ground The General 
soon perceiving that the British artillery weic too few m 
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numbers and weight to cope with the ovenvhelraing bat- 
tenes of the enemj, ordered the firing to cease, and the 
infantry to advance, which they did in the most gallant 
manner, and were soon in possession of their front Ime of 
guns, when, forming afresh, they proceeded to attach a 
second line, where the whole of the enemy’s force of in- 
fantry and cavalry, with half of their artillery, were posted, 
and well drawn up, with the nver Jooee m their front At 
this moment a bodj of the enemy’s cavalry charged m 
our rear, and with their own gunners, and other rallied 
fugitives, took possession, not only of their own guns, 
which we had captured, but also those of the Bntish , hil- 
ling our artdlery-men, and toramg the guns on our line 
They were enabled thus to succeed at this moment, be- 
cause our cavalry had just tlien charged a large body of 
the enemy m front, who had, with the assistance of a 
very heavy and destructive fire from their guns, not only 
galled, but nearly auaihdated the gallant 74tb, and picqucts 
on our extreme right This last line, although it stood 
well, was at length broVen, and the gnns captured , while 
our cavalry, pursuing the fugitives, fell m with an im- 
mense column, who, though retreating, opposed them, and 
killed Colonel Maxwell, the Bngadier , nor were they 
completely routed, without a severe struggle, and heavy 
TbAs«.cwA\ww,Vi(«.Y!vgpw*i.?w»sdecwRl«t, 
the General, who was every where, placed himself at the 
head of the 78th regiment, faced about, and charged the 
enemy, who were in possession of the first line of guns, 
and routed themnilh ^eat slaughter Here ended the 
conflict, those who had captured our guns making off ns 



174 


MIMTAJIY 


[AD, 

soon ns they saw U»ctr dinger tiiougli nhout half past fire a 
ho<ly of ten thousand cavalry came m sight, and made some 
demonstrations, hut dared not charge ; and at eight o’clock 
in tho erening they entirely disappeared, leaving us m 
quiet possession of the dcar-booght held, vnth one Jiundr«I 
and three cannon, most of uliich nere brass, and ttreht 
howitzers, all beautiful guns, nn immense quantity of am- 
munition, and one thousand two hundred dead bodies 
Amongst the spoils of this memorable day, were many 
standards, and anumber of orderly boohs, hept by European 
oGiccts , by which it apjieared, that they had ten thousand 
eight hundred regular infantry, and thirty thousand ca- 
valry in the action whilst our email body consisted of 
two European regiments, tho 74th and 78th, nine hundred 
men , and four native battalions, the Ist of (he 4th, 1st of 
the 8th, 1st of the lOUi, and 2nd of the 12th, amounting 
to two thousand four hundred infantry, the 19th dragoons, 
three hundred, and the 4th, 6th, and 7th Nati?e cavalry 
three hundred each, making one thousand two hundred, 
being a total of four thousand five hundred 

Some of the prisoners said it was generally understood, 
that when Colonel Stevenson's and our force had united, 
we intended to offer them battle, but when they first 
discovered only one body advancing, they thought them 
actually mad, as it was their own intention to have at- 
tacked our little camp the same day Here may be seen 
the advantage of that prompt and energetic decision which 
so early characterised the hero of Assays, as the first Ge- 
neral of the age He not only gained a splendid and im- 
portant victory, but by antimpatmg his enemy, cramped 
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atid confined his enormous force within such narrow 
bounds, that they could not form a larger front to oppose 
hi3 handful, nor turn his flanks in the action : whereas, 
had they been permitted to assail his camp on tlie plain, ' 
defendants being always somewhat dispirited, they could 
have entirely surrounded it, andcmplojed every man in 
the assault. 

As soon as all the reinains of out army were collected on 
the ground, the cavalry were ordered back, to bring on the 
camp et^uipage, baggage, &c.; but did not return till the 
next morning. The night after this victory, even to those 
few who had escaped unhurt, cannot be supposed to have 
passed very agreeably ; what then must it have been to 
the numerous wounded, who lay on the cold gi-ound with- 
out shelter, and many even without any kind of succour ? 

The dawn of the 24th of September was hailed by the 
victors With a mixed feeling of exultation and regret ; for 
few, if any, of the survivors had not lost a fnend, or liad 
one or more lingering on the bed of sickness, and pierced 
With wounds. 

Our loss, when fully ascertained, proved to beas follows: 

Killed, Europeans, one Lieutenant-colonel, nine 
Captains, twelve Lieutenants 
and one Volunteer . . 23 

Soldiers of the three regiments 
Cavalry and infantry - _ jgg 

Natives of the three regiments of cavalry, 

and four battalions of infantry 428 


Total Killed 049 
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‘Wountlwl, Europeans, one Etcutenint-colonel, two 
Majors, six Captains, eighteen 
Lieutenants, nnd tlircc Ensigns 30 
Softliers - - - . 4^2 

Natnes 1,138 

Total Wotiniled 1,610 
Missing 18 


Total killed, wounded, and missing 2,277 

As the loss fell much more heanlj on the infantr) than 
cavalry, it will appear that the English force, which kept 
the field oC battle, intb the captured guns, Le , on the 
night of the 23rd of September, could not have exceeded 
one thousand four hundred men ' 

The names of ofBcers killed were,— 

His Majesty’s 19th dragoons,— Lieutenant colonel 3fax- 
well, Bngadier, and Captain Boyle 
4th cavalry, — Captain Hugh Mackay.agentforpubhc cattle 
5Ui, — Lieutenant Bonomie 

7th, — Captain M'Gregor, mortally wounded, died in a 
few days 

Artillery, — -Captains Fowler and Steel, and Lieutenant 
Griffiths 

His Majeaty’s 74th regiment, — Captains Aytone, M Leod, 
Dyce, and Maxwell, Lieutenants, J Campbell 
31 Campbell, and Lora Campbell, R NeiLon 
James Grant, 31omson, Kernan, and M'Murdo 
Volunteer SToore 
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ills Majesty’s 78th regiment, — lieutenant Douglas 
1st battalion of the l?nd regiment of Xatifc infantry,— 
Lieutenant Broivn, vith the adioticcd picquct- 
Wounded — " 

Uis Majesty’s 10th regiment,— 'Captains CatUcart and 
G. Sale } Liculcnanta N. W'llson and D. Young 
4lh Caialt^, — Lieutenants Paling and Meredith 
5th,— 'Captain ColcbtooLc , Lieutenants Darke and 
* M'Lcod 
7th, — Captain M'Lcod, badlj 
ArtiUcrj , — Lieutenant Lindsaj 

His Majesty’s 74tU regiment, — Major Sn inton command- 
ing , Captam Moore, badly , Lieutenants Lang- 
lands, Shaw, and Mten 

His Majesty’s 78th regiment, — Captam Mackenzie , 
Lieutenants Larkins and Cethunc 
1st battalion of the 4lU regiment,— Lieutenant Mavor 
1st battalion of the 8tU regiment, — Lieutenants Davie, 
Fair, Hunter, De Graves, and Walker 
Ist battalion of the 10th regnnent, — Lieutenant Parrie 
2nd battalion of the 12th regiment, — Lieutenant-colonel 
• M‘Leod, commanding, shot through the body , Ma- 
jor Mac Cally, badly in the head , Lieutenants, 
Harvey, Snow, Bowdler, Degrey, and Smith 
The General had two horses killed under him, and his 
staff four more Of one thousand tno hundred horses, 
which the cavalry carried into action, one hundred and 
thirteen were killed, and three hundred and t«enty-five 
wounded, leaving only eight hundred and sixty-two 
mourned in the whole brigade, at the end of the daj 

'Ol I N 
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"Where all behaved so nobl;}, it may appear mudious to 
mention the conduct of individuals , still, under the pecu- 
liar circumstances, I trust I may be ercused in the in- 
dulgence of that feeling, which urges the recital 

In the enumeration of our force, I have already men- 
tioned the name of Captain A Grant, an infantrj ofliccr, 
as Major of brigade to the cavuliy. In the heat of the 
action, when our hue was at a stand, and the 74th regi- 
ment nearlj annilulated.thisofficwrode up to bisBngadicr,’ 
Colonel Maxwell, who, with the cavalrj, was following in 
the rear of the infantry, and pointing to the remains of 
this noble regiment, called out “ Now’s your tunc. Sir, to 
save the 74lh regiment, do, pny o'dcr us to charge’ * 
The Colonel assented, and "fonvard and charge’’ was 
shouted and taken up in an instant. When they reachetllhe 
enemy'ji guns, a heavy fire of grapc-sliot was poured m upon 
them, and many fell, hut the Kumrors took oniple venge- 
ance on the gunners, and all who stood to support them , 
during which time Captain Grant was setn ndmg about 
the field, and overlhroiring even opponent But lie sull 
hrw, and I shall. llicrefoTc, not sa> anj thing further 
Captain A B Campbell, of the 74Ui regiment, who Icwt 
luH nrro in Ibe Micrewflo Jungle, and who had since 
broken hi« remaining arm at the wn»l, by b fall m hunt- 
ing, WHS m (he thickest of the action, with hts hndle in 
his teeth, and n sword m hi" mutilatetl hand, ilealmg 
destruction around him lie was now a stiff officer, arul 
catnc off unhurt, tliough one of the enemy rcty ncaily 
(ranshied him wilh a l>a»onel, which acluahv j icrced hi« 
sjiddlc in the charge He hwl to lie rost-ina»tef < f the 
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subsidiary force, and to distinguish himself still further in 
the second campaign, but lost his life aflen'ardson the 
passage to England 

Captam Hugh ^tlachay, being a public staff officer, u'as 
not permitted to do regimental duty He was one of the 
finest fellona I ever knew Brave to a fault , yet modest, 
unassuming, humane, and generous He was adored by 
the 4tli regiment, to whom, though never their com- 
mander, he was a common father Tins man was the 
most intimate friend I had in the army , but, unfortu- 
nately, the General and be did not agree well together, 
for each was ignorant of the others worth , and Mackay, 
mild and conciliatory as he ever was with his equals or 
inferiors, was proud and unbending to him 

On the eve of the battle Mackay wrote to Captain Bar- 
clay, tbe Adjutant-general, requesting the General s per^ 
misMon to join his corps, on the marcli and m action, to 
which he g,Qt a positive refusal, awl was told he CQuld, net 
be spared from his own department, the public cattle of 
the army He offered to resign , wag told he could not 
be spared at that moment On which he wrote, that 
“ "Whenever he should see his corps going into action, he 
would, at all hazards, jom it , that he knew he should 
thereby forfeit bis commission, but he trusted, if he did lose 
It it would be with honour ’ On the receipt of this hasty 
and ill-advised letter, the General js said to have exclaimed, 
** What can we do with such a fellow, Barclay I believe 
we must B en let him go and go be certainly did, head 
ing the charge of his own regiment, and in a line with the 
Ifadmg squadron of the noble vetcrin 19th dngoons, he 
n 2 



ISO MILITARY [A D 

fell, man and liorse, close to one of the enemy’s guns, 
pierced through by several grape shot When m the very 
beat of the action, news was brought to the General that 
Captain Mackay was killed, his countenance changed, 
and the tear which fell upon his cheek was nature’s in- 
voluntary homage to the memory of a kindred spirit. 

On the 24th of September Colonel Stevenson’s foice 
arrived at Assaye, and immediately went in pursuit of the 
beaten enemy, whom he followed for some time, and I now 
return to Ahmednugger, where our corps was in charge of 
a large supply for the army, and from whence we were 
recalled by a kind letter from the General but Captain 
Lucas haring been detached to a distance, to save a small 
party assailed by a large body of the enemy, here we were 
forced to remain till his return, which took place on the 
night of the 2nd of October, when we learned the foJ 
lowing particulars 


KUIUET KORIAGAUM 

A company of the 12th regiment of Native infantiy, 
under Lieutenant hlorgan, having been detached from 
camp to proceed to the Carnatic, m charge of various 
drafts from Native corps in our army, for new corps raising 
at Madras , along with this party, and taking advantage 
of their escort, were Captain O Donnell and Lieutenant 
Bryant of the 2nd Native cavaliy, proceeding to join their 
corps with the force under General Campbell They had 
reached the vicinity of a village called Kurjet Kona^aum 
about seventy miles from Ahmeilnuffger, when they were 
suddenly attacked bj a body of about one thousand fivp 
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liundrwl men, the former garnson of Ahroednuggcr, of 
whom at least one third were Arabs Captain O’DonneU, 
who, though small, was a trul^ gallant ftllow, immediately 
assumed the command, and led on Iws motlej hand, 
aiaounUng, m the whole, to not more than one liundred 
racn.tothc charge Lieutenant Brjant, a verj powerful 
man, first saved the life of O Donnell, who had snapped 
his pistol at the leader of the Arabs, and was about to be 
cut down by him, when Bryant put him to dcatli , and 
then attacking their colour-bearer, cut him down also, and 
seized their standard At this moment the enemy’s cavalry 
appeared, and Captain O’OonneU drew off Ins little party 
into the village, but so closely were they pursued, that 
they were forced to take post in a large choultry, from 
whence the enemy could not dislodge them Here tlic 
extraordinary courage and strength of Bryant, if it did not 
entirely save tbeic lives, at least conduced to their pre- 
servation from famine He harangued the Sepoys in 
broken English, not knowing o word of any native 
language, and continually balUcd out with a few volun- 
teers, m search of food, and as regularly killed some of 
their opponents Amongst other feats, having broken his 
sword on some Arab s scull, ibe first day , be seized a 
rausquet and bayonet, which he always used afterwards; 
and 80 dexterous was he with this new weapon, tliat he 
frequently put the bayonet through one man, and knocked 
a second down with the but end One day, seem" a 
leader mounted on a beautiful mare, he immediately 
singled him out for bis prey , and running him through the 
body, seized the marc by tbe bridle, and bote her off m 
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tnumph On this mare he afterwards rode all the time he 
remained in the Mahrattah countiy Such a man, at such 
a season, if he rvas mad, as some asserted, was worth 
a dozen of sober, plodding fellows, who, calculating diffi- 
culties, would have sat despairing at home, rather than 
run such imminent risks on every occasion Of the hundred 
men collected and blockaded in this spot, all the native 
officers behaved ill, and would have persuaded the men to 
capitulate, had not many of them taken courage by the 
behaviour of Lieutenant Bryant, to them a perfect stranger, 
and by the conduct of the other two European officers , 
who, though neithei possessing sufficient bodily strength 
to cope, single-handed, with the Arabs, always shewed a 
proper spmt when tfaeir exertions were necessary Mat- 
ters were in this sjate, when Captain Lucas, with four 
companies and two guns, made his appearance and relieved 
them, inthout striking a blow, for the enemy had with- 
drawn, aware of his approach , and acting strictly up to 
the orders he had received, “ to make no delay, and nsque 
nothing beyond the relief of the party,” he would not at- 
tack their camp outside the village, nor sufier any of his 
detachment to meddle with them, but marched back as 
fast as he came, and enabled us to move oiT to join the 
army, the party thus relieved returning vath us As it is 
always easy to find fault. Captain Lucas ivas very generally 
blamed for not attacking the Arab camp, only tno or three 
miles out of his way, when the very well being of an army 
depended on his security and speedy return In ray mind 
be acted as became a soldier I do not know tlie casual 
ties of the httlc party, but believe they were numerous the 
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fiisl day, and that ibey lost their horses and all their bag- 
gage during their retreat into the tillage. 

Our supplies being collected, ne left Ahmednugger on 
the Cth of October ; crossed the Godarery at Haiikusgaum, 
on the 12lh; reached Aurangabad, a distance of one 
hundred and thirty miles.Qn the IGlh, where w c halted for 
tnodays; when, being reinforced, we proceeded on the 
18th to Poolmarry, thirteen miles and a half, through a 
narrow Pass.bctwecn small hiU3,amileandahalfm length, 
the hdls being sleep on both sides of the road, forming a 
favourable site of attack for the discomfiture of such a 
convoy as out’s was. The battle of Assaye had collected 
all the birds of prey iti the country, a feu following the 
army, and the rest taking possession of the inheritance left 
them, by their kindest benefactor, man, on the field of 
battle. On the 19lh I killed one on the march, an adju- 
tant, which seemed by it’s attention m following us, to bo 
anticipating a feast on the road. From the tips of it’s 
wings this bird measored ten feet across, and was exactly 
similar to those so cherished at Calcutta and Fort William, 
as public scavengers. I mention this extraordinary fact, be- 
cause I had never before seen one in any part of India, the 
Ticmilyof Calcutta and the Hooghly only excepted; nor 
did I ever again see any m after-times in the Mahrattah 
country , proving the strength and power of their olfac- 
tory nerves We encamped this day at Bunkjnooly, 
having a nullah and small hedge in our rear; the distance 
being about fourteen miles 

On the 20th, after an easy match, on a very good road, 
we encamped on the north bank of a deep nver, close to 
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the village of Palhood, q disHnceof thirteen miles and a 
half On this march we passed the second tank or lake I 
had seen in the Slahrattah country , the first being at 
Auningabad , whereas in all other parts of India, they arc 
as common as tillages 

OntIie21st our whole march nas through a most ro- 
mantic and picturesque country, co^c^cd with trees and 
verdure, and abounding with game, of course most de 
hghtful to the e^c long tortured by the sight of a mono- 
tonous cotton soil, and bleak slon} hills, without the 
slightest relief We encamped to the eastward of the for- 
tified town ofAdjunteh, twelve miles from our last ground 
This has evidently been a place of some consequence, m 
da}S gone by , the Fettah or town is on the south bank of 
a deep and beautiful stream, being well fortified, and pos 
scssing many capital buildings m which our wounded offi- 
cers were residing Over the river, a good stone bridge 
conducted us to the fort, on the north bank , a very neat 
stone octagon, in which our wounded men were accommo- 
dated, in very airy comfortable barracks, which were quite 
novel in native fortifications A famine then raging pretty 
generally in the countiy, this delightful place appeared to 
have suffered a very large share of it a horrors , the ground 
all round being actually strewed with the mangled remains 
of thousands of it s victims Unfortunate and wretched na 
tion' subject at once to two of the heaviest scourges to 
which mortality is I able, war and famme ' And tee, to out 
sbame be it said, the willing lostnimeats of the former * 

On the 22nd of October we descended the Adjunteh 
Pass, a gradual declivitj of about three miles, and joined 
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the army, encamped two miles hejond it, only six miles 
distant from Adjunteh 

On the 24th we got mlelhgence of the capture of 
Asseerghur, by Colonel Stevenson’s armj , and of a signal 
victory gained by General Lake, over ScmdiaU’s troops, 
under the personal command of a Mr Lewis, in which the 
Mahrattahs sunired a severe defeat, with great slaughter, 
and the loss of fifty or sivty guns, the Hengalecs and 
Madrasees keeping equal pace in the race of glory 

SCI^DIA1IS tAKFFL.* 

The army made marches and counter marclics, as our 
intelligence prompted, without any thing of consequence 
occurring, until the 7th of November, when, during our 
encampment at Chichooly, a respectable Vakeel from 
Dowlut Kow Scindiah armed in our neighbourhood with 
proposals for peace He vras escorted into camp m the 
evening, by the Honourable Mounslewart Hlphinstone and 
Lieutenant A Campbell, the General s Aid-de-camp, mth 
a squadron of Native cavalry, under Captain O’Donnell, of 
Kurjet Konagaum He was richly dressed, and well 
mounted , and had an elephant, two camels, and many led 
horses, &c , escorted by ninety of his master s best cavalry 
Although we had every reason to conclude his mission 
was urgent, yet that saperstitmt I before mentmaed, hero 
interfered, and it being deemed an unlucky day, he was 
not introduced to the General 

Those dispensers or disposers of celestial favours, the 

• W akcel or \ ake<‘l Vilerally Itamlaieil, would be agent , but il is 
always used for an Vmbassador or Minuter from one court to mother 
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Bral)tniu9, Iiavin", liowcver, kindly decreed the 8lh to be 
ausjHcioiisto thoccremony, prcparaUons were then made 
for the due reception of the potent Semdiah’s Anibas'ador; 
and manj of us, in the bwt uniforms that a year’s ^'ct, 
dust, and sunning, could alTord, met at the Gcneml's tent 
at four o'clock in the afternoon. To our great mortifica- 
tion, we very 8pee<lily found that this hour had also been 
proscribed; and therefore, making a virtue of nccessitj, 
amused ourselves as well as we could, until the ghurries 
Ind chimed five, when every ofliccr who could command a 
charger, or a tolerably dean suit, again assembled, and 
the procession set forward at sunset, composed of about 
one hundred gentlemen, and as many troopers. Having 
passed at a canter to (he Mahrattah lines on our left, and 
there meeting the Vakeel, who with his fnends had dis- 
mounted to receive the General, we all ohghted, when n 
gullehmilloio, or hugging scene, coromenced among the 
great folks, which lasted some minutes; after which the 
Ambassador and General IVcIIeslcy again mounted, foU 
lowed by the rest, and the cavalcade returned by torch- 
light to head-quarters, where the band of his Majesty’s 
78th regiment and a company were drawn up, who saluted 
the Vakeel as he dismounted. The General’s tent, a large 
square, single poled, of about thirty feet, although half the 
officers had retired, could hardly retain the genteel crowd 
wlucli remained. Taking a particular interest in such 
scenes, I contrived to get close to the General’s chair. He 
first handed the Vakeel m, and seated him on his nfht 
hand, and Gokhah, our head ally, on his left, and so on 
with the rest, according to their rank. A silver salver 
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With betel t\as then brought in, which tlie General dis- 
tnbuted with his oivn hand, to aU the sc'cn natives on his 
right and left, entitled to such a compliment. He then 
gave them nch dresses and shaivls, and lastly, presented 
the Vahecl m partitular with two superb jewels, and a nch 
gold chain, which were immediately fastened round Jiis 
turban, and several more beautiful shawls and dresses were 
added to this donation; dunng which time the hand of 
the 78th plajed “ God save the King," and several other 
tunes The great men conversed on common topics, till 
the last present, when the Vakeel told General IV'cllcilcy, 
in very good llmdoostancc, that " the iVlaharajah, his 
master, wished for nothing so ardently as his fncndship 
and amity," and rising to take leave, was conducted to 
the door bj the General A great concourse Inving as- 
Bcmbled at the entrance, it was with difficulty the guard 
could make way for a very lar^ elephant and beautiful 
horse to be brought up, and presented to the Vakeel, who, 
mounted on a superb white charger, most richly capari- 
soned, galloped off in great style, followed by his presents 
and escort , and thus ended the first visit. 

The Vakeel, Eswunt Row Gorcporcc, was a man of high 
rank in the Mahrattah Empire, and nephew to the famous 
Moran Row he was aUo dignified with the Persian title 
of “ Ameer ul Oomrab" LordofLords so extraordinarily 
do the Hindoo chiefs, particularly the IMaUrattalis, prize 
the Mussulman titles In person he was much above the 
common size , thin, but athletic, and his countenance be- 
spoke ilie man of sense and dignity, lie seemed much 
pleased with the General's attention, and indeed so Nvas 
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everyone, lo behold ibe m&n, mIio had only a few days 
before resembled a lion m battle, now treating one of the 
foe m such a hhcral and delicate manner, without even 
liintmg at any thing likely lo give him the slightest uneasi- 
ness. 

On the 9tU of October, five o’clock being, I suppose 
ogam declared auspicious, tlie GcncraJ, ot that hour, ac- 
companied as the day before, relumed the Vakeel s \isit 
The ceremony nas nearly the same as formerly, but I ob 
sen ed a degree of depressionon his /Ine countenance, nhich 
1 attributed to the news that day received, and announced 
by a royal salute from our guns, of the defeat of seven bat- 
talions of his master’s troops under the ualJs of Agrah, by 
General Lake We returned home in the same state, by 
torch light again whilst matters remained in similar un- 
certainty, and we made several marches without seeing 
any more of the enemy until the 29th o^^Vvember 

DATTLE OF ARGAUJI 

On the morning of the 29lh, our army marched early, 
each man having sixty rounds of ammunition, and about 
five rmles on, met a Vakeel from Bonsala, the Rajah of 
Berar, whom the General conversed with, but did not stop 
to receive He told the Geoeral that Ins master s artny 
was encamped at Putheilee, about ten miles m our front, 
and entreated him to halt short of that place, which the 
General refused He then asked seriously, Whether, if 
he came up with their army, he would attack them f ’ to 
which he replied, “ Most undoubtedly and advised him 
to remain with the baggage, which was left at a village 
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every one , to bebold the roan, xvlio had only a few days 
before resembled a lion m battle, now treating one of the 
foe m such a liberal and delicate manner, without L^en 
hinting at any thing likely to give him the slightest uneasi- 
ness 

On the flth of October, five o clock being, I suppose 
again declared auspicious, the General, at that hour, ac- 
companied as the day before, returned the Vakeel s visit 
Tlio ceremony was nearly the same as formed^, but I ob 
served a degree of depression on his fine countenance, which 
I attributed to the news that day received, and announced 
by a ro) al salute from our guns of the defeat of seven bat 
tahonsoflus master’s troops under the walls ofAgraIi,by 
General Lake We returned home m the same state, by 
torch light again whilst matters remained m similar un- 
certaintj, and we made several inarches without seeing 
any more of the enemy until the 29th of Nbi ember 

BATTLE OF ARGAUM 

On the morning of the 29Ui, our army marched early, 
each man having sixty rounds of ammunition, and about 
five miles on, met a Vakeel from Bonsala, the Rajah of 
IJerar, whom the General conversed with, but did not stop 
to receive He fold the General that his masters army 
was encamped at Putheilee, about ten miles m our front, 
and entreated him to halt short of that place, which the 
General refused He tlien asLed senouslj , " Whether, if 
he came up with their army, he would attack them‘d'* to 
which ho replied, “ Most undoubtcdlj , and advised him 
to remain with the baggage, winch was left at a village 
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eiglit miles on Ihe road, m cliaigc of the rear guard under 
Licutenant-coloncl Onrock. About this tune we observed 
a cloud of dust a few miles off on our left flank, and con- 
cluded, as it proved to be, that it was Colonel Stevenson’s 
force, moving for the same object, though no one but the 
General knew what that object was Passing through a 
beautiful countrj, full of game, wc even aroused ourselves, 
as usual, in hunting and shooting on the right flank the 
whole way, until after a inarch of ten miles, we found our 
camp colours at a stand , and Colonel Stevenson’s Ukevvisc 
pitched to our left Two Vakeels had also roet the Colonel 
on the match, and persuaded him to halt, assuring him 
that wo were going to do the same, but General ‘tVellesley 
was not to be outwitted, having sent an order across the 
country, with distinct instructions for him to move on At 
two o’clock we reached our ground, and were ordered to 
form and rest on our arms, shortly after which we heard 
the sound of cannon m front, and missed the General and 
ourpicquets He soon retnraed, however, ordered us to 
shoulder and move on with our guns, which was instantly 
obeyed , though the country about here was so thickly 
coveied with high grain, that we could see nothing m our 
front for the first three miles , when conung near a walled 
village, and hearing the roanng of cannon increase we 
discovered that we had got into the vicinity of the enemy 
The toad through which alone we could advance, was 
much circumscnhedbylhehighjowaree,* and tliough at 
the Village it opened out a lUtle, still our march was con- 
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siderably impeded by the picquets and detachment which 
had led being thrown into momentary disorder, by the 
sudden opening of fifty pieces of cannon on them, the 
instant they had passed the Tillage As soon as we could 
pass through them we formed in front of the village Sir- 
soney, having a tolerably extensive plain of at least thtee 
miles before it, on which appeared the armies of Boosala 
in the fore ground, and Scindiah’s m their rear , forming a 
kind of doubtful potence on either wing The Berar in- 
fantry, jvith about fifty guns forming one line, with two 
thousand Arabs on the left, and Benee Syng's five thousand 
Ghosams lo the centre 

^yaltlng for the arrival and formation of Colonel Steven- 
son’s force on our left, we were exposed to a heavy 
cannonade for some minutes, which our guns feebly tried 
to answer, and in this position, our corps being drawn up 
exactly in front of the village, on which Uie enemy’s bat- 
teries were pointed, as the only entrance to the plain, 
severely suffered, in having Lieutenant Turner, two Sub 
adars, one Jemadar, and forty Sepoys knocked down by 
cannon shot The precious remains of the gallant 74t!i 
were on our right, and beyond them the 78th, whilst on 
our left w ere the Ist battalion of the 4th and the i?nd regi- 
ment to the left of them, I could not see further At 
about hnir past four we were ordered to lea>o our guns and 
advance, Colonel Stevenson s force which had further to 
inarch, having just then formed up on our left. It was a 
splendid sight to sec such aline advancing, as on a ficld'day , 
hut tiic pause w lien the enemy’s guns ceased firing, anti they 
advanced in front of iheni, was on awful one Tlie /Irabs, 
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a very imposing body, singled out out two Kuropean Tcgi* 
ments; and when we arrived within about sixty yards, 
after a round of grape, which knocked doNvn ten of our 
men, and about ns many in each of the European regiments, 
the^ adva'p:ed and charged us, with tremendous shouts. 
Our thre/ ;orps were at this time considerably in front of 
the rest the line, and a struggle ensued, in which we 
killed and wounded about six hundred of these Arabs, and 
our corps alone took eight standards. Whdst this was 
acting, neatly in the centre, I observed Bence Syng’s 
Ghosams, dressed like beef-eaters, bearing down to turn 
our flank 5 but the Arabs once routed, and the rest of our 
Ime coming up, there was Utile more to do, and it was 
soon a perfect rout. The enemy’s cavalry made two feeble 
attempts to charge our tno flank corps, under Captains 
Maitland and Vernoo, but were repulsed by a steady fire 
from each. Our own cavalry had hitherto been kept m 
the rear, but the General now ordered them to charge, 
and they followed the enemy for some miles, cutting down 
about three thousand of the fugitives , who, however, con- 
trived to carry away a few- light guns, mounted as gallopers, 
and left us m quiet possession of the ground they had oc- 
cupied, with thirty-eight fine cannon, and immense quan- 
tities of ammunition and stores. The field of battle was 
strewn mth arms, and about one thousand sun-dial tur- 
bans, like those worn by the Bengal army ; and twenty 
or thirty standards also fell into our hands. By the 
account of the prisoners, it appeared that the Bonsala’s 
army alone, commanded by his brother, Nana Babah, 
amounted to ten thousand regular infantry, fifty guns, and 
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thirty or forty thousand cavalry, and Scindiah’s troops, 
drawn up m their rear, were declared to have taken no 
share in the action However that might be, the General 
was extremely displeased with the Alaharajali, and accused 
him of a breach of his promise, to separate himself entirely 
from the Bonsala Of the army actually engaged, the 
five thousand Ghosains, under Benee Sjmg, escaped to 
Gawilghur, and the rest dispersed m various directions 
This was Colonel Stevenson’s last engagement, and closed 
a long career of honourable and gallant serviees He was 
even then so ill, that General Wellesley endeavoured to 
persuade him not to go into the action he did, however 
come IQ a liowdah, or litter, on an elephant, and died a 
few days afterwards The General s order on this occasion, 
while It did justice to the memory of an excellent old 
soldier, did honour to bis own heart 
The loss of our army amounted to nearly four hundred 
men in killed and wounded , of which small number only 
sixty were actually killed, but cannon shot wounds are no 
joke in general The officers wounded were Lieutenant 
Donaldson of the 94lh, mortally Lieutenant Turner of 
the 1st battahou of the 3rd regiment, severely Lieutenant 
Bamaby of the cavalry Captains Vernon of the tilth, and 
Burke and Dalrj'inple of the artillery, shghtlj Captain 
hl'Kenzic of the 78lb, and Lieutenants Langland of the 
74Ui, and Robertson and Campbell of the 94lh 

Lieutenant Turner, of our corps, had his thigh broken 
6j a cannon 6a?/, wltth ihe oiReees were stanifing in the 
rear of their companies, and the men irere sitting m Jmc, 
to avoid unnecessary erposun;, and he had the tipofn 
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little finger and the butt end of a pistol shot off, on the oppo- 
site side, at the same instant, s%c knew not how Thougti a 
cnpple for life, tins fine joungman rccoiercd mtlie gcncnl 
hospital, conttary to the c'cpectation of all lus medical 
attendants A youthful and hale constitution, and spirits 
never to be subdued, performing almost a miracle in his 
favour, but with such a fracture, it was impossible ever 
to recover the entire use of his Umh lie lives still, but is 
subject to occasional exfoliations Of three Native officers 
wounded, two died m the hospital shortly after, of whom, 
Suhadar Ally Caw n, a man so oncommonly diminutive in 
person, that we used to call him the little cock sparrow, 
was ouo of the best and bravest soldiers I ever knew He 
was at this time far advanced in life, and had earned the 
respect and esteem of every European officer, as well •vs of 
every native in the corps, and what was very remarkable, 
this Liliputian hero had as strong a voice, as he had a 
great soul Inaction he was the life and soul of those 
around him, and in devoted affection to the service he had 
no supenot The whole of the flesh and sinews of the 
hinder part of both thighs being tom aw ay by a large shot, 
he fell, and could not rise again , but as soon as the action 
was over, he requested his attendants to carry him after us, 
that his dear European comrades might see him die We 
had halted on the held upwards of a mile in fiont of where 
he fell, when he arrived, and spoke to us with a firm i oice 
and most affectionate manner, recounted his services, and 
hade U3 all adieu We endeavoured to encouruf^ him, by 
asserting that his wound was not mortal, and that he 
would jet recover He said •* he felt assured of the con- 


VOL I 



194 


MILITARY 


[AD 


trary, but he was not afraid of death , he had often braved 
it in the discharge of his duty, and only r^:retted that he 
should not be permitted to render further semces to his 
honourable masters " He died shortly afterwards, and his 
son was pensioned on twelve pagodas a month, or 57/ per 
annum , a most liberal and ample provision for any native 
In such a service, who would be a coward 

Lieutenant Bryant, of whom such honourable mention 
has been made at Kui^et Konagaum, doing duty with the 
4th cavalry, was lucky enough on this occasion to capture 
an excellent charger, which I purchased fiom him shortly 
after, for one hundred pounds, and to save the life of a 
little Mahrattah boy, about Hre years old whose father was 
killed in the charge This boy be cherished while ho lived, 
h\xt BO outre were his habits, that he left hns a perfect 
pickle when he died himself, some time afterwards Lieu* 
tenant Langlands, of the 74tb, ivas close to us in tlie 
action, when a powerful Arab threw n spear at him, and, 
drawing his sword, rushed forward to complete Ins con- 
quest , the spear having eotered the flesh of the leg, and 
cut it s way out again, stuck lu the ground behind hmi, 
when Langlands grasped it, and turning the point, threw it 
with so true an ami, that it went right through his oppo- 
nent 6 body, and transfixed him within three or four j'ards 
ofhis intended victim i e^csivero for an instant turned 
on these tno combatants, when a Sepo^ of our grenadiers 
rushed out of the ranks, and patting tho Jicuteoant on 
the back, exclaimed, Auhah Sahtbl bhole atchah keeah'" 

“ Well, Sir‘ >ery well done* Such a ludicrous circum- 
stance, even m a moment of such cxircme peril, could not 
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pass unnoticed, and our soldiers all enjoyed a heart) laugh, 
hefore thej concluded the ■woiV. of dcatli on the remaining 
ill fated Arabs 


txrrcupooR. and CA^^ILC^uu 
Elatchcepoor,* as tlic natives call it, is tlie capital of a 
very fertile and rich province, including Uic countrj round 
Argaum, wth a strong lull fort in the range which hounds 
that plain to the northward, called liumaalah, and another 
still stronger to the eastvratd, called Gassdghur The 
town Itself, which is several miles distant from Argamn, 
had been a place of importance, but was now much injured 
by WOT, famine, and desertion Some convenient buildings 
were, however, jet found for our sick nod wounded, and 
the array moved into the neighbourhood of Gawilghur 
Colonel Stevenson s force, now commanded bj another old 
and gallant soldier Colonel Uahburton, moved round to 
the opposite side of the range, os it was understood to be 
more accessible than from the sooth 

On the 7th of December wc commenced operations from 
the Peltah and valley below, ami got on with few casual- 
ties, m the following days, up to tlie 16th , but every man 
of science in our camp could readily foresee that this 
labour was m vam, further than as a diversion, though 
Colonel llalibuTton, having overcome difTiculltes meal 
culable, had actually contrived to breach the outer wall 
on the other side the inner being so retired, as to be out 
of the reach of his guns 

* Vlatcliee is tlie 11 ndoostance for Cardimun 
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I must here pause, to relate an anecdote of our brave and 
kind hearted Brigadier, Colonel Wallace, during this siege 
We had been one night working very hard at a battery half 
way up the hill, and afterwards cleared a road up to it, but 
no power we possessed could move our iron hattenng guns 
above a few hundred yards from the bottom, so steep and 
rugged was the ascent I was just reheved from working 
by a fresh party, and enjoying a few moments’ rest on 
some clean straw, when the officer commanding the 
working party came up to Colonel Wallace, and reported 
that it was impossible to get the Jieavy guns up to the 
battery The Colonel, who was Bngadier of the trenches, 
exclaimed.^'* Impossible' hoot mon' it must be done' 
I ve got the order in my pocket These words, although 
they failed to transport the guns into the battery, fully 
illustrated the true character of this noble and devoted 
soldier The guns were abandoned and covered with 
leaves, and two brass twelves, and two howitzers substi 
tuted m the mock battery, for a breaching one it never 
was our shot returning down the hill, to the very muzzles 
of the guns, without injuring the solid wall against which 
they were aimed Colonel Ilaliburton haring informed 
the General that bis breach would be ready on the morning 
of the 16 th, preparations were made on our side, and par- 
ties ascended the hill to cause some diversion, while the 
mam assault was carried on from tlic nortln>ar(l The 
breach, though defended by Becnee Syng in person, ^as 
soon earned, but considerable opposition took place be- 
tneen the walls, the Chief and many oflusbraio follo«er» 
sacrificing their lives m a fruitless resistance The second, 
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or inner all, ^as carried by escalade in a very gallant 
manner ; the light infantry of the Scotch brigade leading, 
and opening a gate for our party to enter, rvhen the gar- 
rison, of at least four thousand men, nho never dreamed 
of quarter, nerc either hilled, or threw ihemsehes o\cr 
the walls, and were generally dashed to pieces. Becnee 
Syng, and some other Gosain chiefs, before tliey sallied 
but to defend the breach, had most barbarously mutilated 
their women, who were found by our people weltering in 
nthcir blood. Thus fell, after a siege of only eight days, one 
of the strongest hill forts in India, ond with it the hopes of 
the confederated chieftains, who now earnestly entreated 
for peace. 

Our loss in the siege and capture of Cawilghur was, — 
Lieutenant Young, killed; and Lieutenant-colonel Kenney, 
commanding the storming party, and Lieutenant Parlhy, 
wounded. Total of killed and wounded, one hundred and 
twenty-six Europeans and Natives. 

On the morning of the IGth of December, Major John 
Malcolm, Bcsideul in Mysore, who had left our camp on 
some political mission, returned with an escort; his arrival 
being announced by the usual salute. Several olBcersj also 
joined the force by ihisopportunity, under Captain T. H.S. 
Conway, from the Carnatic ; and though some of out sick 
were among them, and actually heard the firing at Gawil- 
ghur, they were, jioor fellows, shared out of the prize- 
money. On the 20th, General Wellesley made GoUtah a 
present of a handsome bandy, or gig, and horse, which had 
come with liie guard in the park, all the way, apparently 
for this sole purpose, and drove him home himself in it. 
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The GcDeral indeed, appeared altogether in such high 
spmts and good humour, that we augured some peaceful 
tidings must have reached him 

AMRUT ROW 

On the 22nd Amtut Row, brother to the Peishwa, 
arrived m the Mahrattah camp, and at seven o clock the 
next morning our whole line uas ordered out, in open 
order, on an extensive plain near Deworwarrah, when this 
man, whom Holkar had set up as Peishwa and whom we^ 
had chased out of Poonah m Apnl, arrived m front of the 
right attended by the General, Major Malcolm, and all 
the staff, and passing down the front was saluted by the 
whole line, after which, taking post at a distance m 
front, we passed in open column of renew, and saluted 
again This must have been to him and his attendants a 
sight as novel as it was grand to see twelve hue corps in 
marching array, at the same moment with a respectable 
artillery , and to us it was equally interesting, for Amrut 
Row was by all accounts, a very fine fellow, and no troops 
in the world could hare exhibited a finer line, particularly 
the cavalry, such a thing never being attempted in any 
Native service lie expressed himself highly gratified and 
requested the General to allow him to present each corps 
with a z6afut of three hundred rupees This parade 
taking up till half past ten, the otficers of the army were 
invited to the Genera] s lent at noon, to witness the ratifi 
cation of a treaty with Ragojee Bonsala Rajah of Bcrar, 
and I had the pleasure at the head of a flank company, to 
salute the Pnme Minister of Scindiah, the same ciening 
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As these ceremonies vrere not likely to occur again during 
oor stay in the East, I vras, of course, curious in attending 
to every particular. At noon, Bonsala’s Vakeel, ^cetcl 
Punt, arrived ^vitho^tany state, and all the oflicers having 
asserahled at the door of the Generars tent, he came out 
with Jlajor Malcolm. They saluted Uve Vakeel, and each 
takins ^ hand, conducted him to a seat beta een them. As 
soon as compliments had passed, he pulled a bundle of 
papers out of his pocket, and the General, at the same 
time, ordering a similar one to be brought from his sleeping 
tent, they then exchanged them; the Vakeel declaring 
that such and such marks in Mahraltah were the Ha- 
jah*9 6o7W^Je personal signature, with tire date correct. 
The band immediately struck up ** God save the King;*' a 
royal salute was fired from (he park, and a company of 
Europeans presented arms. The Vakeel seemed delighted, 
and said , — “ That the General would judge of his anxiety 
for peace, by his leluroing two days within the limited 
lime.” The General answered, through Major Malcolm, 
That he, on liis part, hoped the peace would be as lasting 
as it was sincere, on the part of tbe British Government 
after which, the band played the ** British Grenadiers !*' 
This was a proud and delightful moment to us all ; and after 
some further conversation, m which many professions of 
mutual friendship were made, the company departed, with- 
out much ceremony, to meet again in the evening. At 
three o’clock, P.M., our light companies arrived at the 
General’s tent, tovvait the arrival of Scindiah’s Dewaun, 
who made his appearance in great state about five, at- 
tended by the General, Major Malcolm, and all the 
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English officers off duty, Eswunt Row Goreporee, and 
other respectable natives, and followed by state elephants, 
camels, horses, &.C , and two hundred of his master’s 
chosen cavalry, as an escort We saluted him wth pre- 
sented arms, and the ** Grenadiers' March the park also 
resounding it s shout of welcome 

A decrepit old Brahmin, whose nose and chin almost 
met each other, and dressed m a coarse white cloth, with- 
out a single ornament, yet the Prime Minister and chief 
ruler of a most extensive kingdom, now stood before our 
astonished eyes He was conducted into the tent by the 
General and Political Agent, as usual, and seated between 
them I looked in vain for indications in bis old coun- 
tenance, of that Eupenorand intelligent mind he was known 
to possess He said little, and appeared very grave, some 
thought him sulky, but our acquaintance Goreporee was 
much pleased, and moved backwards and forwards from his 
seat, and whispered the Dewaun and Major Malcolm alter- 
nately, from his looks alone, I concluded (hat the old 
gentleman had come with full intention to treat for peace, 
and no longer to procrastinate, for he had formerly ap- 
peared much dejected, while Ins master was wavering and 
prevancating This Goreporee was u fine fellow, if out- 
ward appearances are to be relied on, for he liad a nnnly 
person and cxpre^ive countenance Ilcaskcd (he Geneni}, 
in the Dewaun's name, " whetlicrhe would attend to Ins 
mission’ or something to that purpose, to winch the 
answer was, “I shall be happy to cdlifer with him to- 
morrow ' To the next question, — •' Do you march 
to-morrow the answer was, " ’ics ’ " In what dircc- 
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lioni” — " I never tell nny body when, or where I ioteiwl 
to march,” Tliej then said it was near sunset, and it 
would be unlucky to staybejond it; when the General, 
happy to gel over this ceremony, having to return Yectel 
Pant’s visit, aa soon as it should be dark, gave tlicm their 
leave m the usual manner, and we mounted to conduct 
OUT great men a part of the way. It was dark, however, 
lonf^ before we reached the encampment of the Vakeel of 
Berar, in whose tent there was a carpet spread on the floor, 
upon which we aU squatted like a company of tailors 
Yeelcl Punt was a little plump person, whose appearance 
by no means indicated his consequence, though he proved 
himself a welhinformed man, the moment you came to 
converse with him Observing that Major Malcolm made 
use of many Persian words m his Ilindoostanec, ho asked 
him ifl he understood Persian ; a reply m the alErmativo 
produced a very pretty stanza m that language, which 
appeared to me most apposite, expressive of his sense of 
the GeneraVs kindness to liira, and then added in Moors,* 
for the General’s ear, that his having succeeded in making 
a peace, would give him a consequence with his master, 
which be could not otherwise have ever hoped to acquire 
The General as kindly and readily replied, " That lie had 
by h\s conduct throughout, wdl mented his approbation, 
and that of his master, and that whoever acted his part 
with mtegnly and diligence, could not fail to meet with a 
just renard ” Very much did I wish to liave put m a few 
words, but my plice forbade such presumption, and here 
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ended these interesting conferences. The war was now 
terminated, though to secure the fidelity of the warering 
Scindiah, we made a few marches more, and then returned 
towards Poonah. 
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CUAPTnU Vll. 

2lf«nfai«Cfr— -SAafapoor- — Poonoh — li/li/m to Itewtoy— Scfomf jifo/i- 
raUaA ](ar-^ Capture of the lort if ChanJore-^- Lassut^aum-— 
Vhrtnp-^ Capture of Gatnah—’The Athwtttp Coimtry Sunil 
SosngAtif — Seroi Governor Dnnesn— Cestetle if Cokauk 

aiANKAHSEER 

It \m in the month of January 1804, while on the march, 
as ire supposed homciranls, that the General got accounts 
of the Ahmednugger Khcladar, being m force, and com- 
imtling depiedalions at some distance , on which we made 
two or three long matches, though without success Being 
at length determined to come up with, and punish this 
lawless banditti, he formed a select party, consisting of 
the cavalry brigade, some European foot, and a corps 
formed by one hundred volunteers from each native bat- 
talion; m all, about one thousand two hundred infantry; 
who, allowing for all the guiuds, &c , generally mustered 
eight hundred on a march , and putting himself at our 
head, for 1 had the honour to be one of his volunteers, 
we moved at a rate no one had ever thought of before. 
Our common marches were between twenty and thirty 
miles a day, and on the 6ih of February, when wo came up 
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nith the enemy’s camp at ten o’clock, we had marched 
fifty four miles, m the list tnentj-four hours On seeing 
U3 approach, the Arab infantry slunk into a walled 
village called hlanknrsccr, and the mounted fellows began 
to move off as fast as possible Tlicy were, when all col- 
lected, said to have amounted to fiftj thousand men, with 
four guns, immense treasure and plunder, and abundance 
of cattle, taken indiscriminately wberever they went , and 
wc saw a very extensive, though most motley camp, as we 
approached Lieutenant-colonel Orrock witli the 8th regi- 
ment, having been left with all out baggage atPennda, on 
our march, the General ordered me to take two hundred vo- 
lunteers and dash into the viUage, to secure all the arms, 
and, if unopposed,grant quarter to the Arabs. This was im- 
mediately done, wrlule be placed himself at the head of the 
cavalry brigade, and tho infantry were directed to follow 
as fast as possible Our native allies havin'' accompanied 
us, to them w^as assigned the ti^k of attacking the enemy’s 
camp, which they did with great spirit, Gokliah, Appa 
Desai, and Vishnoupunt, each leading a few followers to 
the charge The cavalry moving on abreast, ready to 
protect tliem from any ambush , but our dragoons unfor- 
tunately mistaking them for our opponents, as they had 
not appeared before all tbe morning, being at a distance 
on the right flank to secure the enemy, charged them, 
and before the mistake was rectified, cut down two or 
three, and had one of their own men cut down, in self- 
defence This mistake was, hoUever, momentary only, 
and a heav) body of the enemy’s horse suddenly appear- 
in'' they rallied, and were led on m perfect order to the 
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charge, which the enemy, thoogh numerous, would not 
stand to receire, but immediately fled over the plain, leav- 
ing out people mote at loiaurc to secure an immense booty. 
General Wellesley returned well satisfied with lus daj'’B 
work; and os I had not been idle during his absence, he 
found me in possession of a variety of weapons of war, 
to the number of some thousands, and sixty fine horses ; 
from which he told me to select one. and deliver the rest 
over to the prize agent*. I chose a beautiful Arab mare, 
and after testing for three or four days, to ascertain the 
positive direction of the bulk of the fugitives, we set out 
again in chase, and pursued as far ns Slrolapoor, where 
Ibelioc some terms were accorded; at least wc halted 
there, and then returning, marched at the same rate, till 
we rejoined the army near Ahmednugger. 


SIIOLAPOOU, 

About two hundred miles north-east of Poonah, was at 
this time, one of the finest models of eastern architecture 
to be met with in the Mahrattab empire. Washed on one 
face by a large and picturesque lake, the fort rose in 
majestic beauty, with a number of finely formed stone 
bastions, joined by remarkably short curtains, and an 
equally well finished fosaebray, watb a wide and deep 
ditch, faced with stone. It had only one gateway, covered 
by several bastions and cavaliers ; and tvhen I saw it, was 
full of guns and armed men, so jealous that they would 
not permit any one to approach it. It had a large and 
well bmlt Pettab, also walled round, with strong gates, 
embracing another face of the lake; and little did I then 
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own command, in this then distant coontry. 

POONAII. 

After a very tedious and fatiguing march through a 
country nearly de«olated by war and famine, our army 
amved at Poonali, in the month of April , and peace being 
proclaimed, the subsidiary force, to which, by the kindness 
of the General I had been nominated one of the staff, nas 
cantoned on a plain a shoit distance from the town. 
Colonel Close, the British Resident having returned with 
the Peishwa, was now residing m an etcellent house, built 
at the 3unction of the Mootah and l\Ioo!ah rivers, called 
the Sungnm ; aud his garden was one of the loveliest spots 
imaginable, being laid out with great taste, and well 
stocked With fruit and vegetables, European os nell as 
native Several gentlemen belonging to the Residency, 
had also small neat houses in the vicinity, hut the Sungam 
was m fact, an European villa. Time, has, howcier, now 
left no vestige of this house or garden, both being entirely 
destroyed in the late war «ilh the Peishwa IIis co-ad- 
jutor, death, had long previously disposed of the earthly 
part of it’s noble possessor, still, memory faiUifuI to his 
Tirtuci, recalls the soldier, the statesman, and the friend, 
vhilst pndc, I trust, in this instance, at least, an honest 
feeling, dilates my heart even at this moment, uhen I 
recollect that Barry Close belonged to the Madras army. 
B’lth a highly cuUiratetl inim], and the mo^t fransccntlant 
abiliUto, he was the kind, condescending, and cnterliining 
host, and many a pleasant hour did wc beguile in his com- 
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ptinj A most capital Persian scliolar, and the best Hin- 
doostance student in the peninsula, he transacted all his 
omi business mth the natives, by whom he was greatly 
esteemed Though a short suorthy looVmg man, and 
rather inclining to fat, he was as hardy and active m body 
as in mind , and even when far advanced in life, he would 
Tide thirty or forty milea a day, and chase a hare, an 
antelope, ora fox, with all the fire and vigour of youth 
In short, when Colonel Sir Barry CloediedinBngland, m 
the year 1810, he left not a superior, and few if any 
equals, in the service 

Colonel ■Wallace bemg appointed to command tlic sub- 
sidiary force, Colonel Ilaliburton, with the Nizam's sub- 
sidiary, was cantoned, 1 believe, at Auntngabad, the deter- 
mination of our supreme government not being yet fixed re- 
specting Holkar,wlio was still at the head of a large army 
and public matters thus admitting of ofilcers obtaining 
leave, I paid a visit, early in May, to our sister Presidency, 


DOMBW 

I can well remember tliatl performed the whole journey by 
land and water m twenty hours After breakfasting with 
Lieutenant-colonel Robertson, General agent for public 
cattle, and superintendent of bazars in camp I borrowed 
his horse at ten o clock, and set out at a canter > changed 
horses when half w ay, and reached General Wellesley s 
tent at Catley, about thirty miles distant, where I tiffed, 
and tile General declared U was impossible I could teach 
Panwelt, forty miles further, by sunset, which failing to do, 
I must lose a day, as the passage boat to Bombay would 
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start at that moment Having mounted another horse, I 
rode to the top of the Ghaut, eight miles, which, though a 
very steep and rugged Pass at that time, I ran down, and 
mounting one of my own horses, posted at the bottom, 
changed again half way for another, and reached Pan- 
well just before the sun set These seventy miles were 
all over strange ground, and some of it, from the foot of 
the Pass, remarkably rugged, it not being then much 
frequented Overtaking other ofBcers from our camp, I 
pulled out my watch and requested them to witness the 
fact , then embarking with them for Bombay, we reached 
that place, twenty-eight miles before day break, but could 
not land till sue Here I put up with some old fnends, 
waiting the arrival of my family from Madras, and was, 
contrary to my expectation, detained there till the end of 
May , the passage from Madras on this occasion, taking 
three months and a half 

Having once more rejoined the army, on the 23nd of 
August the subsidiary force under Colonel ^Vallace marched 
from Poonah, consisting of the following corps — ■ 

The Artillery,- — two twelve pounders, two howitzers, and 
four spare slxcs 

His Majesty’s 74th regiment, now about two hundred 
strong 

5th nud 7th regiments of Native caroJry, six hundred 
1st battalion of the 3rd regiment of infantry six hundred 
1st battalion of the 8th regiment, fire hnndrcd , 

And too companies of Pioneers, of which Lieutenant- 
colonel Coleman commanderl the infantry brigade, 
and Lieutenant colonel lluddlestonc the cainlrv 
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Od the 27lh of September, when near Aurungabad, wc 
were aUo joined by Colonel llaUburton's force, wlucli was 
as follows — 

Lieutenant colonels Lang and Desse,Bngndiers. 

His Majesty’s Scotch brigade, the 94tli teginient, about 
three hundred men 

2nd battalion of the 2nd regiment of Native infantry, nme 
hundred 

2nd battalion of the 7lh regiment of Native Infantry, nine 
hundred 

1st battalion of the llth regiment of Native infantry, 
seven hundred 

3rd regiment of light cavalry, four hundred 
6lh regiment of light cavalry, three hundred 
With artillery and park, two iron eighteens, two iron 
twelves, and two brass Iwelve-pounders, two how- 
itzers, and held pieces to corps 
Lieutenant-colonel Ferrier dying the same day, the 
command of the 94th regiment devolved on Major James 
Campbell 

About this time, being under bad canvass, and exposed 
to a heavy monsoon, our camp became sickly, and we lost 
both officers and men by a fever of so novel a nature, that 
1 cannot pass it over without some description The first 
symptoms were an extreme debility and languor, with 
oiddiness, pains in the joints, great heat of body, and a 
quick pulse The fever continued on some for several days, 
on others only one or two, but the efiects were the same on 
all , the fit being followed by delirium, and when experienc- 
ing a lucid interval, the patients complained of weakness. 
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and pains all over Many of my own servants remained m 
that state for several days, without any return of fever, hut 
extremely violent at times, and gradually falling off in 
flesh, never once shewing any symptoms of returning 
reason Some men died the second day, others, after 
being apparently free for a whole month, suddenly re- 
lapsed and died , and all who were thus attacked, seemed 
at once to give up every hope of life, and to court death 
as a relief They would he down on the ground, either m 
camp, or on the march, and we were obliged to force them 
to move, to save their lives This malady continued to 
infest us for months, and very few indeed escaped with- 
out on attack 

On the 8th of October, after a wet and disagreeable 
march, we arrived wUhm two miles of the Pettah of 
Chandore, at the distance of eighty miles from Auranga- 
bad, and encamped to the southward, on good ground 

CHAJVDOtti: 

This hill fort forms part of a long range of mountains, 
running nearly east and west, with occasional breaks, in 
which Passes have been made It is at least oncthousaad 
Six hundred feet aboie the plain, and having a perpen- 
dicular scarp oa the summit, about one hundred feet high 
allround, might easily be made impregnable The only 
passage up being through gateways, built one above the 
other, against this enormous scarp These gntenajsare 
flanked by ^rge crtculai bastions , and ibnso ure the only 
voiks in the fort, which is a large barren plain of great 
extent, and capable of conbiwmg fnc or six thousand 
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men At the base of the only accessible side is a very 
large and fine veiled Pettah, wth six gates, ’wjtlim long 
shot of the hill, and containing many excellent houses , 
among the rest a Palace belonging to llolkor, which stands 
neat the vwddle, and conspicuous from u distance of 
tnclre miles This is an extensive, room}, strong, and 
handsome budding, and far surpasses any thing of the 
kind I have met with in the Mahrattah empire On the 
evening of the 8lh, the picquets and 74th regiment took 
possession of the tonn, wilhont opposition, and csta- 
bbsbed themselves over the gateway, next the fort, from 
whence a good foot patli led to the upper gate, with n 
small outwork half way up, apparently strong, and de- 
fended by guns and rousquetry I had the pleasure to be 
with the reliefs the next morning, under Major James 
Campbell, and nas employed all daj m reconnoitring, and 
forming plans for a scouring party In one of these re- 
connoitnngs. Captain A B Campbell, our Post master, of 
whom honourable mention was made in the Sherew^le 
jungle, and at the battle of Assaje was nding by the 
corner of the hiU, on which a body of match lock men 
was posted, and was running the gauntlet through their 
fire, when his horse stumbled and threw him over his 
head The same impulse, though for very different pur- 
poses, induced a narty of us, who were looking on from 
the picquet, and the Arabs above, instantly to dash to 
the spot, but the enemy had much the advantage of us, 
from their toad being down hill However, a gracious 
Providence watching over him saved his life on this occa- 
sion, for recovering Uimself immediatelj, and luckily 
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seizing tlte Lndic with his only hand, he ^vas on horse- 
back ogam before they could reach him, and pursued his 
original route, undismayed, to overtake Captain Johnson, 
our chief Engineer and Quarter master-general, and his 
escort, at some distance round the hill In the evening 
the picquets were strengthened, and arrangements were 
made, by which IMajor Vescy was left in charge of the 
Peltah, with half our corps, and I had the satisfaction of 
leading the other wang to the assaulL 

The column set out at three o’clock in the morning of 
the 10th of October, consisting of two companies of the 
94th, one hundred and fifty men of (he picquets, and our 
three hundred men, each cairjiog an additional bundle 
of spare ammunition , Captain Johnson conducting Major 
Campbell by a road lie had explored the day before, 
which fully proTcd his ability and discernment as it en- 
abled us to cut off all the different parties and outposts 
from the fort , and so well was it managed, that the first 
intimation of our approach was giren by our bayonets 
The poor Arabs, thus surprised, made little resistance, 
we commenced our vTork at day light, and pushed on so 
briskly, that by six o clock we had quiet possession of 
every thing, to the very gate of the fort , into which some 
hundreds of the fugitives endeavoured to get, but were 
refused by those already within who certainly feared we 
should follow them A great number of horses, bullocks, 
arms. See thus fell into our hands, and we found their 
outposts so tenable that Major Campbell left me m com- 
mand of the whole, with one hundred Emopeans, and 
three hundred and seven^ Sepoys, comfortably lodged 
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in choultries, liouscs, and outworks, at different dis- 
tances from the gate, and completely cutting off all com- 
mumcation from without Wc also took a piortar and some 
guns m the nearest post, the only one visible from the 
Pettah , and all this was achieved, without the loss of a 
single life on our side, only three men being wounded Of 
the enemy forty dead bodies were left on the ground, we 
could not ascerlam the number of wounded, but as we 
fired a good deal at them, occasionally within a short dis- 
tance, 1 had reason to think they were numerous Two 
days aOtet thus estohhsluia^ ouiselces ou the hdh the ^ic- 
rison sunendered, and were permitted to march out, three 
hundred men, with their b^gage and effects We were 
greatly astonished, on entering through the gates, to find 
the fort much stronger than, from outward appearances, 
we had been led to suppose the scarp of the rock being 
generally one hundred and fifty feet perpendicular, and 
the passage through the two upper galewajs, cut in the 
sobd rock, very narrow, and at least thirty feet long each 
It had however, no good buddings on the summit , even it s 
few old guns were lU mounted , and, m short, did not appear 
tohavc been inhabited, until oar sudden appearance on tbe 
plain, drove the small gamson up They had thus been 
cut off from all supplies, and we bad taken the most ef- 
fectual mode of driving them out, by shutting them in 
against their will 

The view from this enormous mountain is most extensive 
on either side, embracing the whole country, both north 
and south > and the mets marked by a verdant line, con- 
Imuahy curved, but never expanding At the first post. 
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half way up, there was a capital building and Pagoda, 
sunoundcd by trees. Within the first gateway was a 
deep tank cut in the rock, with another about one hundred 
yards from the upper one oh the summit; and from all 
appearances, the ground might be cultivated for the sup- 
port of a sufficient gamson. A considerable quantity of 
public property being captured, 1 was chosen a prize- 
agent; but never derived the smallest benefit from my 
appointment, as it was not sold, and we did not get any 
pnze-money for this war. 


LASSULCAUM. 

Oathemoroingof the 8th of October, when we marched 
against Chandore, the 2nd battalion of the 7th regiment of 
Native infantry, with two twelve-pounders, under the com- 
mand of Captain John Brown, was sent against a place 
called Lassulgaum, about twelve miles south iiom Chan- 
dore ; where the strength of the place and the number of 
it’s defenders were both entirely conjectural. They marched 
up to the Pettah gate, blew it open, and advanced with 
little opposition, till they gained the*opposite side, where 
there was situated a very compact native Ghume, or 
citadel, with bastions towering over the suburbs; and no 
sooner did they quit the shelter of the houses than they 
were eirposed to so a heavy fire, that Captain Brown and 
lieutenant Purvis were hilled, and Lieutenant Parlby 
wounded ; four artillery-men killed and five wounded, and 
ten Sepoys killed and fifteen wounded ; nhen the rest re- 
treated into the Pettah, and sent for assistance. It bo 
happened, that all the test of the lluropean officers were 
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left ill of the fern in our carap; and wliile the reinforce- 
ment was marching to their relief, the doctor of the corps 
overheard a debate, that might have involved the* most 
serious consequences. Tim Quarter-master^serjeant and 
Serjeant-major were disputing on whom the command of 
the corps would devolve the next morning, in consequence 
of Lieutenant Patlby’swound. The Serjeant-major claimed 
it, as his right, by virtue of hts superior staff-appointment, 
and the Quarter-mastcr-scijeant, as the oldest soldier; 
neither of them considenng, that the Sui^con was a gentle- 
man, and ranked with officers ; nor that there were eighteen 
or twenty Subadars and Jemadars, TCnlive officers, all hold- 
ing commissions from government. The amval of the de- 
tachment the next morning put an end to the debate ; but 
as similar circumstances are occasionally occuiring, the 
proper order of precedence should be positively defined by 
superior authority. In the present uncertainty four claim- 
ants might have preferred their claim>;, wath all appearance 
of reason; the Surgeon, the two Serjeants, and the senior 
Subadar ; all equally entitled to command, or rather, all 
equally unfit for it: though we should naturally give the 
gentleman the preference. I have known many similar 
disputes in the course of my service, and never could get 
a decision, when I have interfered and addressed my su- 
penors. 

The intelligence of the disaster at this place reached 
Colonel Wallace as we were entenng the Pettah gate, in 
consequence of which orders were sent to the camp ; and 
before sunset a party, under the command of Major Sim- 
mons, was ready to niateb. They reached the Pettah of 
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Lassulgaum that night, and next morning at day-break 
commenced to knoqkoff thcdcfenccs ?»ot asoul appeared, 
and It nas doubted whether the garrison remained, or had 
absconded m tlio night. Ito%%cicr, four guns well em- 
ployed m such a situation, soon demolished the parapet 
and faces of the ghurne, tihcn the storming party, under 
Captain J. Ltndsaj of the 11th, blew the gate open and 
entered. No sooner bad a few men got fairly inside, than 
they were assailed by a body of Arabs from withiiv some 
of whom actually forced tbcir way out, but were all killed 
by our gallant comrades Our loss was not sercrc, but 
I did not ascertam particular^. The inliabilanU of the 
Pettali having made no resistance, were left unmolested, 
and the detachment returned to camp on the iOlh 

As Chandore was reckoned the capital of a distnct, the 
strong hill fort of Dhoorp was included in the capitulation , 
and I had therefore the pleasure of taking possession of it, 
in the name of the Peisliwa 

DIIOORP 

This place is situated eighteen miles to the westward 
of Chandore, in the same range of mountains It is cer- 
tainly strong, but not half so high as Chandore , though 
the rocky perpendicular scarp is nearly the same, excepting 
on the eastern face, where three tiers of gateways form the 
only entrance, and embrace a gradual ascent to the sum- 
mit About half way from the gateways to the western 
extremity, there is a natural embrazure, extendmo- con- 
siderably downward, by which it appeared to me, that a 
surprise, with scaling ladders, might be successfully at- 
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tempted, because I did not observe any vsotks near it; the 
whole, as at CUaadorc, being confined to one spot, and 
certainly very well built; tbougli, as 1 was never on the 
opposite side, and had not time to go up into the fort, I 
may be mistaken in it’s bliength. 

The Petlab, a very superior native toivn, is built about 
half way up the lull, and contained many excellent houses, 
with an appearance of comfort and abundance seldom 
met with, at least at that time, in the IMahrattah country. 

On the morning of the 14th of October, accompanied 
by a respeetable servant of the Pevshwa, Monohet Geer 
Gosaie, at the head of three hundred men, two companies 
of Sepoys, and three European officers, I amved and en- 
camped at the foot of the bill; when the said bead man 
sent up a letter, and we proceeded by ourselves to the 
Pettah, where w e were met by all the principal inhabitants, 
who saluted and escorted us into the Cutcherry, in which we 
irere detamed nearly three hours, waiting the arrival of the 
Khelladar from the fort, according to previous agreement. 
At length, at one o’cloch, P.M , he made his appearance, 
with a few of his men, when we met him part of the way, 
and salutes having passed, conducted him into the Cut- 
cherry, He seemed a sensible man, and we conversed 
together for about an hour, when all matters being amica- 
bly arranged, the garrison marched out, and we took pos- 
session, Finding eleven pieces of ordnance in the Pettah, 
we fired a salute with them, to apprise our fnends m camp 
of our success ; and the Peishwa’s men ascending to the 
fort, We descended to our camp, and marching next morn- 
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mg, returned by a nearer road to Chandorc, making llie 
distance only fifteen miles and a half. 

The heavy ram which dclained ua two dajs longer in 
this position, having cleared up a httle, on the l7th we 
made a march of ten miles, when, passing the Pettah and 
lull of Chandore, we descended n ghaut about three miles 
further This we found practicable for guns, tliough it 
had no space on either side for baggage , the unfortunate 
result of which, \\ ns, that when wc were encamped m a 
low jungle about three miles from the foot of the Pass, 
and north-cast-by-east from Chandore, one half of the 
tnaterid of the army had not arrived, even by nine o’clock 
at night Having halted m consequence, the whole of the 
next day was taken up widi the arrival of baggage from 
morning till night, and we expenenced nothing but distress 
and complainings throughout the camp IVe were sur- 
rounded by abundance of game, but the ground was far too 
soft aud 8>vampy for pleasant sporting , hares, hogs, and 
antelopes, were dashing through the camp with dogs and 
men after them, in full cry, but my horses were sore-backed, 
iny cattle dead and dying, all my eervants ill, and want of 
carnage for them and my baggage ^severely felt My guns 
were therefore unloaded, and my spears laid by, on the 
spot of all others in which they might have been well em- 
ployed, and assuredly would have been so, under any 
other circumstances 

October the I9th, we marched fourteen miles over a wild 
country covered with long grass and bushes, and full of 
game, crossed the Gecmab, a large and deep nver, and 
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encamped on the north bank near the a jUage of Angatc 
This Mas a ■> cr) hot and clear da^, without a cloud to be 
seen from sunnsc till sunset, and many of our poor fellous 
%vere consequently left behind on the road, uhere, ex- 
hausted by the prevailing fever, they sank down, nithout 
an effort to preserve Ihemsdvcs, and seemed to court death 
as a fnend, who would at once relieve them from sufferings 
they wanted fortitude to hear 

On the 20th wc moved ten miles on soft cotton 
ground, full of ravines, and covered with bashes and 
thorns, crossed another branch of the Jeernah, and en- 
camped in grass and soft ground, near the villages of 
of Cashtee and Dablee We had this da) both beat and 
cold in extremes, mth a heavy dew at night 

On the 21st, after passing through tuo hills, at the 
eastern extremity of a range, wc encamped withm three 
miles of the Fort of Galnah, the valley being extremely 
uneven, and coveied with bashes Tins march was about 
twelve miles and a half, and we had a clear view of this 
hiU fort on the south side 

GMJNXII 

Few places have a more imposing appearance from a dis 
tance than Galnah, particularly on the northein side the 
Vettab being situated at the foot of the hill, and joined to 
It by a wall, commanded by the upper works It is not 
very high, but standing on an uncommon rock, rising 
about SIS hundred feet from the plain, with most substan- 
tial fortifications all round, eien where the cliff is perpen 
diculai. It is both strong and extensive There are several 
vou l Q o 
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worlds on the Pettah side, through nhich is the only gate- 
way, mth stone steps leading up to it, and some also on 
the eastern face, to counteract the effects of a small hill, 
not above half it s height, and joined to it s base in that 
direction The ascent is every where steep and difficult, 
and the walls iincommonly strong , but there is a large 
smooth space on the summit, about five hundred yards 
long, nearly four hundred broad, and at least one hundred 
feet above the upper walls, which ought to have been for 
tified to complete it s defences , for with a good ditch, not 
being visible within breaching distance, m any direction 
from below, it would be impregnable The Pettah con 
tamed many good bouses with flat terraced roofs, which 
rendered them tenable when we had obtained possession , 
and the fort had a Kbelladars house o Mosque cutcherrj* 
8\.c , all excellent buddings 

On the morning of the 22od of October, Lieutenant 
Colonel Coleman, with one hundred men of the 7‘lth re- 
giment, one hundred men of the 94tli, the 1st battalion of 
the 3rd, and 1st battalion of the lUh regiments was 
ordered to storm the Pettah and approaches M e marched 
at three, A M and when wcamied near the small eastern 
hill, he was kind enough to nominate rac to command a 
party of fifty Puropeans and two Native light companies, 
to climb and take possession of this post as we supposed 
It to be On reaching the summit the da} broke and we 
then found ourseUcs in an evccllent position to annoy the 
enemj, of whom none had been there, nor wns it fortified 
The shot from our musquetrj, therefore kept them well 
cmplojcd nil da}, and served as a diversion from the 
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Tettah, «hic!i Colonel Coleman entered about da\li^Ut, 
with little opposition Allbongh ne bad a clear mc" of 
all the eastern face of the hill, jel our position ^^as useless 
after the first daj , bccawsc, independent of the extreme 
difficulty of dragging a gun up such a steep and rugged 
ascent, the upper isall could not Imc been breached from 
it, and there \%as no possibditj of adiancing to a storm in 
that direction It was, however, easj to find spots on the 
plain for a breaching batterj, and one was erected at a 
short distance west of the Pettah, where the mil came 
down to about four hundred feet, and our small pc»l was 
not occupied again, though the Pettah continued to be so , 
and as the camp was at such a distance on the other sido 
of the hill, it.became the head quarters of the troops on 
duty The enemy were not idle all this lime, but fired 
a great deal, patticularly musquelrj, and they really 
appeared good marksmen, though their guns, when we 
got of bttle v.w\l Cor tUoy could wot depress 

them sufficient!), and the ground not having been cleared 
of low jungle, and being m high cultivation, afforded con- 
siderable shelter to those approaching from a distance In 
short, the garnson, though brave men, and good shots, 
were not soldiers Our battenes of eight guns, opened 
on the morning of the 24th, and plaved all day on two 
spots m the north western face of the wall, the one a 
salient and prominent part, and the other a rc enteniig 
angle In the latter a breach was effected by sun set, but 
the other resisted the shot so completely, that the artillery 
were compelled to take a new object for the next day 
Being m the trendies this evening, iL was proposed that 
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two men should climb up and examine the breaches, for 
which duty, tno artillery-men having volunteered, they set 
out about seven o’clock, followed at a short distance by 
Captain Fisher, of the Bombay artillery, and two more of 
his men, who were also again supported by a strong party 
at the base of the hill The night proved so extremely 
dark, that they actually reached both breaches without 
discovery , the one to the right, at the re-entenng angle, 
being, however, much more exposed than his comrade, 
was suddenly fired at by two sentries, with such good aim, 
that both balls entered his body, and he rolled down to the 
very spot where Captain Fisher and the other two were 
watching below, who, also immediately took to the rolling 
system, and all four soon reached the spot where I was 
standing, much bruised, and their bodies stuck full of 
thorns We waited some time for the other man, and tlien 
returned to the balteiy , whilst the enemy kept up a con- 
stant fire from every part of the works, and threw large 
stones over, which thundered down to the bottom, any one 
of which would have killed oar rolling adventurers They 
also burned blue lights, and set off rockets, &c , and had 
we known of the safety of our missing volunteer, it would 
have been one of the roost entertaining and interesting 
sights I had ever beheld As it was, being resolved to 
avenge the supposed death of our comrade, we fired grape 
at both breaches, from the eight battering guns, until the 
enemy having, as I suspect, expended all their ammuni- 
tion, a cessation followed, with a stillness far more awful 
than the loudest thunder of their artillery Our bruised 
and vounded lolunteer was carried to the hospital, and, I 



1804] 


J LUlNUOt-SCt** 


231 


am happy to add, t\as not mortally wounded Wc had a 
good deal of amusement in picking the thorns out of 
Captain Fisher’s hodj for some time afterwards, and were 
not a Utile pleased to see our second adventurer suddenly 
arrive at the battery about day break, with a whole skin, 
when his account of his night’s cnlcrpnse was most 
eagerly listened to by all of us Uc had reached the foot 
of the left breach, if it could be so called, at the moment 
the firing commenced at tlic other, and taking warning 
early, crept under a large hollow rock below it, where he 
has perfectly secure from above, and heard the rocky 
fragments rolling by, and bullets whistling over him from 
the breach without much uneasiness, but when our guns 
began to salute him with grape from below, hts situation 
was not exactly a bed of roses He, however, escaped by 
good fortune, and was most thankful when we ceased firing 
He described the breach as totally impracticable, and so it 
rtally was, and our guns, therefore, opened the next morn- 
ing on a new spot, and played till eleven o dock , when 
both being reported assailable, the two storming parties 
were prepared, and I was relieved from the trenches, to 
lead my own company The grenadiers were to scale the 
ngbt, and the light Infantry the left, all under Colonel 
Coleman , and we were just starting to get a few broken 
heads, when the Khelladar s heart beginning to melt, he 
hung out flags of truce, and sent down a respectable look- 
ing man with three attendants, to request a cessation of 
two hours, when they would either evacuate the place, or 
we should commence again At the conclusion of this 
short truce the batteries ve opened with fresh vigour, and 
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poured m a dreadful fire at both breaches , which being 
a hint they could not mistake, their messenger, therefore, 
very speedily returned, bringing two hostages with him, 
and a promise to surrender the lower gate at gun firing 
next morning This was a yety hot and trying day, with- 
out a cloud in the whole firmament , and the flank com- 
pames of our army, after being exposed to the influence 
of a burning sun, had subsequently to feel the extreme of 
a very cold and dewy night, during which we lay on our 
arms, ready to advance at a moment’s warning The 
dawn of the 26th, however, witnessed the Khelladar coming 
down with hts garrison, and our taking quiet possession 
of the outer gate, m the guard room of which Colonel 
Coleman received him, in presence of a number of 
officers and we conversed, and drank tea and coflee 
together, while his troops were marching out Balam 
Ehai, a respectable Syed, seemed a well informed man, and 
conversed with great ease on various subjects He said he 
was fully assured of our ultimate success , as " he knew 
the English earned every thing before them but thought 
we must have lost a number of men, as the breaches w ei e 
extremely steep, and they were well prepared with stones 
to roll down on the stormiog parties lie acknowledged 
two men killed, and a number wounded particularly from 
the small hill the first day His garrison earned 00" every 
thing of value with them, and wc assisted him with four 
camels and two carts, to remoie whatever he pleased for 
which he appeared extremely grateful IIis troops con 
stated of one hundred Arabs only, the remainder being 
Aloormcnnndi^Iahnittalis annul with match locks, swonU 



nUMlNlSCENCE's 


233 


1804] 


and dag^rs Wc found nc'jrly one hundred ^ns nntl 
swivels mounted on the vorks, about one hundred thou- 
sand seers of Tice, and other gram, but no valuables a 
tinrabec of black-faced monkics, TCraarkably tame , many 
springs and stone tanks, and the buildings I have already 
enumerated Our loss, during this short siege, nasonly 
one man killed and ten wounded , but several of us had 
narroiY escapes, as the marksmen hit Colonel Coleman, 
the indefatigable Johnson, one or two other officers, and 
myself, nithout any serious injury Major Leonard, of 
the 5th cavalrv, coming donn, an amateur, to the battery, 
nas also knocked over, and his palanquin broken by a 
cannon shot On this same day, nhile 1 was othcnvise 
employed I had informed I leutenant Bryant, the hero of 
Kurjet Koriagaum, that there nere pea foul a short 
distance off, when he sallied out and brought home a 
grass cutter, whom he had taken for a peacock, hearing a 
rustling behind a bush, and mistaking her blue cloth for 
feathers, he fired, and shot her dead I must do him the 
justice houever to stale that he u as greatly distressed , 
and not only brought her corpse back in his arms, paid 
for her inlermenl, and gave her family a handsome present, 
hut actually came to deliver himself up to me, bein^ Jud"e 
Advocate of the force, as the only legal practitioner in the 
camp 

Our array now moved ground to the Peltah side of the 
hill, and uhile the Pioneetu were employed m making a 
road for our battering guns, wc had time to visit all three 
breaches only one of which could we ascend, even by 
a sistmg each other, so that liad we reached its foot. 
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with an intention of entering, we must have requested the 
garrison to help us up with ropes, and fight us aftemards. 

The breaches being repaired, and Major Simmons, with 
the 11th Native infantry, left in Galnah, with all the sick 
officers and men, we marched on the 3rd of November, 
leaving also the heavy guns and stores behind. In two 
days we reached the river Paunjur, and keeping on it’s 
banks, had arrived at CoivtuUah, near Soneg^er, a distance 
of forty miles from Oalnab, when Colonel Wallace, re- 
quested me, though one of his staff, to take charge of a 
detachment of Native horse and foot, and find my way to 
Surat for supplies; and as Ivtas the first European who 
ever went this, then unknown route, I shall give extracts 
of every day’s march. 

On the I3th of Novembdr 1 left the army, and proceeded 
to Neemkbaira, about ten nules distance, an old village, 
full of high grass and scattered bushes, on the bank of the 
Paunjur. 

On the 14tb we had a long and tedious march, of six- 
teen miles, to Koosumbah, on the same river. This, now 
nearly deserted place, has two walls and a citadel ; the 
Space between the walls is capable of containing a camp of 
three or four corps, and there are several good buildings 
within the second. There is also much deep jungle, with 
long grass, and high trees on the banks, which arc full of 
tigers, antelopes, hares, hogs, pea-fonl, &c. 

On the 16th we reached Nwre, a large inhabited village, 

BIX miles further, and encamped in a tope, to the westward 
of it. 

Our route on the Ifitb, lay through a wild uneven 
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country; we crossed the nver, a branch of the Kaum 
Paunjur, and encamped at Saukey, a walled village, with 
an excellent mud ghurry, about Bixtcen miles distant. The 
ghuTiy would make acapital post for one or two hundred 
men ; and on the opposite bank is another village, called 
Banmab 

On the 17th, we found the country much more open 
than formerly, with small hills on either side, varying the 
prospect. After a pleasant march of fourteen miles and a 
half, we encamped in a tope, opposite Peepulnaur, a large 
fortified village, on the nghtbank of the Paunjnr, with a 
\ery high ghurry on the western side of it, and a tope, and 
cultivated fields to the southward This was by far the 
most flounshmg place I had seen on the march , and yet, 
two-thirds of it’s houses were uninhabited, so dreadful had 
been the ravages of war and famine 

November the I8th, on an extremely cold morning, we 
passed over a most romantic and beautiful country, con- 
sisting of small Tallies and low picturesque hills, covered 
with trees and bushes The Paunjur, now considerably 
reduced in size, marking it’s serpentine course by fine 
topes and lovely verdure, as it wound through the vaJlies or 
passed by the bases of the hills , the toad, though pretty 
fair generally, being occasionally intersected by deep 
nullahs and ravines We encamped near the insignificant 
village of Barsah, or Warsah, on the hank of the Paunjur , 
1 believe about four miles from it’s source, and ten miles 
from our last ground Of some extraordinary looking hills 
in a mnge to the southward, I remember only Emaumghur 
and Pissool, two strong hiU-forts, nearly opposite yester- 
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day’s march, and Ruttunghur, peeping over the range 
to-daj , apparently a Gibraltar Tliere w ere, hoivevcr, also 
two other cunous looking rocks near our present ground, 
called SjndurBowaunee, with small temples on the sum- 
mits, and said to be the source of the Paunjur 
On the 19th, we descended a small rugged ghaut, by a 
bad road, about eight miles long, through high grass and 
large teak and baman trees, and encamped near a small 
nullah and two miserable tappall huts m the jungle, where 
we could obtain nothing but water 

At day light on the 20lh, wc again proceeded through 
teak and banian forests, up and down hills, through rallies 
covered with high grass and tall rceds, and, at the end 
of a fourteen miles march, encamped under the spreading 
branches of an immense banian tree, called Chimaire, 
without a vestige of any human habitation near it Being 
anxious to take some bearings from a rising ground m our 
neighbourhood, I endeavoured to force my way through 
the grass and reeds but could not effect it, and was very 
glad to find -my road back again To ascertain tlie height 
of the grass, I held up my gun at arm s length, and could 
then perceive it some feet above the muzzle The teak 
trees were also extremely laige, and fit for the finest tmi 
her , and, on the whole, we were so incommoded by wood 
the whole way, that I could not help drawing a com- 
parison between these wilds and the country round Poonah, 
where I used to pay one rupee for a mere handfull of 
dry straw for tny camels, and good fire-wood was worth 
jieaily it’s weight m siher Here we were encumbered by 
wild grass and the finest trees, subject to destruction onlj 
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m the drj' season, from tlieir oiini colhsion, and the \ntense 
heat of the sun ForlacV of better emplojment, I amused 
mj’self in endeavouring to calculate the value of each square 
mile of encumbrance in this part of the Peislma’s do- 
minions, nhere they serve only to shelter beasts of prey and 
robbers, both alike inimical to the enterprising merchant 
and the peaceful traveller 

On the 2lst, our march was through similar country and 
difficulUes, with the addition of a ghaut to descend , but 
the wild beauty of the whole, paiticularly the scenery m 
the ghaut, made amends for the time we took, to reach a 
nullah, and the village of Shaderw61e, at ten miles dis- 
tance Here we encamped under a few umbrageous trees, 
and were perfectly astonished at the abundance and 
cheapness of gram of all sorts, and indeed every article of 
provisions The high state of cultivation all lound was 
another «ource of admiration, after being so long con- 
demned to witness the barren and dreary aspect of the 
Mabrattali plains 


ATtlAWEES'i COUNTRY 

The first two miles of our march, on the 22nd, was on a 
good toad, and through a cultivated country, but from 
thence to Bunder Parih, eight miles further, by a very- 
narrow winding pathway, in deep jungle, over nullahs, and 
small hills , and the hst nine miles, on a beautiful hiirh 
road, m open country This being a very long and fa- 
tiguing march, ue rested for two hours at the first village, 
and did not reach our ground near B6ar&h, until late in 
the day , where we encamped on the bank of a large lake. 
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covered wjtli game. This is a large and respectable vil- 
lage, full of inlmbitants, and having tno neat and ^vell 
built forts, at a short distance from it the smallest gar- 
nsonetl b> one hundred Domba^ Scpojs, svilh the Gmck- 
svnurs flag flying, and the other, sMih the same colours, 
filled svith his own peons, or foot soldiers of the country, 
and, though much larger, not so strong 

Having made my arrangements for the comfort of my 
detachment in tins strange country, where, howescr, every 
body was kind and civil. I mounted my horse at eleven 
o’clock. A M , on the 24tb, and reachnl Banloleo Cusbah, 
abont twenty miles distant, at six in the evening This 
place belongs to tlio Company, and is a handsome vil- 
lage, with some bazars, and other good buddings m it 
llaiang no one with mo but my horse keeper, 1 put up 
for the night m an upstair house, where I rtceivcd great 
kindness from a Parsec manager, who gave me a meal 
and something to sleep upon, and at half past three o'clock 
the next morning proceed to Surat costlc, twenty-one miles 
distant sphere I arrived about ten, and immediately re- 
ceived an invitation from Mr N Crow, ihe Chief, to go and 
live with him in the town 

SURAT 

The perusal of Eastern history, and more particularly 
of the Arabian Nights Tales, had made me very desirous 
to visit this famous town and I was therefore pleased to 
find it’s extent and magnificence had not been much ex- 
aggerated Delightfully situated on the southern bank of 
the Tuptee, or Tapty, as the English call it, about sixteen 






nEMINISCnUCFS. 


239 


18(M.] 


miles from it’s mouth, the intcriorj in it’s present state, Is 
about five miles in circumference, with a wall entirely round 
it, and an outer wall, twice as extensive, still standing in 
a'diUpidatcd slate, with less respectable habitations be- 
tween them. The inner town is one of the largest and 
most opulent I have seen in India: it contains many ca- 
pital dwelling-houses, both European and native ; a 
famous bazar, uncommonly well stocked, with ever}’ arti- 
cle of use and luvury; and being washed by the river, 
for perhaps two miles, tlie houses on that face are remark- 
ably pleasant, airy, and cheerful, commanding a prospect, 
as novel as it is enchanting. In the foreground, numerous 
vessels ate constantly gliding up and down the nver ; nch 
green and jellow fields of paddy are close to the water’s 
' edge m the middle ; whilst gardens, topes, ond forests 
form a termination to the prospect, which renders it the 
Italy of the East; though, unhappily, it is extremely un- 
healthy. The population is estimated at four hundred 
ihcmsand souls, of whom neatly fifty thousand are Par- 
sees, who are the principal artisans ; carpenters, joiners, 
goldsmiths, braziers, blacksmiths, turners, ^.c. ; it was 
quite a treat to me, to see them at woik, with European 
tools and m an European manner, and really they w ere 
remarkably moderate m their charges * a turner, for in- 
ttaTioo, made me a handsome set of worv ehess-taen for 
file rupees, and a flute, of the same matenals, for two. 
The finest vegetables m the East grow in luxuriant abun- 
dance in this neighbourhood, including uncommonly good 
potatoes; and they furnish the Bombay market very largely 
from then «superflmly ; since, though the distance is about 
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two huiulml miles, the %oy*i"c jh gciicrall) ver} sliort To 
looV for nguhntj or s^mmetr}, in nny Indian town, would 
be m ^ am , and Surat has this blemish, perhaps, more than 
an^ other pheo of an} importance, from it’s inothy popvh 
tjon, com[>osed not only of people of all nations, but also 
of all ranks , from the Prince to tJie Ilntikpcize, or sweeper 
The strcctsarc narrow, andthc houses almost meet each other 
o\cr them, forming a kind of colonnade for foot passengers 
Thenacr is navigable for small vessels, for some miles 
above the place, and I believe for boats up to Bfirah 
The castle isalwut a mile to the eastward of the to«ai, and 
13 a very neat little forlidcation, with high walls and 
round towers at the angles, each harmg two tier of ports 
for embrasures, and mounting about sixt) pieces of cannon, 
some of which are even thirtj two pounders though there* 

IS not room to work one half of them There are two ca 
pital buildings in two of the bastions, the Commandants 
and Fort adjutant s , it is also washed by the Tuptee, and 
the Tievv from it, excels any from any part of the town 
Over the gate is an macription in Peistan, intimating that 
this IS tlie fte plus ultra for Europeans m the East The 
European inhabitants at this time, were Sir N Crow 
Magistrate and Agent ibr the Governor General a title 
substituted by the hlarquess Wellesley for Chief, Mr 
Bird Collector Sir Brown Commercial Resident Mr 
Sparrow, Assistant Collector, Mr Jvison, and Mr Crozier 
of the Cml Service, Colond Reynolds Surveyor General 
Colonel Anderson commanding the troops , Captain 
Hardin'' commanding the Caslie and Captain Sefoo 
Superintendent of Supplies Colonel Anderson had a corps 
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under him, called the Gtli regiment, one thousand 6 j\ 
hundred strong, with bQl\crj few European officers, all 
being then sick in quarters The medical gentlemen were 
Messrs Poujet and M'Kenzie 

Mr Crow’s house was a delightful, roomj, and well 
famished budding, near the river’s side , and the owner, 
one of the kindest and most hospitable of men Being 
also a capital native scholar, and a man of general inform 
ation, It was a real treat to spend a few dajs in his com- 
pany, and I had also the extraordinary gratification of 
witnessing a scene m hts house, which made a lasting im- 
pression on me 

An American ship had amred there a few days before, 
the Captain of which, on landing, had given his writing 
box into the hands of a respectable looking man on the 
shore, and proceeded himself to the place he was to reside 
in On his amml he looked in vain for his box, which 
had entirely disappeared, and being a perfect stringer, 
could not trace the individual into whose custody he had 
delivered it He went to Mr Crow, and, stating liis loss to 
be verj heavy, requested his interference to recover it, 
and as he appeared to be greatly affected, Mr C judged 
that It must be of consequence He, therefore, published 
a notification, that such a box had been handed to some 
person who had fail^ to carry it to the Captain s house , 
that It contained papers which could be of no value to any 
one else, and tliat the Police were prepared to trace it, and 
punish the offender, but that if the box were lodged in a 
certain spot mthin three dajs no further enquiry should 
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take place, and llie Slagwtnte promised foi^ivencss to the 
offender , 

The third day after this publication, while wc were 
sitting at dinner, a small morocco trunk was brought in 
bj oneofSfr Crow’s peons, I was then perfectly ignorant 
ofthe whole occurrence, when shortly afterwards, a gentle- 
man being announced, after compliments Ind passed, 
and he was seated at table, 3Ir Crow told him, he had 
been fortunate enough to recover lus box for him JTever 
shall I forget the strong exhibition of feeling which this 
poor mans countenance presented at these words He 
clasped his hands together, and told Mr C " he had 
saved him from utter ruin and despair , and that it never 
could be m lus power to express the gratitude he felL 
Mr Crow interrupting bun, advised his opening of the 
box, to ascertain that all was right within He did so 
with a trcmbliog liand, and the first thing which attracted 
my attention, was a bundle of papers, which, holding up, 
he declared to be those of his ship, and assured IMr Crow 
that he bad saved his life “ for that, in despair, he had, 
four hours before, resolved to shoot hunself for four days 
he had not touched a morsel of food, and intended to have 
blown his brams out that very ni^t’ ’ “Albeit, unused 
to the melting mood, I could have cned for joy He 
said, he never could have shewn his face again m America, 
and the first Huglish ship he had met would have made a 
lawful pnze of hig vessel and cargo I now for the first 
time fully understood the whole, as I have here stated it 
Mr Crow telling him, that on bis account, he had resolved 
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to suffer the culpnts to escape onpuTiisbed, and in conse- 
quence of the effectual measures he had pursued, the box 
was restored, without tracing the thieves. This poor man 
had not strength of mind to bear up against unmerited 
misfortunes and disgrace, and to avoid a lesser evil, was 
about to have committed saicidc, and to have rushed un- 
called into the presence of his Maker • 

A large rivcs-couit had been erected outside, and 
public baths within the town, at the former of which we 
generally assembled to playevery evening, and almost every 
genUetnan's house contained a Billiard table One of the 
greatest treats, however, which I enjoyed at Surat, was the 
acquaintance of Colonel Beynolds, the Surveyor-general, 
who lived m a garden-house some distance from the town , 
and as he has since, together with my amiable host, 
quitted this world for a better, I may venture to express 
the opimott I then formed, without the feat of hurting his 
delicacy. A soldier of thirty-three years’ service in the 
East, he had suffered much from fever, and jet appeared a 
hale young man , such is one of the advantages of tem- 
perance With a fine manly person and genteel address, 
he possessed more knoivledgc of the country than any man 
I have ever conversed with m India, and in his hall I had 
tliG gratification of crawbn^ oucr a. taip, faucteetu feet Vaws 
and ten broad , to do which, without injury to a pro* 
duction intended to be presented to the Court of Directors, 
he furnished me with silk stockings for hands and feet, 
and cased in these I moved about at pleasure, stopping at 
particular spots for information, which was immediately 
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Bucli IS Sunt, and m it I inhaled the genn of tliat disease 
^\hich was to embitter, with Bcicrc illness, several years of 
my after-Ufe 

Talking leave of my Vind host, I returned to my own 
party at Bi. vr lU , and tlicre, on the 14th of December, met 
my old friend, 1 leulenant Egan, who had done duty with 
oar corps nil the first Mahratlah war, and who was now Fort- 
adjutant of Sunt, returning from our army, m charge of a 
convoy , and Uavmg several sick oflicets with him, going 
to Surat for health * They had followed our route, through 
the SUaderw do Ghaut, and therefore had no difficulties 
our party having cleared, as they came along not only the 
toad, but also encamping ground at each stage Being 
desired to suivcy another Passmore to the northward, and 
having got a remforcement of one hundred men from 
Colonel Anderson, I set out, on the ICth of Dccmber, with 
tao hundred Sepoys under Native officers, and the two 
hundred Native horse, in charge of a convoy of one liun 
dred and thiity five carts, and seven thousand bullocks, 
laden with stoics and provisions for our army, exclusive 
of a great variety of private supplies for the camp 

SO\NCiIUK 

We reached Soanghur, a distance of twelve imlcs ami 
a half, at eleven, A M , and encamped near a small nullah 
to the eastward of the town The fort is situated on a 
rugged hiU, about five hundred feet high, and tolerably 
steep one half of the brow of which was still covered 
with deep jungk composed of large trees and underwood, 
111 which there wCrc five tigcn> known to reside, and two 
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Iiad been shot by Lieutenant Bond, then in command of 
tho place, Mith a company of Bombay Sepoys It had a 
Mall all round the summit, tvith tower bastions, and a 
citadel ot the foot of the most accessible part , every bt^tion 
being casemated nith tno or three tiers of guns Still 
It IS not a place of any etrcngtli, and therefore Lieutenant 
Bond, and another young odicer, who defended it sac^ 
cessfully against an army of HolLar’s, nitli only tivo 
hundred Bombay Scpo)s, desened the greater credit, 
since the enemy eien got possession of an angular bastion 
on the summit, and were fairly beaten out again by this 
gallant little band This occurrence tooL place only e 
few months before I arrived in tbeAtbauee^, and the 
other o0icer, with half the men, bad been recalled to Surat, 
after the retreat of the enemy The Pettab is joined to the 
citadel, and though extensive, is an ill built place, but had 
a good bazar m which all Linds of gram and provisions 
were selling at moderate prices The upper fort being 
reckoned unhealthy, Lieutenant Bond resided m the cita- 
del, and had a very comfortable habitation but no society 
Our rear guard did not arrive with a part of the convoy tiU 
noon the nest day, which forced me to halt, when, in con 
sequence of the reports of the nigged state of the Khoon 
dabaree Ghaut, arrangeroeDts were made to send half our 
patty with the carts round by Nunderbar, and the bullock 
loads only to accompany us through that Pass An 
attack of the Athaweesy, or Surat fever, at this place, 
rendered me httle able to make remarks on the rest of the 
march though a naturally strong constitution pronden 
tially enabled me to struggle through it 
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On the 18th of December we proceeded through a ^ery 
stony, une> cn jungle, and encamped at Annutpoor, a small 
deserted vdlage, and brick ghuny, or citadel, with two 
small streams m front and rear; the distance being eight 
miles 

On the 19th, we contrived with difTiculty to reach 
Nowapoora, an old ghurryand vdlagc, nearly destroyed; 
and though the distance was not more than five miles, 
se>ei 'll bandies broke down, on our journey. 

December 20th — The road, though it lay through jungle, 
was good, and we got on well to the neighbourhood of 
Ecsutbaceo, fornietly a very large and populous town, with 
a deep ditch, which had been destroyed by Teghee Cawn, 
three years before, the distance rvas twelve miles and a 
half, and we passed a castle on a hill, called Aldonie, about 
two miles to the right, also deserted Here the two roads 
separated, and one half of our escort went each way, as I 
before mentioned 


SERAI 

On the 22nd of December we arnved at Serai, eight 
miles distant, and ill as I then was, as a part of my mission 
was to meet and conciliate the Bheel chief, Ttghee Cawn, 
in order to secure our supplies from future molestation I 
invited him to come out to my tent, which he did accor- 
dingly, accompanied by his brother, Anwar Caw-n, and two 
nephews on horseback, with two hundred armed men, 
much Bupenor m appearance to the generality of Bheels 
We saluted one anothermthe eastern style, I then pre- 
sented the letter, with which I had been entrusted, ex- 
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tioned Mr Dancan, for many years Governor of tint 
Presidency, I shall here give an account of my first intro 
duction to that gentleman On the morning of the 15th 
I «cnt to the Government house m the fort, to breakfast, 
where I arrived early, and found mj self alone in the front 
veranda of a saloon, m which a tabic was laid out for a 
large party After a short time an oRicer m an Aid-dc 
camp 8 uniform, arrived we bowed to each other, without 
evchanging names and while conversing on the weather, 
a middle aged man, with white sdk stockings, coloured 
breeches, a brown coat, aud his hair powdered and dressed 
in the fashion of 1780, came in, and walked directly 
up to mo, the Aid-<lc camp calling out “ Good morning, 
Sir 'NVe exchanged salutes and entered into converse 
ation immediately, and mistaking him for a foreigner, and 
the Governor s Secretary, I set to work to inform him, os 
1 supposed, OR Indian subjects I was not less astonished 
at his flashes of intellect, than at Ins excellent English , 
hut never for a moment suspected 1 could have made any 
mistake as to his identity other people came in, and if 
any of them made a particularly civil bow I concluded he 
was paying court to the Secretary At length breakfast 
was announced and ray agreeable companion whose con 
\er<5ation I had monopolised the whole time he had been 
in the room now turned about and told me to come and 
8it by him All eyes were fixed on us at the moment, 
and I then discovered that I had been making free with 
the Governor To have apologised, would have been only 
making matters worse and Mr Duncan was too kind a 
maw to shew anj surprise or displeasure but talked on 
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ns ifnotlung Iiad happened out of the ordinary ^vay. Tins 
encouraged me to put forth the little I knew mth con- 
fidence, and I ne>cr passed a more ngrccablc hour than 
during this repast. If some of the great men I haTC 
knoiN n in the I^st. had but posscssetl the condescension 
of this tnil) csiimaUe statesman, how much real respect 
should ha>c been added to that which they claimed as a 
due from eserj one who approached them. If I acre to 
hfc a thousand jears, I never could forget the impression 
made on mj mind at this intemcu ; for Afr. I>uncan was 
not onl} a kind-h«irt«l, hbcrol man, but nn etceJlent 
scho)ar} and to ait tn )m company, eicn hr at> bnef a 
space, vras to gain a twelremonth’a knowledge lie kindly 
invited mo to dine with bim at Parell that evening; but 
Ofl 1 was to start for Panwcli about his dinner time, I 
excused myself, and saw him no more. 


I-OONAll 

My horses ond baggage having been removed from the 
Surat boat, to one of the river rafts, in Bombay harbour, I 
embarked m the evening, and nrnved at Panwell early 
next morning, where, after breakfasting with Captain 
RlUchell, the Commandant, I mounted my horse and rode 
on with httle intemussion all day and night, reaching my 
own house jn the Sungam at half-past eleven next day, a 
distance of seventy-three miles, and up a steep ghaut, in 
little more than twenty-four hours The poor horse was 
certainly knocked up, and could not even strike up a 
canter when we arrived m sight of home Two days 
afterwards my other horse, and two horse-keepers amved , 
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and in fi\e da)s more, ray servants and ba^ago I 
found Colonel Wallace and staff at Poonah , and here 
ends our second Mabrattah campaign, m which ue gained 
little honour, less profit, and many of us a fc\cr, the 
effects of nhich, in my own case, lasted for nearly tnelve 
jears 

My corps arriving at Poonali on the 15lh of May, this 
jear, I obtained the command of it , which I continued to 
hold with my staff appointment till the end of December, 
when I relinquished the latter to return with my regiment 
to the Carnatic I shall, however, not trouble the reader 
by detailing any particulars of our monotonous route, but 
only extract such parts of my Journal as appear likely to 
prove interesting 

On the 8th of January, 1806, we arrived and encamped 
near the fort of Goregerry, in the Mabrattab country, and 
one hundred and ninety six miles distant from Poonah 
This place situated on the south bank of the Gutpurba, 
was commanded by Captain Wakefield, with a company of 
the 14th regiment of Native infantry , and being only 
about SIX miles from the celebrated falls of Gokauk, I 
halted to allow all my comrades to view so uncommon 
a sight 


CASC\DE OF GOKAUK 

The Gutpurba, winch is a very fine river, takes it*s rise 
among the hills, about forty miles to the northward of 
Belgauai, and winding, with httle interruption, in an 
easterly direction, arrives at a stony spot called Cunoor, 
where, passing over a rocky bed, it descends, about a mile 
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further o», with a tremendous spnng, over a very uide 
spreading perpendicular precipice, at least two hundred 
feet high The scenery of this fall has more of the su- 
blime than beautiful m it, as there is a total absence of the 
luxunant verdure and picturesque trees, with which the 
Cascades of Papanassum and Courtallum, See are luvu- 
nantly adorned In the dry season one or more small 
streams rush over from the middle, but when the river is 
swollen by rams, it most be one foaming stream, of a 
quarter of a mile in breadth Near the head of this cataract 
there are some rums of temples, built of stone, and one 
very good one, close to the edge, in which gentlemen who 
go to see the fall generally put up for the day, though it 
ivould not be advisable to steep tlicrc A very strong Pass 
commences near the top of the cascade, and winds donn 
close to it, all the way to the sand} plain below , m which the 
river quietly proceeds, aud is joined by the hlarcundah, a 
stream which has it’s rise in the hills, about thirty niile> to 
the north-west of Dclgaum, and, passing by Padshapoor, 
glides between some ivoody lulls close to the Pass, 
and above the town of Gohauk Tlie lull fort of Gokauk, 
whence the cascade tabes it’s name, is situated on the 
plain, tlirec miles htlow it, is lugh, very rugged, and 
woody, but from it’s extreme lUsidubrily, has been long 
abandoned It does not appear to have ever been a strong 
place, tliough the town, about four imJcs from the Pass, 
and fall, is a \ctj fine ont, foH of inhibilanb*, and abound- 
in ■- m all the noces«anes of life, in addition to which it is 
famous all ovir tin. Dooab for it ■ capital gmpcs, which arc 
Milt to an unmmsc distance 
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KOOVDGULL 

Is about cigbt)-four miles south of Gorcgcrry, inti we 
amrcd there on the 17th of Jamiarj, and encamped m a 
tope to the Tight of the toad, opposite the foit, where we 
found the greatest shew of gram and forage we had ever 
seen at any place in the Mahrattnh dominions The tou-n, 
which IS cxtensiTc, was also crowded with inhabitants, 
horses, hullochs, and immense rude carts, cmplojed for 
transporting the com, from the neighbouring fields 
Tliere were also three or four (aiihs, and many deep wells 
about this place, but the water \Ta3 dirty and lU lasted 
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Savfintyre — Uurryfur — I^ke of" finghullj Tallovf, aiul tt i Foumovi 
Ftu/ure — Cu/oW Sta(u£ot ^tungylco— Aunjengoi Daraporam 
to Furope, and return to ^ladeva 

SAT AWOKE 

Ow tho 19th of Januaiy we amved at Savanore, twenty- 
two miles fuither, and found two Native armies encamped 
on cither side of it , ond no sooner was our camp pitched, 
than I received the visits of several Native Chiefs, one of 
whom commanding one of the encampments, requested me 
to move my camp nearer to hig, that he might there- 
by mtimidate his aclversacy, at the same timeoffenng me 
ten thousand rupees, as a temptation to this baseness His 
Ignorance of European feelings would not permit me to 
chastise him for this insult, but I gave him a little more 
insight into the European character before we separated 
An explanation of the cause of these hostile encamp- 
ments, wiU however, give the readei a fair idea of the 
Peishwa’s government One of these contending chief- 
tains, had, a few months before, paid his respects to the 
noble Brahmin, head of this vast empire, and offered him a 
sum of manoy for the government of Savanore His offer 
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being accepted; the deeds were made out m his favour ; 
but as uo man m the Mahratlali kingdom attends to any 
order bj which he would be a loser, unless accompanied b^ 
a force suEDcient to insure obedience, he prepared an 
army for the expulsion of his predecessor He had ami cd, 
and i\as treating accordingly, outside of the walls, when 
another chief having ofTcted the illustrious Bajec Bow a 
larger bnbe, received a fresh sunnud, or deed of instalment, 
assembled a sliU larger force, and following the footsteps 
of the former, had actually oicrtihen him at the seat of 
their intended government, and encamped on the other 
side Here were three competitors for Savanorc, one m 
actual possession of the capital, without the revenues, and 
the other two la abeyance the first having onl) a few 
lukewarm adherents, who were, very probabl) , making their 
own terms for his expulsion , and the other two possessing 
equally legal deeds of investiture, which at the time of our 
anival, they were contesting, by the mouths of old honoj- 
combeA guns and unserviceable rnusquetry The even- 
ing was generally the only time of combat, when they drew 
out their forces, fired a few shot, killed or wounded three 
or four of their myrmidons in sight of the walls, and then 
retreated, as regularly to their respective camps In what 
kind of negociations the intervening lime was spent, I 
know not, but the last purchaser was the man who came 
to me, and finding I was resolved to remain neutral, they 
were all peaceable during the two days we remained near 
them Itv, a small decayed Palace in the fort, resided the 
"Nabob, Dileer "Khaun, 1 tbink was his name, the former 
Sovereign of this principality he was a connexion of 
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Tippoo Sultaun, uml had, during hi^ life, enjoyed a re- 
venue of nine or (en lacs of rupees , now a poor pensioner 
of the 3Iahrattahs,and that pension of /ire thousand rupees 
per annum, seldom or never paid I waited upon him in 
the evening and sent a petition from him to Colonel Close, 
stating all matters as I found them From one of his con 
fidcntial servants I learned that Sir Arthur Wellesley had 
given him four thousand rupees, when he passed that way 
a few months before, and that Mr Strachey, acivilian, had 
also assisted him, hut still his Palace was m rums, and 
himself and family in rags, fine, though they were, a 
species of splendid misery, of which there is alas' in 
finitely too much in the East 

Being a fragment of the Mussulman power, this place 
contained many ruined monuments of it s ancient grandeur, 
and numerous tottering minarets record it s former fame 
There were still two or three good Mosques m it, but the 
few remaining frequenters of them were miserably poor 
Having marched away F never heard how the competitors 
settled matters for the plunder of this devoted country 
Situated as the wretched inhabitants were, it must have 
been a matter of little importance to them w ho succeeded 
for persona] aggrandizement was their only object, and 
not the comfort and happiness of the people over whom 
they were so ambitious to reign 

RANEE BEDNORE, 

Formerly the capital of a kingdom, and situated about 
tiiirty four miles south of Savanorc, we found to be a 
ruined fort of considerable extent, but wthout those 
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Ijcawtics and advantages of situation uehad been led to 
expect; in lieu of ahichjnemetwithafiet of tumblers and 
jugglers’, who exhibited feats uc had never seen so well 
performed, in any part of India. 

On the 23rd of Jannary we tjaltlcd the MabvattaU 
country, and crossing theToombudra river encamped near 
the fort of 


imRRYIlUR. 

This place had been occupied by British troops, from 
the time we entered the Mahrattah empire, to which it 
might be considered the master key; covering a ford on 
the best high road, and thus securing our supplies. U 
is situated on a peninsula, formed by the junction of two 
branches of the nver, which is both broad and deep, 
bnt fordable at times just opposite the fort; of which 
Captain Gibson of the 10th was in command, with a 
company of that corps from ChiUledroog. The fort, 
though built of mud, is a strong cue, and m perfect repair, 
and against any native force it would be impregnable. 
The nails are high, the ditch both broad and deep, and 
the bastions generally la^ and roomy. I cannot, how- 
ever, charge cither Vauban or Cohom wilh having given 
the model, which is perfectly irregular. The town, which 
is extensive, has a broad and well furnished bazar, or 
market in it, and is surrounded by a thorn abbatis, and 
narrow ditch ; being on the whole, considering it’s situa- 
tion, a place of some respectability, tniile marching 
along the north bank before crossing the river in the room- 
ing, w e saw a large flight of Samses, or Demoiselles, on 
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{he southern hank TJns w a rare ami rery wild btrcli of 
enormous dimensions, somewhat resembling a stork. I 
have only met with them in the Slahrattah and Jlj sore 
countries, and that very rarely. They alwajs keep in a 
flock, and, rising gradually, soar ovcrtlie same spot, scream- 
ing like a woman in distress, so as to be heard when out of 
Sight over head The nver being some hundred yards broad, 
I drew up a small party, who, firing by word of command, 
brought down two, outof perhaps fifty or sixty birds The 
difficulty then was to secure them, when Captain Pepper, 
and a llavildar, both grenadiers, volunteered to smm over, 
and strange tosa), the latter would have been droivned, 
but for Uic Captain, who supported Inm m the middle 
of the stream, though the natives, in general, are veiy 
expert swimmers The remains of my fever still hanging 
constantly about me, prevented my accompanying them 
Although struck by a ball, one of the birds made it s escape, 
the other which was brought away and served at dinner, 
was much larger than a turkey, and very good eating it 
proved I acknowledge myself to have incurred deserved 
censure for this achieveisent , and I should never have 
forgiven myself, had any accident liappened tg my friend, 
or his bavildar hut we were all deceived as to the depth of 
the river, and this was, I suppose, the last opportunity we 
should have of obtaining a bud of a species, which, 
though frequently alarming and disturbing our camp, with 
their distressing cnes, had never been shot by any person 
m our army during a three years’ campaign 
At this place, where the two great roads separate, we 
received orders to proceed through the Mysore countiy, to 
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pallamcottah, instead of direct to Bellary, to wliicJi place 
I had been originally ordered, and the arrangements being 
completed, we set forward again on the 26th of January, 
and on the I8th reached the village of Soomlapoom, 
situated on the margin of the Sooliknira lake, a most exten- 
sive and picturesque sheet of water, having numerous 
villages all round it’s banks and margin, with great variety 
of verdure, from fields, trees, hills, ?».c in it’s neighbourhood 
It put me in mind of Swiss scenery, till the heat of the 
sun m our tents dispelled the illusion it is twenty-eight 
miles from Hurryhur and the country round it abounds m 
game of every description 

On the 29th we encamped near the fort of Chandgerry, 
twelve miles further This fort is built on a small eminence 
and hai a dry ditch and bermeall round it, it was tlien 
undergoing repairs, by order of the IMysore minister, the 
great Poorniah , is a good field post, and had several guns 
in it. We also remarked two strong hill forts m a range, 
a few miles to the southward, called Hunnumandrood and 
Tlymaundroog both of which were dismantled 

On the Both we reached Bookamboody, sixteen miles 
onward, in one of the wildest and most romantic spots 
imaginable , indeed the whole country we passed through 
m this march was equally interesting From this place our 
hlu'isulmans, being about half the battalion, obtained leave 
to visit a celebrated Samt, living m a mountain called 
Bibdboodun, about forty miles off, and to join us again m 
three days on the toad 

The next day we made a short march of only seven 
miles, the hTussulmans having set out on their excursion 
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and encamped at Adjumpoor,a fort bmlt of mud and stones, 
ivith round bastions, and trro round cavaliers inside, a 
fine deep and broad ditch all round, and some good low 
buildings ivithm The Pettah was extensive, with a good 
bazar m it , and abundance of game m the vicimty 
On the 2nd of Februirywe reached Tinghully,a distance 
of sixteen miles, and encamped about half a mile from one 
of the most extensive and beautiful lakes m the Peninsula, 
called 


TIVGIWLLY TAbLOUE 

This beautiful sheet of water is not only very large, but 
immensely deep and full of needs, m which were mynads 
of water fowls of every description to be found in India, 
from the wild goose, rather a rare bird, to the cotton*bird 
and diver It had a long and high bank at the lower 
extremity, under which is a marsh, ending in deep jungle 
The inhabitants of the village informing us that there was 
a 1 cry large royal tiger m this jungle, that he had alone 
killed ten men, mauj bullocks, tcc , and that bis relations 
were also extremely troublesome, I determined to form a 
party of volunteer sportsmen, and attack him, or them, the 
next morning We accordingly, actually reached lus den 
by sunnse, and by great good luck, found it empty, with 
tlie exception of some well picked bones, &.c A panther, 
whom wo roused, escaped by passing nght between two 
parties headed fay Captain Pepper and mjself, so that 
neither could fire at him, andne returned home unsuc- 
cessful Not so, however, a patty of one hundred peons, 
who had sunk a pit for the monster, and pifjuelled a sheep 
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at the foot of a sharp nedge of iron, fivcd in the centre, on 
which, m pouncing on his prey, he transfixed himself, and 
they came and shot him m that defenceless position, bring- 
ing him in tnumph, carried on bamboos, with tomtoms 
and coUety horns, attended by all the inhabitants A 
glimpse of him was sufficient to satisfy me that it was just 
as well we did not fill in wth this sovereign of the eastern 
i^oods, in his rude state , as his dimensions, then carefully 
taken, will prove to my readers The circumference of Ins 
head under the jowl was two feet nine inches , the length 
of his body, from head to tail, six feet four inches , his 
beiglit, to tho top of the fore shoulder, four feet , the cir- 
cumference of his body, four feet and though I have 
seen much laiger tigers, I never saw one so clumsily made , 
his paw, on the stretch, actually covering a table plate 
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On the margm of the lake, between us and the water, 
grew some most luxuriant and tempting looking grass, in 
which many of the natives allowed then cattle to graze , 
and our horse keepers also penmtted the grass-cutters to 
give it to the horses, instead of going to a distance, and 
cutting the roots of the delicate pasture, on which they are 
generally fed The consequence of which was, that in one 
night, every horse in our camp was taken jH, and out of 
twenty with the corps, about sixteen died , and the Head 
man of the village, instead of ivarning us beforehand, 
veiy coolly told me that one of our regiments of cavaliy, 
going the same route, had lost ten times as many, for the 
grass was all poisonous near the tank One word would 
have saved all, but he had not the sense, or the humanity 
to utter It I wrote a complaint against him to the Resi- 
dent in Hysoie and was informed that he was disgraced 
for this misconduct , but the past was without remedy 

On the 4th of February our Mussulmans rejoined us 
from Bhbhboodun, distant from Tingbully about twenty 
eight miles They had seen the celebrated Saint and given 
him presents and they told me, that both Scmdia and 
Holkarhad consulted him, and he had dissuaded them from 
the war, because the time of ill fortune to the English was 
not yet come he had m short predicted success to us, till 
the year then commenced, after which there would be groat 
changes m the East This impostor certainly gulled them 
completely and was 1 kcly to have done us a serious in 
jury, had not Providence natcbecl over our safety, and 
prmed him, like his Arabian master, a false Prophet It 
was not without mucli diflicahythatiie got o/T the ground 
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at this place, from the desttuclion of our c'vttlc , since 
there u'as not a man in the corps who had not suffered , 
and our nei.t march, of thirteen miles, to the south of Ba- 
naiarah, might be traced hj casualties on the road 

On the morning of the Clh of February, Captain Pepper 
and myself, uhilc shooting on the flank of our line of 
march, about fifteen miles from our last ground, saw some 
pea fowls in a jungle, with a small hill m the centre I 
tired and killed a cock, but when advancing to secure it, 
saw a large panther running in front of us, towards the 
spot where the bud fell The corps being at a distance, 
and not prepared to dispute with such a beast, we retraced 
our steps slowly and carefully out of tlie jungle, and made 
him a present of our game Wc this day encamped at 
Gundeesy, near a fine tank full of wild ducks, distant about 
twenty miles 

On the 9th wc amied at Kickerre, a distance of thirty 
miles, and encamped near the bank of a fine tank, full of 
game Halting the neat morning, we rode to the foot of a 
rocky hill, distant about eight miles, and climbing up a 
steep ascent, by steps cut or worn in the rock, were de- 
lighted, on arriving at the foot of a atone wall, with two 
or three different gateways, one within another, to behold 
a neat Brahmmy village beneath, wth a very fine stone 
tank enclosed in the centre, matij beautiful Pagodas, 
thoultnes, fvc all hewn out of the solid rock , and a most 
picturesque view of the surrounding country, studded wath 
hills, vilhgcs, and cultivation 
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COLOSSAL STATUE AT WNClTJEO 
Estimated as a military post only, Nungydeo must ever 
rank high, from it’s being almost inaccessible , though all 
wonder at the preceding siglit was speedily lost in our sur- 
prise, when, after ascending sereral neat stair cases, wc 
suddenly came upon a large stone building, above which 
we then first discovered a finely formed image, carved out 
of one solid stone, about seventy feet high , ond repre- 
senting a young man, with wreaths of laurel winding from 
his ancles to his shoulders, ereiy leaf of which ^as so ex- 
quisitely laboured as to bear the closest exammcitjon \Vc 
were able to contrast the size of this extraordmaty Colossus 
with men, monkies, and vultures^ two of the latter bein'* 
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pcrclied upon it’s head, ond the upper part being seren 
times the height of a mlddlc-^zed man, who stood on tlic 
top of the building, with the legs and thighs of tiie statifc 
beIo^y. That it was cut out of the solid rock cannot admit 
of a doubt; for no power on earth could have moved so 
massive a column, to place it there on the top of a steep 
and slippery mountain : so steep, indeed, that we could 
not even see this slalue till we had ascended close to it. 
The legs and thighs are cut out in proportion to the rest, but 
arc altacbed to a large fragment of the rock belnnd them, 
artfully covered by the building, of which it forms the 
back nail. I never in my life beheld so great a curiosity ; 
cver^ feature being most admirably finished : from the 
nose inclining to acquiUnc, and the under lip being very 
prominent and pouting, the profile shews it to the greatest 
advantage; and every part from top to toe is smooth, and 
highly polished. I could hardly conceive how the hand of 
man, and that particularly of a race by no means either 
mtelligcnt or educated, could have accomplished such a 
work of labour, and that too on the summit of a sterile 
rock. No person on the spot seemed either to know or 
care when, or how, or by whom it was made ; and though 
I have given it the usual appellation, the Brahmins called 
It Goraetrauz and Gomelh^z; and at a distance it ap- 
peared to be a stone pillar. Tieturning from this wonder of 
the East towards our own camp, we perceived a crowd of 
people running towards us, who, as they came near, shouted 
and looked back, beckoning and calling to others to 
come on. We were amated, but not alarmed, being well 
mounted, and having clear ground over which to escape, if 
nccessarv: wlmn oil «i — .1 , 
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fore the rest, and salnting us with much humility, en- 
treated us to stop a little, and the horse ivoold amre, on 
which they wished us to cast a niggah, or look, to cure 
it, as they afterwards explained, of a broken back This 
was the only favour they had to ask, and a very simple 
one It was, certainlj It was, however, veiy difficult for us 
to persuade them that we by no means possessed that 
virtue IVith such ideas of Europeans, and such they 
were in days of yore, pretty generally, what might we not 
have effected, with such simple people ’ and to what noble 
account might we not, as Christians, have turned such a 
confidence and estimation' But we are now too well 
known to have counteracting nces , and they can des|i<5e, 
as well as respect, the European character 

SEKINCAPATAM 

On the 13th of February we reached Senngnpatam a 
distance of thirty two miles, and encamped near the 
Mysoie gate Here we found Major^eneral Hay 
SHDownll commanding the Mysore division , the troops 
in garrison, under Colonel Picton, being his Majesty s 
12th regiment the Ist battalion of the 1st regiment, the 
2nd battalion of the 12th , the 2nd battalion of Artillery, 
with drafts for the 2nd extra battalion , besides five regular 
battalions of tbo Rajahs in tbe Pcltab, under Captain 
Little, who bad discipbned them entirely bimsclf, and 
which did him great credit This place Was now much 
improved in appearance, the inner wall being tlironu into 
It s otvn ditch, made the intcnor both hcaJthierand more 
roomy , and rainy exccU«it European houses hating been 
built, where mud rums atone were to bt seen in lf?03 



nrMlNIbCtWCFS 


2G7 


1800] 


The General being desired by the Commandcr-m-cbief to 
present ne\^ colours to our corps, while at Senngapatam, 
ue halted for that purpose , and inj bad state ot health 
induced him to defer the ceremony till the 2lRt of Fe- 
bruary, when 1 received them from hia hands, with a Tcry 
comphmentaTy speech , and we weio inspected and com- 
plimented again before wc took our departure 


^U^JE^GOAD 

On the 23rd of February wc amved and encamped on 
the south bank of the Nunjengoad nver, twenty-three 
mdes from Senngapatam There is a fine stone bridge 
across, on the northern bank of which, Major M, 
Wilks, the Bntisb Kesidenl m Mysore, had pitched Ins 
camp, in attendance upon the young lUjab, who was 
residing in a vet) ncatBrahinmy viilage, at a short distance 
off, for the performance of some religious ceremonies 
Here we bad not only the pleasure of being the Ucsident’s 
guests for a couple of days, for he would not part with us 
sooner, but also of witnessing a Native Court in much 
splendour, to which we were also kindly invited 

Having assembled on horseback in the evening, we 
joined an immense cavalcade, and accompanied it to Cul- 
loola, a fine village and Pagoda, about six miles off, where 
a gteat people wbiom duty or cnnosityhad 

led to view their youthful Sovereign, were already as- 
sembled The young Kajah, placed upon the throne by 
the generosity of the BnUsh Government, m blay, 1799, 
was now twelie years old, and as promising a boy as I over 
beheld , indeed, l^Iajor WilVs, who was aman of sense and 
jrefineroent, declared that he had nev er known a finer j outh. 
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European or Native. Hia maaners were far above his age, 
but he was then under the tutelage of the celebrate^ 
Poomiah, a Brahmin of disUnguished abilities, who, under 
the title of Prime Minister, ruled both the Sovereign and 
the country ; making the former respectable, and the latter 
flourishing and happy. The after-hfe of this Prince, I am 
truly sorry to state, has not fulfilled the promise of his 
youtli ; he has long ruled his own kingdom, and, with able 
and honourable advice, which he has never wanted in 
Major Wilks’s successors, might have acquired a name 
among his subjects, equal to that of his virtuous minister j 
hut he has miserably failed ; and those who now frequent 
liiat once uelUreguIated country, hear nothing but com* 
plaints against the Sovereign in every village. 

But to return to the happier time of nhich wo uoro 
speaking; during the procession, which took place on 
horseback, old Poomiah checked the ardour of the llajah, 
and ue moved at a snail's pace for the first three miles, 
when this fine boy, longing for a gallop, obtained his 
guardian's leave, exchanged Ms state turban for a plain 
one, and disengaging himself from several valuable chains 
and jewels which decorated "his person, gave Ms horse the 
whip, and commenced a lounge, which he managed vsith 
grace and dexterity; while wc formed a ring outside, and 
enjojed the exhibition. After indulging Innivclf for a 
few minutes, in which ue much admired hi* manliness, hr 
resumed his dress, and wc proceeded in stale to the end of 
the march. On reaching the village wc found a v\ide 
street prepared for us, through which the procession jnssed 
completely round tlio Pagoda; when the whole div- 
niountoJ, and entered a chooltn, fitted up for the oc- 
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casion, nherc v>c sat about an hour, in stupid dignity, 
regaled by the croaking monotony of half a doien dancing 
girls, and a fear of their disgusting male leaders. After 
which the Hajah, Denaun,and Hcsidcnt, got into palan- 
quins, and the whole returned in the same order that we 
had observed in setting out, but at a much quicker pace; 
for his Highness was constantly urging his bearers Jo push 
on, with which his tutor could not interfere, being behind j 
though he frequently sent to persuade them to a more 
dignified march. The procession and ceremonies had 
taken up so much time, that it was eight o'clock wlien we 
took OUT leave, and adjourned to Major Wilks's tents to 
dinner. 

I must own that I had never felt such a predilection for 
any native as for this young Rajah , and Major Wilks's ac- 
counts of the proofs he gave of good sense and honourable 
feeling, made an impression on my mmd which led me 
aflenvards to hope, when hope was vain: for on acquir- 
ing the entire management, he threw himself into the 
most improper hands, and disregarded the advice of his 
real friends, to such a degree that some of the most im- 
portant stations were filled by low and insignificant 
wretches; and the whole country groaned under op- 
pression. It would have been well for him, as well as for 
the people over whom he ruled, had he consulted the 
Honourable A Cole, for many years the Representative of 
the Bntish Government at hia court* but this, I under- 
stood, he latterly entirely avoided; and our Residents there 
can advise only, but no further ; at least at such courts as 
Mysore. We spent the next day in the Major's camp^ 
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and hi3 kind and hospitable attentions amply comjiensated 
for the delay 


GUZZLEHCrm 

On the 10th of March we descended the Guzzlehuttv 
Pass, in the mountains which separate the Mysore country 
from the Carnatic It was forty-eight miles from hun- 
jengoad, and we encamped near the foot, about seven 
miles further The country all the way to the Piss ms 
wild and beautiful, but the landscape in and below it 
transcended all description, every idea of roramtic and 
magnificent acenet} being reilitcd m tins ghaut, winch is 
very rugged and diQIcult mto the bargain , nboandmg with 
game of all descriptions which wc wcr6 tempted to follow 
in every direction Although the Poss had been ei identl) 
neglected, and was totally unfit for guns or wheeled cam- 
ages, jet each company of the Sepoys contrived to carry 
down an entire sick cart, and were rewarded by twenty 
sheep among them, with which they joyfully celchnilcd 
their return to the Camitic, after nn absence of upu mis 
of three years No men in the world arc more attached to 
their nitiTC soil than the Last Indians they seldom <juit 
it voluntarily, and alwivs return with delight I do not 
mein that the genuine amor patna, which gcnenlly distin- 
guishes the Union from all the rest of tlio world, pervades or 
disturbs tlie Asiatic bosom It is a mere loeil feeling, but 
still resembling the olber in durability, since neither time 
ran eradicate it, and in manv cases no allujre- 
menu of fame or fortune would induce them to abandon 
their native village 
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Although the Camatic ■was sulFcnng generally from a 
scanty monsoon, and c\cn nature’s garden, Coimbctoor, 
rvas shanng in the direful effects, at this early season ; 
stiU It IS impossible to visit this country, without admiring 
It’s beauties Like Tanjore, it is watered bj seicral fine 
streams, and ibe pasturage is such, that tbc Coimbctoor 
sheep are the cheapest and best m the peninsula, whilst 
above the Ghauts, we paid two and three rupees each, the 
twenty I have mentioned, came to ten rupees only, or one 
pound slerhng To us, who had passed so long a period 
above the mountains, the extreme difittencc of temperature 
ivas more than perceptible, and the natural causes I have 
mentioned, combined to increase that feeling, on descend- 
ing the Guzdehutly. 

On the 5th of March, wc arrived and encamped near the 
village of Oonassy, twenty-five miles from the foot of the 
pass, having a good Pagoda and stone lank close to us. 
At a short distance from the village, we had crossed a 
small nullah, in some parts dry, where our horse-keepers 
Tetuxned to water the horses, when, one of them belonging 
to a native oQicer, was suddenly seized underwater and 
began to dis-vppear Some of the Sepoys, who were wash- 
ing their clothes there, having rushed in, and pulled the 
animal out, to their utter astonishment they discovered, 
that their opponent vvas a laige alhgator, when they set up 
a shout, as much of amazement as of tenor, and the 
monster qatited his hold, and disappeared It may 
naturally he supposed, tliat to whatever part he had re- 
treated, he was then left m tlic sole and undisputed pos- 
session of the spot , but tlie Sepoys coming to my tent and 
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informmg us of tlie occurrence, Captain Pepper and myself 
sallied forth in spite of the heat, and were equally amazed, 
when we found, that it was at the part where all the corps 
had crossed over in the rooming, the water being about 
two feet deep, but gradually increasing down to the right, 
where the breadth was much less We watched our wary 
opponent for some minutes, when shewing hts hornd mouth 
above ivater, I put a ball through bis head, the distance 
being so inconsiderable, that it would have been more 
astonishing to miss, than to hit such an object We after- 
ivards saw two or three others, but, warned by the sound 
of my gun, they were too cunning to be caught on the 
surface I could not help returning grateful thanks to the 
Almighty for this providential escape of the corps, when 
perfectly unaware of the smallest danger 

DARArOBAM 

On the 8th of Match we reached Daraporam, the now- 
deserted seat of the Collector, who had removed to 
Bawanny , the distance from Oonassy being thirty miles 
Here, with permission obtained from the Aumildar, who 
was a remarkably civil and obliging man, we took posses- 
sion of a capital house, large enough for all the oHicers of 
the corps, and enjoyed a couple of days under a good roof, 
after being so long grilled under canvass Tins house, 
last inhabited by Mr Hurdis was still in good repair and 
consisted of nine rooms and two largo verandas on one 
floor, only four feet above the surface of the garden, which 
was extensive, and well laid out with fruit and vegetables , 
having a rivulet running through it There »is also n 
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fine broad and deep river, close by, which fertilized a tract 
of countij , about a mile on both sides of it's course, the 
rest being parched up from the dearth already mentioned. 
The toivn contained an excellent bazar, and many solid 
granaries, though it’s numerous half*built dwelling houses 
gave it an appearance of a new settlement, and I fancy it 
was just beginning to recover from the effects of a famine , 
for both men and cattle seemed high m bone and low in 
flesh. 

On the mil we reached Ytrecottah, a large village 
about twenty-five miles distant, the residence of a Pohgar 
chief, who immediately paid us a visit He was a tall, we)l 
proportioned young man, as black as jet, but with very fine 
expressive features , and ccrtamly by far the blackest man I 
had ever beheld, of any rank, m the country He wore no 
clothing above his middle, though adorned with many nch 
jewels, pendent from his neck I hod no opportunity of 
learning anything of his history, but his interesting coun- 
tenance IS still fresh in my memory 


DINDIGUL 

Passing tl^ough the Pettah of Dmdigul on the 13th 
of March, we encamped tn an enclosed field to the south- 
ward of the hill , the distance being twenty-two miles The 
fort, erected on a high and sleep rwik, with a gateway and 
works runmug up the most accessible part, was breached 
and stoimed by out troops m 1791, since which time it did 
not appear to have undergone any material alteration I 
was, however, loo lU to visit it the gamson which was 
below, was commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Buchan, 

VOL 1 T 
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wild lived m a garden house, a mile outside of the town 
This place is now only an invalid station 

From Dmdigul to Madura, the distance is forty two 
miles , and having arrived there on the 16th of March, we 
pitched our tents m fhe avenue leading to Teppoocolon 
now the residence of the Collector Here we halted a few 
days, to give our men s families an opportunity of joining 
US, and spent the intcmiediate time with our friend Mr 
George Pansh, the Collector, noted for hospitality, and 
one of the most agreeable companions in the world The 
old house formerly inhabited by Captain Bannerman, had 
been demolished, and a more extensive and elegant one 
erected m it s room The fort had undergone no visible 
change, but it s European inhabitants were now reduced to 
a commanding officer, and three other gentlemen with 
"^'only five companies of Sepoys Captain and Mrs De 
Morgan occupied the commanding officers quarters, 
where Major and Mrs Gowdie resided rn 1795, and the 
others were strangers to us Even our own old house 
looked foreign , so altered m appearance did every thing 
seem, from the lapse of years, and an entire change of in 
habitants « 


SECITNDERMALLEE 

On the 20th, we proceeded to the neighbourhood of this 
hill, and encamped near a la^e choultry, with upper rooms 
built upon it, m which our fnend the Collector entertained 
us all nt breakfast and dinner Hcanog accounts of both 
bears and tigers m the neighbourhood, we searched for 
them three different times during the day, without success. 
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for though occasionally $ccn, Ihcj were much too fond 
of the sure cover they ])osscsscd, to venture out for a 
doubtful combat Neither bugles, musqoetrj, nor even 
fireworhs, would induce them to quit their dens, and vve 
were, consequently, completely disappointed They had 
indeed the laugh entirely against us, and exposed us to 
much heat and fatigue, by merely appearing out for an 
instant to our scouts, and then hiding close again, before 
nc could reach the spot 

PiUIAMCOrTtll 

The march from Madura to Pallamcoltah is througli a 
country at all times uninteresting, being oxer a level cotton 
plain, la which the heat and want of good water are felt 
at every stage , it is a distance of ninety>two miles, and 
we accomplished it on the 27lh of March, being alto- 
gether eight hundred and sixty three miles from Poonah 
Here we reheved the 16th regiment of Native mfantry, 
our corps occupying their ground, and in command of the 
station, I hied in the Commandant’s quarters in the 
fort In July I was promoted to the rank of Major, and 
towards the end of the year, an event took place, which, 
although injurious to my own prospects and fortune, under 
the signal blessmg of Providence terminated most fortu- 
nately Time has now spread his oblivious winns over 
the whole occurrence, and 1 will not attempt to remove 
the veil 

rONDlCHEKRY 

Tlie commencement ot Urn year 1807 fonml tis living 
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with an old fnend at Pondicherry, en roMfc to Madras, the 
distance being two handled and nine eight miles I am 
sorry to say, that the lapse of years had not contributed 
to improve this once flourishing capital , on the contrary , 
aided by neglect from the parent land, it had considerably 
impaired the beauty, as well as the wealth of the place 
Slany capital buildings had fallen into d“cay , mo't of the 
onginal respectable inhabitants were removed, some to 
their long homes, others to more fortunate regions, the 
few remaining population resided in houses comfortable 
enough within, but certainly changed for the won>e in 
outward appearance , and tn spite of that natural outivarel 
gatete de vzar, so well calculated to conceal poverty, I 
could not help noticing a sensible ilcclmc since my first 
visit to the French metropolis of India There seemed, 
indeed, but little left to aflbrd real gratification to the 
sober or reflecting mind , and with the exception of a few 
families, the society uas not such as to improve the morals 
or manners of the young men of our amiy , who frequented 
the place Wierevcr a laxity of morals prevails, there 
the idle and unthinking will naturally resort , and to them, 
midnight revels afford tlic happiest mode of killing the 
public enemy, old Tune. To my shame, I obsen ed several 
young Lnghsbmen of this description, dressed out in tlie 
extreme of French foppery, patrolling the streets m com 
pany with French women, or nding with them on horse- 
back , and had they not retained enough of our military 
costume, to prove them ofRcers of our army , I should hate 
humoured their taste, and mistaken them for to many 
peafs tnuftrrt Tins war, no doubt, what they aimed at. 
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wbUst, on the contrary, the sober and sedate Frencbman, 
observing, nith a sigh, the vast superiority of the genuine 
English character, notwiUislandiog all it’s bluntness 
and imperfections, as regards mere outward appeanmccs» 
endeavours to conform Wtnself Ibcreto, in every thing 
essential. 

After residing a few days at Pondicherry, I proceeded , 
to our own Presidency j arrived there on the 8th of 
January, and remained in very bad health until the 6th 
of March,* when I embarked on board the Dover Castle 
Indiaman, m the Hoads, bound to Bengal. Here we re- 
mained some days, to take in stores and French pnsoners ; 
and at last, receiving a company of his Majesty’s 94th 
regiment, under Captain Anderson, and three hundred 
and fifty pnsoners, we sailed on the 16th, m company 
with the RatllesnaKey sloop of war, and IndtiSy extra India- 
man; made the Pilot in four days, and on the Slet of 
April were nearly lost on the Misen Sands, m the Hooghly 
nver, where we escaped almost by miracle. 

The ship having grounded at high water, a rapid stream 
running out at the rate of seven miles an hour, bad left 
us quite fixed in a bed of sand ; when, six hours after, the 
spring tide, called the Bore, came thundering up, and 
threw us on our starboard side, all the lower yards touch- 
ing the water*, when, at this enticai moment, the ship 

• tVlule suffering under a screre and. aggraTated telum of Sural 
fever al fbe Presidency, 1 -oas mwi onremmiDgly and kindly attended 
ty Mt Underwood, an old snigcon on the establishsient , whose 
truly humane and able eiertioas so far subdued the disease, as to en- 
able me to proceed to sea for the recovery of my health. 
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drifted off the bank, and suddenly righted, by which a 
jouog officer of the 0-lth was very nearly lost, for he 
climbed out of the cuddy port when she rolled over, and 
had not time to get back t^in. The poor French pn- 
soners suffered most, there bemg tncnty-nme officers and 
three hundred and twenty-one sailors shut up in the hold, 
m the hottest month in the year Captain Richardson 
had received them all as pnrates. and tras desired to make 
no distinction in their treatment Howocr, I soon dis- 
covered what I have mentioned , and by meeting them at 
the gun-room grating, was enabled to give them some 
small consolation, and assist them with books, musical 
instruments, , m all which tlie Captain readily acqui- 
esced I found them men of education, and, m the course 
of conversation with them, ascertained the fact I ha>e 
stated Indeed tlie scry first act of separating themselves 
entirely from the rest, svasa strong proof in (heir favour, 
since they never left that comcTf to miit with Uie men , nor 
did any of Uie men presume to come among them while I 
was there Having furnished thi^ra with paper, they wrote 
a statement of llicir case to the Supreme Government, 
which I enclosed to (he Chief Secretary, with lO) own con- 
TicUon of it’s correctness, and bad Uie gTalificalion to leam 
that Oicy were ndmiUed on their parole, and allowed to go 
to reside at Charulemagorc Wc rroclietl Coleutta on the 
25th of Apnl, wlifft the ship amves? some days after, and 
was put into dock 

t MmT\ 

After remaininz Uie jcuesl < f Mr Milium rairlie, Uie 
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])nnce of Indian merchants, from that time till the ICth of 
June, 1 then emharhcd on sick rertificate for England , and 
it has heen my fate to survive this nohle fnend, as well as 
most of those to whom I ivas bound by ties of gratitude or 
pnvate intimacy in tlio East. 1 have, on every occasion, 
endeavoured much as possible to leave self out of my 
extracts, and shall, therefore add only, that attended by 
the kind, able, and humane Doctor Hare, I had a most 
* severe struggle with the gnm tyrant , and nothing but 
the more than parental kindness of one of the noblest and 
most amiable of men, and his family, with the skill of my 
medical adviser, could have enabled me thus to conquer 
for a tune the King of Terrors Stdl it was deemed abso 
lately necessary for me to quit the country immediately, 
and we accordingly embarked on the 16lh of Juno, 
touched at Madras, missed the island of St Helena, and 
reached England in the end of November, where, having 
remained unbl the following Bummer, I re-embarked, with 
renovated health and strength, on board the Harl Spencer, 
extra Indtaman, Captain George Heming, on the 10th of 
June, 1808, m a fleet under convoy of his Majesty’s ship 
C/iiffonne, and on the 26th of the same month made the 
islmd of 


MADEIRA, 

A speck upon the ocean,yct the birth place of the best wine 
that the world produces Having introductions from kind 
friends mEngland toMr Page.amosl opulentEnglish wine 
meichant residing at Funchall, we met with the utmost at 
tentioii and kmdncs:, from this gentleman xnd his familj , 
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and became their guests dnnng our stay The town of 
Funcliill IS as dirty and disgusting, on a near approach, 
as it IS beautiful and inviting from the offing The 
streets are narrow , dirty, and very ill paved , the houses 
shabby, and crowded together, intliout taste or older, 
and the inhabitants a most uncouth and motley crew, 
partaking in outward appearance, of every nation, but 
really inferior to most if not all Thetr language is much 
superior to the jargon called Portuguese in India, but 
their manners and habits seem little to surpass their broivn 
countrymen in tbeEast There are several genteel English 
families established here, and the contrast between their 
palace*, and the filthy buildings which surtound them, is 
not more remarkable, than between themselves and the 
people amongst whom they have taken up tbeir abode 
This town, which is entirely irr^ular, is situated on the 
sea shore, and defended by an old wall, with three or four 
batteries, and one good work upon a rock, which is sepa- 
rated from the beach by very deep water and commands 
the whole anchorage , still I am of opinion, that five or six 
line-of battle ships woald lay the whole town m rums in 
a few hours, in spite of the batteries , and an army might 
land on the other side of the island and capture it, inth- 
ouc being exposed to any senous opposition, so /ar as I 
have seen After bestowing on the town that abuse it so 
nchly menu, I proceed with pleasure, to take a new of 
the intcnor of this fertile island , as it is there only, that we 
can duly appreciate its value Passing through a lonf' 
and narrow lane, paved with small sharp stones set m 
endivajs, jou gradually ascend the mountains The first 
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seat %\hich attracted our attention, Teas that occupied by 
General Bercsford, the English Commatider-m chief, to 
whom we paid our respects, and were very kindly Tecci>ed ; 

It 13 situated on an elevation, a short distance from the 
skirts of the towi , has a good garden, and commands an 
extensive view of the harbour and shipping, with a bound- 
less ocean in the distance The next seat of consequence 
aas that belonging to the Portuguese Governor, Don 
Pedro Pagundez Barcelar D^Antes E Menches, which is 
■within three or four hundred yards of the former, and ivas 
then let to a Portuguese family. Not having been within 
this house or grounds, I cannot tell how far they ment 
the praise generally bestowed upon them , but passing on 
about two miles further to Quinto do Prazeer, the seat of 
Mr. Page, we were truly gratified It is one of the most 
enchanting spots I ever beheld , indeed, surpassing any 
thing I had ever seen m Europe, and rivalling those I so 
much admired at Papanassurn and Courtallum 

The house is in the middle of the grounds, surrounded 
on all but the town side, which is left open, by the moat 
luxuriant trees and shrubs It was not so magnificent a 
building as the toivn house, but very neatly fitted up, and 
containing every requisite for the accommodation of a 
family The grounds were laid out with much taste, with 
capital roads winding up and down the acclivity, entirely 
sheltered by the foliage of enonnous chesnut and other 
forest trees, excepting one walk, which ivas shaded by 
orange trees, covered with npe fruit The gardens con- 
tained Citron, lemon, peach, apneot, plum, apple, damson, 
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cherry, fig, wsJnut, and raulbcny trees , with every Euro- 
pean flower and vegetable ITiere were also plantains; 
dates, and some few other Asiatic fruits Mr Pages 
grounds cover upwards of thirty acres, the whole of which 
he purchased some years before, for fifteen thousand 
Spamsh dollars , and there are several spnngs of fine 
water, and different reservoirs, so formed aa to add to the 
coolness of the shade, which is most refreshing in a climate 
partaking much of the heat of India. Proceeding upwards 
a few hundred yards, we came to the celebrated Church 
of Nostra Senora de Monte, a large and well hmshed 
edifice, visible for many miles at sea, and commanding a 
moat extensive view The mtenor la decorated m a very 
supenor manner, and the large paintings with which the 
walls are covered, bespeak the hand of a first rate artist , 
particularly the representation of our Saviour a birth, (he 
Shepherds and Wise Men visiting the Blessed Babe, 
his reputed Father warned of God in a dream , the Flight 
with the young Child and his Mother to Egypt , and the 
first instance he gave of his divine mission, sitting among 
the Doctors m the Temple all of which are equally well 
designed and executed The Vicar, a sensible and tolerably 
well informed man politely invited us into his house, and 
offered us fruit and wine It was a neat and any mansion, 
and, considering all matters, extremely well furnished 
The conveyances of this island arc of three kinds , vi , 
horses, mules, and a litter, ycleped a palanquin, being a 
chair in the shape of a bathing-tub, with a pole across, 
earned by t»o men, as doolies are in the Cast The 
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horses and mnles, though by uo means good looking 
ammals, arc remarkably Bcmceable and sure footed ? gal- 
loppmg up and dorra hiU. and otcr precipices, in a manner 
truly alarming to persons unaccustomed to such feats ; 
as I experienced one day, in a nsil to the English camp, 
to such a degree, that I vfas unable to make any remarks 
on that part of the country 

The interior and opposite side of the island, ore highly 
cultivated , and there arc many other delightful seats and 
gardens, such as I have endeavoured to desenbe near Fun- 
chall For supplies of gram, they rely upon the Mediter- 
ranean, the Western Isles, and America, the produce of the 
country being perfectly inadequate to the consumption of 
the present inhabitants, ivho exceed sixty-eight thousand, 
including one thousand fire hundred on Oie small depend- 
ent island of Santa Crux Their staple commodity of 
trade is, of course, wme, which is produced by a very 
simple process, from dwarf vines, of which the principal 
cultivation consists, and which arc spread all over the 
fields, as gram is m other countries The wine for the 
Indian market is of three dificrcnt qualities, vary mg at tlie 
time we were there, from thirty to forty five pounds per 
pipe but the finest wine on the island was then Utile 
known ID India The Seraal, which ivas reckoned from 
sixty to seventy pounds per pipe, was certainly the most 
delicious I had e»cr tasted, and it’s value is, I believe 
always in the proportion of Iwo-thirds more than the best 
Madeira. The wme w transported from place to place, on 
sledges, rescmblmg a butcher's tray , drawn by oven, and 
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the cattle are very fine , some bulls costing one hundred 
and fifty dollars each Those which are the natural 
produce of the island^ are diminutive^ though well formed , 
the strongest and most valuable being brought from the 
Western Islands But to return to Funchall, the capital 
There are three Monastenes in the town , that of Santa 
Clara being the most respectable Several of the old nuns 
have long whiskers, and resemble witches or hags, more 
than religious females and these disgusting animals were 
extremely lavish of their withered embraces, bestowing 
their kisses indiscriminately on all visitors, nolens lolens, 
whom they could lay hands upon They aie very haughty 
and overbearing at first, and must be courted with much 
humility, before they will consent to open the door of the 
convent but once satisfied, tb^ meet the visitor on the 
threshold and aie famous for selling preserves and artificial 
flowers There is another place of religious seclusion for 
women, called the Convent of Bon J6s6se where any lady 
wishing to ret re for a season, may take possession of a cell, 
and stay as long as she finds it convenient, without being 
subject to take the veil, but having once left it she is not 
permitted to return 

T1 e Cathedral and several other Churches, ore very 
richly ornamented but o descnption of one serves for all 
There is a remarkable cell in a comer of thernars convent, 
called Capella D as ^Inias, tlie nails of which are lined 
mth human skulls and bones id regular order, and is a 
a place of penance The cliinatc of ^lacltira is reckoned 
very healthy I think that of the mountains delightful, 



1808.] 


BtMINISCPNCr*!. 


285 


and it appears to be a very good medium between the 
English and Asiatic; if we except runchall, which being 
very low, and screened from the wind by the neighbouring 
mountains, must be at least from ten to Iw enly degrees 
hotter in the day*timc, than the shady spots above. 
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CHAPTER IX 

Return to Ird a — Capture <^lhe Aramhoolp l^ntt — Otneral Ordert — 
Nagracotle — Oodagherry^ Trtvanderam Fetrtjactioni at Trevy 

cary^VateevaUum — Trtnomally'^Jiyacoltaft ^Ootoor -^Nundy 
droog — Rangahre 

After being detained a fortnight hHing iviQe> and the 
Chijfome hanng left us at Madeira, on the 18th of July 
we set sail, lo company with four extra Indiamen, with 
abundance of fruit and v^etables, and met with nothing 
extraordinary, till we parted with the Carmarthtn and T.ldon 
for Bombay, on the 26th of September 

On the 7th of November the Trcners ran upon a rock 
near Drowneh island, off Negrais Point, on the Burmese 
shore, and was totally lost, with sixteen poor men on 
board, while we picked up one hundred and twenty two 
persons in three boats, and earned tliem all in our ship to 
Calcutta There were several faults, of course, to be found, 
as m all such misfortunes, and the hladras passengers 
naturally blamed the Commodore, for not attempting to 
hxA >11 ofc hladrai, tn whindi. ^lajy» wa ba/1 ^15 

passage, and not to Bengal, since we had nn through the 
likely tnck of French pnTatecrs,and had actually reached 
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the opposite side of the bay, tbrec degrees above Madras, 
before the monsoon set in, that rooming Our kmd-hcarted 
and excellent Captain would not hasc hesitated, and nould 
most likelj have landed us all at Madras, from the Ist to 
the IDth of October 

Amvmg at Calcutta on the I9lh of November, wo 
again received the utmost kindness from the wortlvy Mr 
Fairhe, whom ne then saw for the last Urae m this world 
A fleet sailing from Sanghnr Tloads on the 23d Dcccm 
her, we embarked on board the WtUtam PtU Indiaman , 
and after touching at Ganjam, Vizagapatam, Connga, &c 
for Company's homeward cai^, reached Madras on the 
12th of January 1800 , when leammg that my corps was 
about to take the field against Travancore, 1 proceeded to 
join my comrades with all possible cvpedition 

On the 10th of January, I set cut from Madras, and 
reached the Hooourable Colonel St Legcr’s camp, near the 
Arambooly lines of Travancore, on the 6th of rchruarj , 
being a distance of four hundred and twenty miles. The 
force was composed as follows*— 

HisMajestyls 69th Ti^mcnt under kieutenant-colonel 
W M'Leod 

Five companies of the Ist battalion of the 3rd regiment, 
— Captain Pepper 
2nd battalion of the 3rd regiment 
1st battahon of the 13th regiment, — Major lang 
Hvecompamra of the 2nd battalion of the 10th regi 
ment,— Captain Bowen 

One company of the 2Dd battalion of the 13th regiment, 
— Lieutenant Stewart 
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Gth regiment of Native cavalry, — Major Nutliall 
Artillery and field-picccs, — Captain Franke 
And four hundred Pioneers, — Captain Smithwaite 
On the 6th of February we marched si^ miles, and took 
up a position within five miles of the works, when, being 
detached in advance that very evening, with the 2nd bat- 
talion of the 'Ird regiment, I was enabled to make the 
following sketch of the whole 



ARAW DOOLY 

The southern fortified hoes of Travancore, commencing 
among rugged hills on the sea-coast, near Cape Comonn, 
were earned on, joining such hills as came in the way, as 
far as the mountainous range, which separates the eastern 
from the western coast, these fortifications completing 
the boundary of that country They were dmded into 
two separate parts fay a high mountain, those next the sea 
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being called Ibc •* Soalhem Linc^/ and those carnetl be- 
jond that mountain, to the gliants, the “Arambool) 
lanes ” It nas against the latter that our operations nere 
intended, because the high-road from Pallamcottah jiassed 
through the centre of them, a gate covered with two 
large circular bastions, and defended b} Rcveral pieces of 
ordnance The extent of the whole might be about tuo 
miles, embracing a rugged hill to llic southward, com- 
pletely fortified, and a very strong rocb, about half way, 
called the Northern redoubt, bejond ubicli, to the range 
of mountains, it was nearly inaccessible m tfeep jungh 
Tlie works consisted of small welt built bastions for two 
and three guns, joined at different mlcrvaU by strong and 
neat curtains, the whole cannon proof, and covered by a 
thick thorny hedge, the approach to which was rather 
difficult, from the wild stile of the country, wilhm cannon 
range of the walls 

Having no battering guns with the force, and the 
nearest depot being Trichinopoly, two hundred miles off. 
It appeared desirable to take these lines by a coup-de 
fnmn, which I proposed to Colonel St Leger on the 8th of 
Tebruary, andontheStb having satisfied himself that it 
was feasible, he consented, though not without much re- 
luctance, and considerable reservation On the momino- of 
the 10th we succeeded , and having escaladed the southern 
fortified hill during the night though defended by fifty 
pieces of cannon and ten thousand men, the whole lines 
weie m our possession by eight o clock, A M 

Our loss on this occasion was small beyond calculation 
Captain Cunningham, of the 69th regiment, killed , one 
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Sepoy kiDoil; one Serjeant and three privates wonnded ; 
and one Subidar and six Sepoya wounded. Thus we ob- 
tained possession of all the enemy’s guns, and immense 
• quantities of arms and stores • The army encamped in- 

• nic folloiTiDg (3 a copy of theCenen) Orders wjued jb eonsetiucnce 
of tins capture — 

•** Camp, two miles intenor of Arambooly Gate, 
February IDlb, 1809 

*' Parole, H etiA Countersign, Saettu 
“ Lieutenant-colonel the Honourable A St Ixget has much aatisfac 
tion in conveying to the troops under his command, the roost sincere 
congratulations on the brilliant achierement of tins morning The 
Lieutenant-colonel deems it a duty he owes to justice, thus publicly to 
raarV the high consideration he entertains of the persererance, judgment 
and ability displayed by Major Uelsh, commanding the 3rd regiment of 
Nalire infantry, la the assault of this morning, whcreio the greatnees of 
the enterprise could only be esjualled by the success which attended it 
The Lieutenant-colonel requests Major elsh will convey to the officers 
and men who composed ihe detachmeiil for escalade, under his com- 
roand, the most unqualified approbation of their gallant exertions in 
accomplishing an object which rnust ever be considered as entitled to 
ft high place in military records ' 

Ctyw/ of Colonel St Leger’t lellfr to ihe Chief Setrefaty to Goiemment, 
dated rebruary lOtft, 1809 — 

“ Sib, 

“ 1 had the honour this morning to convey to ypu, by express, a 
small note in pencil, for Ihe inibnnation of die Honourable the Governor 
in Council, by which you were made acquainted with the satisfactory 
lotelbgence of the British flag being flymg on every quarter of the 
Arambooly lines, as well as the comiaandiog redoubts to the north and 
south It IS impossible for me to describe, in language sufficiently 
strong, the obligations I feel under to the personal exertions of Major 
Welsh, commanding the 3rd regiment of Native infantry, and the 
detachment for assault uader las command The southern redoubt, 
which presented a complete enfilade of the whole of the main lines as 
far as the gate, was the object of Major Welsh s enterpnse, an under 
taking which, from the natural strength of tJic approach, appeared to 
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sside the walls that day, and the Pioneers, Sic. were em- 
ployed destroying the worhs on boUi sides the gale, which 
was however left entire, as a post to secure our commu- 
nications. I was nominated a Pme-agent on this occa- 


t>e on\y pncUcablc w ibe exerttoivv and detemincd brarcry of Briluh 
troops, led on to glory by Major «ltb It was aiceodcd under corcr 
of die nigVit, and out iroojw had nctoatly escataded the viall ere thetr 
approach was suspected; and the ascent was of such great di/ficolty, as 
to require six hours' actual scrambling, so os to reach the foot of the 
walls. 

“ In consideration of Uie brilliancy of tins achieremcnt, I fed a 
pleasurable duty la detailing, for the information of the Honourable 
Governor tn Council, the names of those otTiccrs who accompanied the 
detachment for escalade, which consisted of two companies, and tlie 
picquet of Uis Majesty’s COth regiment, commanded by Captain Symi ; 
the four flank compoQies and fire battalion compatiics of theStd regiment, 
under Captain Lucas and it did not require that confirmation which 
Major W elsh has convey ed, in the most handsome manner, to convince 
me, that to hare accomplished snehan object, every man must have done 
fats duty In the list of gallant fellows which accompanies this despatch, 

I have tn Uxaewt dae «( Captawx Cuanw-biox, wbnvn wound t fear 

IS mortal, which deprives his country of a brave and valuable officer 
W hen Major W eUU had once effected his secunly in this commanding 
position, 1 despatched to his assistance, by the same arduous route, a 
company of llw Majesty’s C9th, and three companies of the 1st and 
Cod battailous of the 13lh regiment, under Captain Hodgson, to rem> 
force and add confidence to his party As soon as this addition was 
perceived, a detachment from Jus party stormed the mam lines, and, 
by dint of persevenog braTery,carned thementirely , when the northern 
redoubt was abandoned by the panic struck enemy, who fled in 
all possible coofusion m every direction, leaving me in possession of 
their strongest lines , and I am now encamped in a convenient position, 
two miles interior of the Anunbooly gate I am also m possession of 
the arsenal, which appeals well filled with arms, aininunilion, and many 
stores, widi a quantity of valuable oi^nancc m the works, which has 
not yet hecn ascertained ” 
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mon , but Uic appointment Mas nftenvards tinnulletl by 
Government, and wlnlc on tins ground, lieutenant- 
colonel Morrice, nitli a Cafire regiment and Fomc Hoyal 
artillery, joined us from Ceylon 


^ \CllACOILE. 

On tlic I7t!i of Tobruary the army marched for the 
interior, the advance, commanded by Lieutenant-colonel 
flI'Lcod, consisted of the flanking companies of the G9th 
regiment three hundred and fifty CafTrea, under Colonel 
hlomce, and SIX native flank companies, and the cavalry 
under Major Nulliall, with six guns, worked by the royal 
artillery This party moved off from the right of the line 
at three o clock, A , the Ime following at half past four, 
and thus leaving a distance of three miles between them 
Having got on six miles by day break, they found the 
enemy strongly posted m a village, across a nver with 
high banks commandmg the approach, and seieral cannon 
pointed down the high read Their force was supposed 
to amount to six hundred men, and they had every ad 
vantage in point of position, that men could desire 
Colonel M'Leod immediately formed his hoe for the attack, 
and drove the enemy from their guns after a very heavy 
fire of both cannon and mosquetry, which unfortunately 
did considerable execotioo, from the exposed situation of 
our troops in advancing The enemy were completely 
routed, and dispersed tn all directions foi some miles the 
country was said to be too dif&cuU for the cavalry to follow 
them, which doubtless saved many if not the whole from 
total destruction Lieutenant Charles Johnstone, however. 



1809.] 


REMINISCENCLS. 


293 


with a small party of our hotso, contrived to get in amongst 
them, and did some execution. Nine capital guns, and 
several dead bodies uere the fruits of lids victory ; in ad- 
dition to which ne gained possession of too very fine 
villages, called Cotaur and Nagracoilc. Our loss uas 
Captain Lean of the Cafircs, and Lieutenant Suajmeof 
the 13th Native infantry, bounded, and forty-niue rank, 
and fde killed and wounded. After this hrilliant nflair, 
which did infinite credit to Colonel M'Lcod and the brave 
fellows under his command, the army cncaropctl, four miles 
beyond the village of Nagracoilc. 

Although, generally speaking, the enemy had proved far 
below our expectations, yet there were some exceptions. 
On the lOth, a Native oflicer m the lines, after being fired 
at by a soldier of the C9th, cut him down, and was killed 
by another soldier j a few others aUo stood on both dajs, 
and refusing to surrender, were pul to death on the spot. 
These instances deserve to be recorded, because they were 
rare > for, taking tViem all m all, I never beheld a mote 
dastardly crew ; nor did they deserve the name of soldiers, 
although neatly clothed in luihtary uniforms, furnished 
vMlh capital arms, and in a country, every inch of vvhicli 
might have been defended. And here I must do a man of 
my own corps the justice to record, that he behaved in so 
conspicuous a manner on Uic 10th, that I promoted him at 
once, from a Sepoy to a Havildar, of Serjeant, and the ap- 
pointment was confirmed by my superiors. He was a 
llajahpoot, named Hurry Syng, an uncommonly handsome 
lad, and a good marksman, "VVliileabody of the enemy 
was at a stand, he took gjui at a distinguished character 



294 


MILITAKY 


[AD 


nmong them, and hanging him down, ran on, shouting, 
to secure his prize, w ithout traitmg to see whether he wis 
supported or not , the enemy were driven ofT, nnd he verj 
coolly claimed his m'ln amongst the dead bodies 

ooD\G»run^ 

On the lOtfi of Fchruaiy, I had the honour to lead the 
advance, consisting of the picquets, and some flank com- 
panies, with two six-pounders, expecting hard work, 
though the hnewas not very distant in our rear After 
proceeding three or four inilcs. sre met some peaceable 
villagers, who informed us, that the (wo forts of Ooda 
gherry and Palpanaveram m our front, had been aban- 
doned by the enemy, winch was the first time we had 
heard of such fortifications, though we had been expecting 
to find some field works to be taken The news soon 
spread, and ere we had advanced mucli further, we could 
distinguish white flags flying on trees and sticks, when 
the whole head quarter gentlemen passed us, preceded by 
some troops to explore the way Shortly afterwards the 
road led us on a sudden, within musquet-sliot of a stone 
bastion and curtain, mounting several cannon pointed on 
the road, and we found this to be part of the Fort of 
Oodagherry, with white flags flying, and not a soul withm 
I was directed to take possession of both forts with my 
own corps , and Palpanaveram being the largest a mile 
further on I left two companies m Oodagherry, and pro- 
ceeciing ftnthei, disposed tX ftie corps m an open space in 
the centre, posting Hindoo guards m all the Pagodas, 
and the officers taking possession of a laige and very well 
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built Palace belonging to the Rajah Here uc found many 
valuable swotds, dirks, pistols, guns, spears, nch muslins, 
kmcobs, SiX as well as thousands of jeivel boxes, broken 
open and pillaged by the flung encmj , (o gi'C ns some 
idea of what n e had lost Several of the swords proi ed to 
be gold-hilted, and the blades were of the first water Of 
course all we could lay bands on were secured as prize 
propertj, and aftenwds sold bj public outer) 

Whilst we thuswere adiaincing from the soulliward, tht 
subsidiary force at Quilon was by no means idle Shut 
up m the heart of a strong country, with the inhabitants 
all in arms agamat them, they had several severe actions, 
but invariably came off conrjuerors Nevertheless, their 
situation was daily becoming more cnlical, until the news 
of our entenng the lines reached the mosses by winch they 
were surrounded, when giving up ever) liope of further 
success, they dispersed and fled m all directions , for those 
lines, ill as they were calculated to resist an English force, 
had been hitherto deemed impregnable , and Tippoo, in 
the zenith of his power, had been repulsed from them with 
great loss 

Remaining atPalpanaveram.to collect pnze property, we 
succeeded at last in breaking open the treasury, and found 
all the cash chests open, with one solitary rupee on the 
floor, and two small jewels, evidently left on purpose for 
out annoyance We had already captured sixteen elephants 
and about fifty thousand stand of arms, with some hundred 
guns, but the greatest curiosities were a gun and mortar, 
both of exquisite woikraanship, mounted on tlie parade, in 
Oodagheiry, and cast in the place, bj some European 



nrirst They wre made of bnss, (he gun sjtfeen Feel 
long and bored as a twenty too pounder, wns so extremely 
massive, that toclve liundrcd men, assisted by sixteen 
elephants, could not move it, even for a fen yards, when 
n e had an intention of selling it to Captain Foote, of His 
IHajestj s ship Piedmontaisc, who offered us two thousand 
pounds sterling for it The mortar was equally heavy, and, 
I thinh, had an eighteen inch bore They have since 
been removed for I lately found only the old gun carnage 
in that place 

Palpanaveram is a Brahmin town, at least five miles in 
arcumfercncc, and is held very sacred by the natives It 
has a high wall with small bastions all round it, and eight 
distinct gates The streets ore neatly laid out and tho 
houses generally much superior to most of the native habw 
tations in India , it is surrounded with cultivation 

Oodagheny is a large irregular fort, nearly three miles 
m circumference, in ith a tolerable sized hill m the centre 
capable of being very strongly fortified, but this had been 
neglected, and there were only two guns on the summit, 
without works when it fell into our hands It had little 
to recommend it as a fort, having long curtains and few 
bastions which did not even defend each other s flanks or 
faces and no ditch yet an immense sum must have been 
expended on it 

While we were in this neighbourhood, Colonel St Leger 
received a letter from the Ram Rajali, by a bircarrah 
-wViNth h* by tha beoset awampawieti by four 

hoopers intimating that the first proofs of the Rajah s 
sincerity would be Ins allowing too of tbe troopers to pass 
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on to Colonel Chalmers' camp, at Qiitlon, and rcturninjj 
unmolested, with an ansner Tins wws actually permitted, 
and the Rajah rccciscd them ^erJ graciously atTrerande- 
ram, his capital, and gave them a shawl and siitj nipijcs 
each Tliey came \rack to our camp with letters from tlie 
Rajah, Colonel Macaulay, the Resident, and Colonel 
Chalmers, m consequence of which, an armistice was pro- 
claimed in our force on the 2Ctli of Fehruary. 

On the27th of rehfuary we did little more than break 
ground , on the 28lh wc commenced out march for the 
capital, the troops moving by the right and the haggago 
on the left, with orders, m case of an attack, as the Rajah 
had disowned Ins minister's act«, that each corps should 
countermarch on it s own ground a thing totally impossible 
m such a country as we had to pass through My reason 
for inserting this strange march is, that it was something 
outof the ordinary course of mwlcm tactics, and as wc 
had no enemy to oppose, it served to amuse and beguile 
the tcdions hours Several of our guns and hmbera were 
upset on the road, and a cavalry one falling on two 
troopers, horses and all rolling over, they were seriously in- 
jured but at length we encamped upon high and very 
uneven ground, covered with bushes m the most perfect 
disorder imaginable 

On the 2nd of Slarch we reached the neighbourhood of 
the capital, and encamped, as well as we could in so intri- 
cate a country, near a fine deep river, with a good bridge 
across abodt three miles to the southward of the town 
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The capital orTta\ancore, and residence of the Tlajah, w 
a large irregular tonn, without innch external shew of 
nehes There arc some good houses in it, and the country 
round is picturcsriuc and beautiful The flajah’s palace is 
situated near the centre, and surrounded bj a miserable 
attempt at fortification, but the interior is roomy, and 
contains not only the Palace, but many public buildings 
belonging to the Pnnee, such as an armoury, stabling for a 
large stud, a menagerie, full of wild beasts, temples of wor- 
ship, barracks, Svc His Highness being somewhat m the 
back ground, we did not visit him, but after we had been 
two days there, and his tnhrt ttmocence of any participation 
with his rebellious Minister and subjects proclaimed, he 
delivered a man of some consequence into our bands, as a 
hostage for the Prime Minister His troops and subjects 
were quietly disarmed, and parties were detached in pursuit 
of the rebel Dewaun, the Dalairai and General of his 
cavalry 

On the Srd of Afarch, Cohael B7acau/ay, the Resrdeaf, 
amved in our camp, and was saluted with seventeen guns 
He bad been living on board the Piedmontaise fngate, 
wnth Capmm Foote, who accorofonied him on shore, his 
vessel being at anchor on the coast, about five miles off 
The Colonel, residing at Cochin when the rebellion broke 
out, had a very narrow escape for his life, and was pre- 
served only by the fidelity of a. Porlogiiese servant, but 
the Piedmonlawe Mrvsmg Ibwfc abepvtlj afttvnatds, be was 
rescued froth impending danger and embarked on board, 
the enemy retreating on her approach 
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March the 16th, the new Beuaun paid a formal visit to 
our camp, where he was received with militarj' honours, 
and a salute qC fifteen guns, and ptibliclj' proclaimed the 
accredited Minister. All the Tfative officers of His High- 
ness’s late Carnatic brigade being brought into the camp 
prisoners, and disgraced by the drummers of t!io line, who 
cut their jacheU off their backs, and then turned them out, 
with the “ Hegues’ Slarcli.” A few days aftenvards it was 
discovered that the r^uiet Uam T^Jah had got an arsenal 
within his Palace walls, containing one hundred and forty 
pieces of serviceable cannon, fourteen thousand stand of 
musquets and bayonets, and ammunition of e>ery descrip- 
tion in the greatest abundance; oil of which he was 
obliged to deliver up; and our force returned by corps to 
OodagherT)*, to be cantoned there, the last amving on the 
8th of April. 

The late Dewaun was speedily traced into the mtenor 
of a Pagoda, with braven doors, and while out party was 
.forcing them open, he killed himself; when his brother, 
with six fnends, who were taken alive, were earned to 
Quilon and banged, m terrorem, and thus terminated the 
Trarancore war, designated a rebellion 


TIIC CARKA.TIC 

Ha\ing oblamed leave of absence to return to Pon- 
dicherry, where I had left my family, oa the way from 
Madras, I amved at Pallamcottah on the lOtb of April, 
and setting out post, was bit by a tarantula at Kytaur, 
where 1 stopped to change horses. The effect was such 
in a few hours, that about twenty miles fiom Madura I fell 
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ofT my horse, and was carried on by the kindness of the 
CoUcctor’a public scrx'ints, to Teppoocolon, where our 
kind old fnend Mr Patish immediately called in medical 
assistance I ha\G mentioned this circumstance, because tt 
was out of the common routine of accidents, I had pre- 
viously experienced the stings of scorpions, and bites of 
centipedes, one of the latter, while sleeping on board the 
Piedmonltine, a few nights before, being eight inches long, 
without much inconvenience but this reptile stung me on 
tlic same spot, both going and coming, and I was suffering 
tortures from the first bite, when I joined Uie force on the 
6th of February , one of the advantages of posting on 
horseback, without servants or baggage I must, however, 
acknowledge, that I did sot see the creature either time 
I was reclining on a little straw, under the only tree left at 
Kytaur, while a fresh hprse was saddling for roe, on botli 
occasions , but the natives described it to be an enormous 
spider, which bites and even kills cattle, and I have actu- 
ally seen tarantulas m that neighbourhood It certainly* 
did not put me, as is usually reported into dancing trim, 
but was each time followed by excruciating pam, and a 
burning fevef 

On the 24th of Apnl I reached Pondicherry, a distance 
of three hundred and ninety miles , and my corps being 
ordered to Nundydroog m the M^ore country, ive left 
Pondicheriy on the 9th of June, and, proceeding seventeen 
miles on the road, encamped at 

TREVYCAR\ 

Of all the curiosities I have witnessed in the East, the 
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petHtaclions m the \jcmity of this insignificant village, ate 
the mo»t mtcTesling anti eKiraonImarv There being no 
Bhclter for Curopcans m it’s neighbourhood, it is necessary 
lo pitch tents near a small Pagoda, on ground somewliat 
above the lei el of the plain Tins building is d\ idently of 
great anliqmlj , though it possesses no beauty or attraction 
at present, but close to it arc several rude rocLj liillocks, 
nhich on a near approach, prove to be of a circular form, 
and hollow m the centre, resembling the craters of volcanoes. 
Tlicsc craters were all more or less choked up witli weeds 
and bu'thcs, so that wc could not penetrate to the bottom, 
though thej did not appear lo be of any great depth , but 
still, considering them in that light, out wonder was the 
greater, to find the surface covered with large fragment* of 
petrified wood, instead of coals and lava On a nearer 
examination, the sod of these cavities proved to bo n 
whitish loose sand , and that of the exterior surfact., a 
compound of sand and claj, completely transformed to 
‘stoae^ extremely parous, and pccforited in a thousand 
places, like rocks under ivater, m a stream, with enormous 
masses of trees of various forms and descriptions, some of 
which were actually buned in them, and others scattered 
about, as if they had been thrown down by some sudden 
eruption of nature, and broken by the fall When these 
Ta-nV-itSi 'fitie&'iV.disftmeitdjOiby whom, k have no jdea, 
and it was only on our return from Poonah that I first 
beard at Madras, of “ the petrified tamarind wood, ' as it 
was always designated Masses being cut out, into various 
ornaments, and highly polished, very much resembled 
Scotch pebbles, ami vretc then much m fashion, as a 
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novelty Yet this very name, given indiscriminately to all 
these stones, however varied in shape or colour, proved to 
my mmd, that the spot from whence they were taken had 
never heen visited by any European, or person capable of 
examininj*; and distinguishing the ongmal petrifactions, for 
I found them so perfectly dilTcrcnt, and some so nearly 
entire, as to be able to pronounce positively, as to their 
variety , and actually earned to my tent, with much dif- 
ficulty, part of a branch of a cocoa nut tree, which boic the 
strictest examination, and could not possiblj have been 
mistaken 

It 18 natural m such eituatioiis, to endeavour to trace the 
causes of eucb extraordinary tnosmutations , but I could 
find no native capable of assisting my research, nor any 
other signs, to enable me to form any correct conclusioo 
I therefore venture a diffident opinion, that, when formerly 
fiounshingaod planted with tcee^, the ground on nbich 
these hillocks now stand was inundated by a sudden flood, 
many centuries back , and after continuing under water for 
several hundred years, was as suddenly dried up again by 
some volcanic eruption, and left in that state, in which, 
with btUe alteration, I found them , for all the lapidaries 
in the east umtmg together, could not clear the ground 
of these fragments, which would miBt likely require a 
thousand waggons to remove to any distance 

On the 12th of June we leached the neighbourhood 
of a Poligar Fort forty miles from Trevycary, called 

VvlLTEEVATUni 

This place, in which we found a very comfortable 



302 


MlLlfAnV 


[A.l). 

novelty. Yet thU vciy name, given indiscriminately to all 
these stones, honever varied in shape or colour, proved to 
ray mind, that the spot /rom vvlicncc they tv ere lal.en had 
never been visited by any Xnropcan, or person capable of 
evamining and disUngulahing the original petrifactions, for 
I found them so perfectly difTvrcnt, and some so nearly 
entire, as to be able to pronounce positively, as to their 
variety; and actually carried to my tent, with much dif- 
ficulty, part of a branch of a cocoa-nut tree, which bore the 
strictest ctammation, and could not possibly have been 
mistaken. 

It is natarnl in such situations, to endeavour to trace the 
causes of such extraordinary transinutotions ; but I could 
find no native capable of aasUimg myrescarcii, nor any 
other signs, (o enable me to form any correct conclusion. 

I therefore venture a diftident opinion, that, when formerly 
fiounsliing and planted wiUi trees, the ground on which 
these liillocVs now stand, was inundated by a sudden flood, 
many centuries back. ; and after continuing under water for • 
several hundred years, was os suddenly dried up again by 
some volcanic eruption, and left in that state, in ‘wliicb, 
with little alteration, I found them; for all the lapidaries 
in the east uniting together, could not clear the ground 
of these fragments, which would most likely require a 
thousand ws^gons to remove to any distance. 

On the 12th of June we reached the neighbourhood 
of a Poligar Fort, forty miles from Trevycary, called 

- V/XTEEVALLUM. 

This place, in which we found a very comfortable 
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ChouUry, was ho\s m ruins Smalt^ and much like other 
Poligar Forts, it embraced the foot of a serj ruggwl hill, 
fonnerlj fortified, hut now rendered coropktcl> inacces- 
sible m all directions, from Wing ove^gTo^m vnth nltan 
bushes, tlie tluckesl and moat impenetrable of all eastern 
jungles, armed with innumerable thorns, resembling small 
books, from which there is no escaping when once en- 
tangled The country round, is wild and Wantiful, 
abounding m all kinds of game, but the jungle is every- 
where formidable, and wc could hear and see pea fowl, 
and jungle-fowl, close to us, on the bill, though it isas im- 
possible to get at them. ^Vithm an inner fort, or citadel, 
on the slope of the bill m an ancient Palace, resided a 
Pohgai chief, the Imeal descendant of the former petty 
sovereigns of the country a very stout young man 
though oppressed with fever He was extremely civil to 
us, and sent out bis carpets for our accommodation in llie 
choultry I had the pleasure of giving him some medicine 
and advice, hut 1 fear the place to which he was in a 
manner confined was the sole cause of bis illness being 
little better than a state pnsoner in his own fortress 
and he was forced to entreat the Tannadar s permission 
to accompany me, with a few of his own armed domestics 
m search of game m the surrounding jungle So com 
plctely under subjection to the Collector s servants, are all 
these a-devant grandees of the Peninsula 
On the 14th of June, after a march of sixteen miles, we 
arrived at a Collectors bungalow at 
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This toivn, so famous for the sanctit) of it’s temples, is 
a very clean one, wth broad streets, and decent houses, 
but the jnhahifants ivere, at this time, reduced to four 
thousand, a ^ery small number, compared nith its former 
population It IS situated at the foot of a solitary moun- 
tain, visible from a great distance in eveiy direction under 
which are the Pagodas One of them, reckoned the 
laigest in the Carnatic, js twelve stones high, and was in 
capital repair I went to the top of it, accompanied by 
several Brahmins, who, to my great astonishment, did not 
offer the slightest objection, as in many similar buildings 
m other places, and bad a most extensile mcw, not only 
of the surrounding country, but of the interior and sacred 
buildings, which these Bralimms told me, hod been latclj 
repaired bj the authority of Mr Hyde, the Collector, at 
the cipense of four thousand pagodas Tim js most ad- 
mirable policy m Our government, it is, indeed, a chain of 
gold entnincd round the hcarlsof tlic subjects I sincerely 
insli our on n places of norship were as liberal!) attended 
to The first thought that struck me, on upproicliing this 
immense structure, by mj calculation two hundred feet 
high, Was the obscunt) of its situation, being placed, as it 
were in competition with a bigh mountain, which cntirclj 
destrojs its cficct whereas, had it been crectw! on a 
slight eminence, or Cl en on ft I lam it would (oner dofl 
the wonder and admiration of nil who should behold it 
A similar sensation, though from an opposite cause, I Ind 
experienced two jears before, on \icwmg St Pauls 
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BCQUence of a most mcl'vnclioly accident which happened 
some jcarsback Captain Ilariy Smith who commanded, 
and many of the garrison, being destroyed at mid day by 
the blowing up of the Inagazine, when opened to air some 
pond(?r. It also blew away considerable parts of the forti- 
fications, which have never sincebeen repaired. This had, 
m happier times, been the seat of the Collector, and most 
of the gentlemen in the Burramhaul The house of Colonel 
Graham, the last Collector, was still standing, hut aban- 
doned, ag were all the other buildings in this beautiful 
and once flourishing spot We met Captain Psrlby here, 
belonging to the 1st battalion of the 7th regiment, at 
Uyacottah, theoiBcer who was wounded at Lassulgaum* 
and as the fort nas of too difGcult ascent to be attempted 
in mid-day, we proceeded in the evening towards Rya- 
cottfth, distant seveuteea miles 


RYACOTTAIt 

Winding through a steep and difficult Pass, occasionally 
vei^ rugged, we reached Colonel Strange’s house, who was 
In. command of the station This was the best place I 
had seen for many months, an immense rock, exceedingly 
well fortified, rearing it’s crest above the surrounding 
mountains, and assuming different forms m every different 
direction In the hands of an Cnglish garrison it might 
be pronounced strong, but it appeared to me not remark- 
ably so, m a common point of view, as there are roads up 
on both sides, ont of which is fit for wheeled carnages 
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It vras well found in all sort of military stores, and had 
ordnance, from six to twenly-fonr pounders, in abundance. 
Tlicre are three reservoirs of water on the summit, one of 
which has never been fathomed; two bungalows, guard- 
rooms, barracks, and magazines ; and the climate is really 
delightful. 

Colonel Strange’s house, below, was a capital one, built 
by Colonel Doveton, a former Commandant, and sold to 
Government, for four thousand pandas. There were several 
other bungalows also below, in which the gentlemen of the 
garrison resided. The Colonel had a capital garden, about 
a mile and a half outside, in which were apples, peaches, 
orangea, and every fruit common to the country ; and here, 
making my last mention of one of the kindest-hearted, 
simplest souls the world ever produced, I must say that 
Bob Strange was one of my earliest fnends in the country. 
IVe were in the same regiment at Vellore, and I never 
knew a man more universally beloved ; because he never 
did or said an unkind thing. His hand, his heart, and his 
purse wore all alike open, and ready to assist any fellovf 
creature ; uor do I recollect a single instance of unkmdncss 
on his part, even to a dumb animal. If there ever was a 
pure heart in wretched sinful man. Bob Strange possessed 
it. He was very abstemious, though easily affected wlion 
led by company to dnnk; an early riser, and great ivalker ; 
he required no conveyance on a journey ; night or day was 
peifeclly the same to him ; and he would cheerfully walk 
twenty ot thirty miles to breakfast in a morning, and 
return the same night, as a matter of course. His mild 



308 


MILITARV 


[A.D. 


and gentle habits particularly endeared him to (he natives ; 
and when w’alLing out, he always carried some money and 
little scraps in Ins pocket, to give the children he was sure 
to meet with in his perambulations. Still he was not a 
soldier; he could not drill; and a smart dress was bis 
abomination: hut he was of more consequence, in my 
estimation, than a thousand soldiers, raising (he European 
character wherever he went, and compelling the natives 
to love their usurping rulers. He died at Ryacottah, in 
1812, at an advanced age; and his old comrade has since 
dropped a silent tear upon his monument, in that now 
deserted place. 

On the evening of the 22ad of June ue set outr ia* 
tending tp sleep in a choultiy-at OodinapdJy, ten miles 
od^ Colonel Strange walking with us; but, on arriving 
there, found two young men had got possession, and 
therefore pitched our tents, supped, and fell asleep, as did 
all our people. The natural consequence of which was, a 
long slit in the tent wall next morning; our tea chest 
lying at some distance, broken to pieces, no easy job, 
and a quantity of Imen scattered about the jungle ; in 
short, we had been robbed of a cooly load of things, and 
the hole cut in the tent had led the invaders to nothing but 
live stock, with whijih, ^ good luck, they were not in- 
clined to meddle. Ifow, trareUing as ne were, by a road 
little frequented, and though a wild countiy, I had 
armed all my servants, and, as I thought, drilled them into 
tolerable nuliUa ; but we have Been that the drowsy God 
can at times seal the eyes of even regular troops, and our 
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loss served more as a subject of nmusement tban nnno}- 
ance Tins was the onlj time I was ever robbed, either m 
travelling, or in camp, m ray lift 

oosQoa 

Moving on Ihroagb a very good road, thirteen miles, the 
Colonel still accompanjmg ns, we reached a bungalow m 
the fort of Oosoor, built by the li^t Commandant, Uic late 
Major Muirhead This fort is a perfect rum, but the 
fragments record It’s former importance , it had two entire 
walls of solid masonry, one within the other, and a stone 
counterscarp and wet ditch, with two large out-works m 
front of the two gatewajs The outer wall had many 
bomb-proof apartments below the ramparts, and there was 
a capital nagazme under ground, besides all tbis, it had a 
square citadel m the centre, where Tippoo’s gamson made 
their last stand A great quantity of powder must have 
been expended in dismantling these beautiful works, as I 
never beheld masonry so completely destroyed. The 
Pellah 13 a very fine one, and has excellent bazars, 
abundantly supplied Wc found an iron eighteen and a 
twelve-pounder, apparently serviceable, lying dismounted 
inside, and there are two fine large faloives, or lakes, in 
tlw ncighhcaehood la the aftenwott we took a walk, the 
Colonel leading the way, to look at a reraaikable lull, with 
a Pagoda on it’s summit, about a mile m our rear, which 
'VC found would make aa excellent post for a company, 
being Toomj, and in capital repair From this hill we also 
got a view of Niindjdroog, my new command, distant 
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nboat sixty miles. Tlic climate is dcliglitful, and the w atcr 
being cold os ice, re^utml resolution to use it early in 
wailing; \ndeeil this is the cose gtneTaily nil over the 
hi) sore country nt this Sca'wn. 

On the 24th of June we reached the cantonment of 
Bangalore, distant twcnlj-six miles, and here, as if by 
magic, had arisen n large military town, about three miles 
from the fort ; but as I did not remain there, I shall not 
now say any Uung more about it. The hill-fort of 

NUiNDVDllOOO 

la situated about thirty miles in n direct line, nearly sortli, 
from Bangalore, though by the road it is thirty-six miles. 
Wcarriied there on the 27th of June, and took possession 
of a house in the talley below, built upon on old cboultiy, 
m the interior face of a square ; the remaining parts of 
nhich served for barracks for the Sepoys, store rooms, fee. 
This square had been formerly attached to a small Pagoda, 
for the accommodation of Brahmin visitors, &.c. It was 
roomy, and had a good stone tank in the centre. The 
officers' bouses were scattered about, and in very miserable 
condition, the troops having been entirely ivithdrawn from 
it for about twelve months previous The fort ts on the 
summit of an enormous mountam, seventeen hundred and 
six^ feet high, the base of which is about twelve imles m 
circumference, and the walls above nearly three miles in 
girth. The works are earned on all round, although two- 
thirds of the rock upon which they stand are perfectly 
impracticable. They are made of solid stone and chunam. 
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of immense thickness, and 'arc double on the only assail- 
able point, to the vrest^vard, ATherc the hill, being connected 
by another at a considerable distance, has a gradual slope 
down to a Pass, formed bcltceen them, which is only about 
fifty or sixty yards abo\e the level of the plain. It was 
breached and stormed in that direction, by a force under 
our brave old friend, then Major Gowdie, in 1791 ; the 
storming party following the dcfeiideTS of the outer Avail 
through a gate in the inner one, and thus carrying the 
place, Avith one entire uninjured rampart oU round it, 
having only breached the first Avail that presented itself to 
their view j the enemy’s fatal error being an attempt to 
defend the outer breach. It Avas the same kind parent, 
noAV Coraraander-in-Cbicf, Avho gave me the coinmand of 
his favourite conquest m 1809 ; and in my opinion, this fort 
would be rendered impregnable, by cutting off and entirely 
destrojing the outer works, and blowing up enough of the 
'solid rock between the two walls, to form a good ditch. 
The only toad up is formed by steps, made in some parts 
and ent in others, completely commanded by the works, 
and perhaps three miles in length. There are two gate- 
Avays, one above the other; after ascending the latter, 
Aie came upon an immense undulating plain, somewhat 
elevated in the centre, containing the remains of an 
old Police fort, which have been the origmal 

work many centnnes back. There are several fine reser- 
voirs of water, and one large stone tank in the fort; and 
there was also at this time a beautiful garden, made by 
Colonel Cuppoge, some years previous; the trees of Avhich, 
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still stnitdin^, arc natcrcd mOi flew and misty clouds, 
wtilcli ore continually passing orcrtlic lull. Amon^t thorn 
\(c found an enormous peach, n few plum, and sercml 
floutishing Seville orange trees} oil three being rarities in 
the Hast Indies, |iarficularly the latter, of which I had 
never met n ith any before, tn oil my peregrinations. i 
The climate upon Uiw lull during the day is truly 
European; but the nights arc' severe, in consequence of 
strong winds, accompanied by the misty clouds I have 
mentioned. In one of the reservoirs I have noticed, is a 
limpid spring of most delicious uater, made to pass 
through a small stone cow, and said by the natives to be 
the source of the Penaur, or Ponaar llivcr, which gradu- 
ally increasing, and Joined by other streams, passes over 
an immense tract of country, descends the barrier moun- 
tains b^ond Kurpali, near Sidout, and runs into the sea, 
a few miles beyond Nellorc. The Pettah is extensive, and 
was formerly connected with the foot of Uie hill by a line 
of works and deep ditch, now out of repair and useless ; 
it had very good bazars in it, and the place altogether is 
famous for the best potatoes and soft sugar in the Penin- 
sula; while the gardens abound m almost ereiy fruit and 
vegetable of Europe and Asia combined. - r 

We liad not been many days at this place, before woid 
waa brought me, while sitting at* tiffin, that a ti^er had 
just been very seen near our residence. Five of us being 
together at the moment, of whom all but myself are now 
no more, we agreed to attack him with our fonling-pieces/ 
without any Sepoys, and out we sallied. We traced the 
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monster, a large panther, to a small" rocky hill under the 
eastern side of Nundydnx^; and, having lent my double 
barrel to lieutenant Dawson, I took a single gun, and 
made one of my servants carry a hog spear. Wo got one 
glimpse of the beast ascending the hill, and, pushing up 
difTcrent nays to meet him on the top, LieutenantDawson 
and myself, with my servant Syed Oosmaun, reached a 
rock on the very summit, which was barely sufficient for 
us to stand on, with a large chasm on one side, where it 
had been severed, most likely by lightning, from a similar 
fragment; whilst, on the opposite side, was a perpen- 
dicular precipice. My boy, leaning forward to look down 
the chasm, told me, " he was sure that the animal was 
there.” The words were scarcely out of his mouth, ere a 
roar that nearly petrified us was accompanied by a spnng. 
The poor fellow had barely time to turn his body half 
round towards us, when he received a blow that laid him flat, 
and hurled him several feet down the chasm ; but, by good 
luck, across a naaowet aperture. I fired at the same instant ; 
and, when they had both disappeared. Lieutenant Dauson 
fired both barrels, by good luck without effect, for the 
panther, perforated by my boll, had fallen undermost, and 
disappeared down the entire chasm. All this was but the 
work of a moment; and w’e found poor Syed Oosmaun, 
who declared I had killed the beast at the instant he 
received the blow, as yellow as saffron, with a fearful gasb, 
seven inches asunder, on his right shoulder, the marks 
of the panther’s delicate digits, of which I had consider- 
able difficulty to cure him afterwards. The creature was 
seen no more, dead or alive ; and « e returned home, ex- 
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bausted by tbc excrhons we had made io so little purpose 
Captain Stevenson, and laeutenants Walker* and Tagg;, 
were the other sportsmen who were my companions m this 
remarkable excursion 



IIIDERS DROP 

In this valley, and about a mile from our house, stood a 
rocky hill, a few hundred yards high, Mjlb a remarkably 
laige perpendicular rock at the eastern extremity, known 
by the name of Hyder’s Drop , which, not less from it 5 
very picturesque appearance, than from the blood-stained 
fame connected with its former history, certainly merits 
an especial mention This rock was nearly insular, and 
was connected with the summit of the hiU by a narrow 

* James Walker, a natire of Scotian I lire 4 to duUnguiih h mscif as 
a Ma;or in ibe Burmese war la wfcicl he fell when gJonousJ/ leading 
a portiOD of the hladcas troops, to ihecommand of nb ch he had been 
specially appointed by hlajor-geneial S r Arch bald Campbell Jle 
had pitnously $ gnalised himself on that ierrice though, being m a 
Teiy mfirm state of health he had been forced away, and only jnst 
returned 10 time to die the liappiest desA of a soldier 
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causewaj, evidently the work of man It had a u'all 
round it, and a small gate by >\1uc1j to enter a low 
bungalow of coarse materials, in which some hundreds of 
European prisoners were confined by those monsters Hyder 
and Tippoo , and it was well known that, whenever tlic 
inmates became loo mimetous, some of them were hoisted 
over the precipice , when a fall of seventy or eighty feet 
ended their misery by breakuig every bone m their bodies, 
•wbich were kindly left os food for jackalls, hyenas, and 
tigers We found the names of many of our countrymen 
scratched upon the walls and roof, and this puts me m 
mind of another favourite drop of those inhuman Mussul- 
mans, on. the top of Nundydroog, towards the south-west, 
where the rock is in one place about one thousand, or 
one thousand two hundred, feet m perpendicular height, 
from which spot I was assured that some hundreds of 
our Sepoys, having been taken pnsoners and refused to 
serve the tyrant, were rolled over to eternity, sewm up m 
sacks I even visited the bottom of the precipice, with 
much labour, but could not find any traces of the facts 
related, time having removed all vestiges of their remains 
Connected by the stnaU pass 1 have already mentioned, 
to the eastward, rises a rugged mountain as high as 
^u^dycl^oog, but naturally much easier of access, Cap- 
tain Baynes, when stationed below with his corps, had 
erected a small bungalow on it’s summit, and it has ever 
since gone by the name of Baynes’ HiU There is a very 
good view of most of the works of the fort from it, though 
much too distant for annoyance by cannon And here let 
me do justice to the memory of a brave and enterprising 
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soldier, wlio much in tho confidmce of Uie great 
Sepoy General ; and though his name docs not occur in 
iny Journal at tho time, f well remember how usefully and 
sueccs-sfuJIy ho was employed, with a small force, collect- 
ing and bringing m supplies, during the first Mahraltali 
campalgu. He ^vaa conrersant all the country 
languages, and of a most indefatigable nature; no man 
knew better how to rule the Bunjnries, or itinerant gjalo 
dealers ; and it was said, tlrnt he used an immense number 
of Unghsh whips, in touching up tlic indolent and idle, by 
which means be made most surprising marches, and cn- 
sured regular supplies. General Wenesfey left him Town- 
Major of Seringspalaro, svbich situation was afterwards 
abolished, and Captain Baynes died at Kundydroog, some 
time in tlio year 1807. 

KURMULDROOG. 

About fire Rules to the northivanl is a remarkable strong 
hill-fort, called Kurmuldroog, or Kumullah, now dis- 
mantled and entirely abandoned, fully os high Qs Nundy, 
and twice as difficult of access; it has, indeed, been a 
surprising effort of man to render such a place impreg- 
nable. I hare been on the top of it; the first gate took 
us exactly half an hour, and the last an hoar to reach, 
from the bottom of the hill. It has several walls, built 
where none were actually requisite, and I never was in a 
more inaccessible place. The country round jt is wild and 
picturesque, and it appears, like Nundydroog, to hare 
commanded a pass m the mountains in days of yore. 

An unfortunate participation in the troubles of this 
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eventful year induced mein August, to resign llie com-- 
Inand of toth corps and station, and proceed to the sca- 
coast Arriving at Sadras on the 7th of September, wc 
hired poor Ifonamallce’s house, from her successor, where 
a large partj of officers from different stations, was as- 
sembled, and where we remained, until Lord Minto's 
amral at Madras, when wc were called doivn to the 
Presidency. 


DANGAIOnE. 

The first day of 1810 found me at Bangalore, in com- 
mand of my own corps, the Ut battalion of the 3rd regi- 
ment, from which I had been removed, while in England 
Major General Ward commanding the division, resided m 
a part of the Palace m the Fort, and Colonel Gibbs 
commanded the station, at which were assembled His 
Majesty's 25th dragoons, Uis Majesty’s 59th regiment, 
the 5th vegiraent of native cavalry, the 2nd battalion of 
artillery, and the Isl battalion of the 3rd regiment, this 
being one of the finest and healthiest cantonmeots m all 
India The 1st battalion of the 2nd regiment, 1st battalion 
of the 4th regiment, and 2nd battalion of the 17th regiment, 
joined shortly afterwards, when, forming a large force for 
parades and field exercise, I became a Bngadier, and con- 
tinued so for several years, though only when the whole 
were under arms, and no allowances being attached to the 
appoiQinaent, still an opportunity of learning the duty 
was certainly most desirable, and Colonel Gibbs was the 
clearest and best dnller of a line I ever knew m my life 
Let me add, as he has since lost his life, as a General 
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Onicfr m America, tint be wai crcry thins, m my minJ, 
Uvat aji jiroadicn to a yicrfcct coldtcr ; Imd, considerate, tmd 
impartial, \Mth n pcifccl knowlcd"*®^ profcMion, he 
lauphl and cncoiiragetl rrerj min under his command, 
and wai tntMt dwerrcdlj lorctl and esteemed hy all Ife 
WHS removed, to j»o with Ins trgimcnt ngatmt the Itle of 
Trance ami we got Colonel 11 11 OiUcspie m hia room, 
shortly after winch Mojor-gmcral Ward was also removed 
from the command of the division, to go on the aamc 
service, nnd tras s»ccee<le»l b) CoJoneJ Cdlospie TJie 
General lives still, in the enjoyment of a well-camcd fame, 
and rcmrdw! li) those honours from Ins Sovereign, w dear 
to the heart of a soldier I will only venture to say that, 
plaecsl m such a command, at such a cnlical penod of our 
Tastem liwtorj the kind and delicate conduct of himself 
and famil), were duly and gratefully felt, by crciy»Com* 
pany s officer who possessed a heart capable of appreciat- 
ing it's real value Tlic character of Sir Hobert Hollo 
OiJ}<?*pw, Boir esHed t<t ins ion" hontc, although atore 
di/nctilt to pourtfar, must not he omitted An intimacy, 
however, contracted m 1807, when, at a trying moment, he, 
tliough then a pcrilct stranger, had proved an able and 
active fnend, m defence of an innocent and oppressed 
brother soldier, had furmshed me witli n greater knowledge 
of the man, than a year’s merely serrmg under him, as a 
commanding ofliccr, could hive evergiven Brave almost 
to a fault, and impetuous and headstrong m private life, he 
was cool and collected on service, and had a very fair 
knowledge of the duties of his profession Unfortunately 
for himself, and many others, the first and great duties of 
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a Christian, if they had ever been instiUed into his mind, 
had been early obliterated by the errors of a fashionable 
education ; and the mistaken bubble called honour, Avas 
the object of his adoration, as it is that of thousands. 
This false deity will lead his -votaries to expose their own 
lives, and take the lives of their equally misguided friends, 
for a mere difference of opinion, or the most trifling of- 
fence ; and, carried to it’s highest pitch, in his generous 
mind, he would ha\c cheerfully taken his friend’s place, 
and exposed his own life to save that of another. I 
know I am treading on delicate ground, and I confess 
myself very ignorant of what is called fashionable life m 
England. The term 1 have used, is one commonly applied . 
to errors, which in. the East we do not wish to designate by 
harsher, though more appropriate epithets. I shall not 
enter into further particulars, as applicable to the conduct 
of my present subject. Sir Robert GiUcspie was kind 
hearted and liberal, even to the injury of bis own fortune ; 
fond of society, and, off duty, a cheerful and easy com- 
panion. 1 have enjojed many a pleasant day with him, 
on shooting and hunting parties m the country, and have 
occasionally dined with him m the cantonment. Though 
fully aware of our essential difference of opinions on do- 
mestic subjects, he never entered my doors, and this I felt 
as the strongest proof of his esteem ; for attentions were 
not wanting to prove a recollection of what might be ac- 
ceptable, under such circumstances, to my family. 

Uis conduct at Cornelus, in planning and leading the 
storming party, which secured the conquest of Java, proved 
> 2 
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lo lii3 brother officers that he Mas as considerate as brave , 
whilst his behaviour at DJucjucalra at a subsequent 
period, when with little more than one thousand five 
hundred men, he stormed a capital fort defended by 
thirty thousand, and thereby saved the lives of all t 
British on the island, had something so much of romance 
m It. that rf it were not well known, I should be almost 
afraid to mention it Surrounded by an enemy who were 
m hourly expectation of forcing him to surrender or o 
entirely annihilating his htUe force, without the means of 
breaching, even if it had been possible to carry on any 

approaches m such circQtnstanccs, he put himself at t e 
head of Ins hand of hemes, and carried all before him m 
the most miraculous manner no exploit m the East ever 
surpassed this either in danng judgment or success 
Another instance of cool end intrepid presence of mmd 
was displayed by him at Palembang, m the same island , 
where he saved his own hfe and a few followers m an 
eqnaUy surpnsmg manner, had ha but been rehgious, I 
should attnhuta h.s safety to far different causes, and last 
of all h.a orders and personal conduct at Kalungali, 
where he lost his life, were truly admirable He died, as 
he had lived, one of the bravest end most devoted soldiers, 
that Britain ever had to mourn 

Discoursing one morning at Colonel Gillespie s I ousc 
about the hunt ng of tigers, be proposed ue should get one 
from hir Cole at hlysore, and hunt him on horseback with 
spears a few of us t^ced to the tnal, and a cage was nc- 
lord ngly received from Closepctt, with a fine large and 
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active tiger , the pvirty, consisting of five or six horsemen, 
assembled immediately, and 1 ordered a ^laTgue and six 
Sepojs out with the cart to the race-course, on which it 
was determined to have the hunt In order to maheme more 
aufait at this new sport, the Colonel made me a present 
of one of his own spears made on purpose for him in 
Calcutta, and the guard was ordered to draw up, un- 
loaded, between the cart and the cantonment, to prevent 
the tiger going m that direction The door was turned 
towards the country and opened, when out crept the 
animal, and, looking round, tan immediately upon the 
guard, the nearest man of whom presented Uis bayonet, 
which, entenag his side, threw him over Recovering in 
an instant, he tvvuted the hilt of the bayonet off the end 
of the DiQsquet, and knoched down the Sepoys, one after 
another, like a set of nine pins The scene was so novel 
and the result so unlocked for, that we were all paralysed , 
the animal actually put bis paws on one man s shoulders 
m spite of musquet and bayonet, and bit three or four 
teeth out of his head And of four sufTerers, for whom a 
handsome present was raised by subscription, this poor 
fellow was most dangerously wounded At length, havin" 
prostrated all his nearest opponents, the beast crouched 
down, when the Colonel rode at him full tilt, and delivered 
his spear, but I saw, m followmg bun, that it stuck m 
the ground close to his neck, but had not entered He 
afterwards chased the Colonel, and the Aumildar, or rather 
Foujdar, the head native in the Pettah on the part of the 
hi j sore government, and then crouched a second time It 
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IS only at those times of inaction that they can be ap- 
proached with any safety About twenty Peons, belong- 
ing to the Foujdar, now adranced, and one from their 
number ran up behind the crooching monster, and with a 
long straight sword cut him across the tad The ammal 
then rose, and turning round, receired a stab in his moutli , 
when rushing on, the man retreated sbll cutting at him 
till he drew him into the midst of bis comrades, who 
instantly despatched him with some hundred wounds 
These men were all armed alike, with a long sword and 
shield, and their dexterity was equally admirable mth that 
of the cool conduct of the single individual ulio first 
attacked him The Colonel aAerwards complained, that 
these fellows had cut up a tiger which be had already 
speared but though I never contradicted him, I con 
vouch to the contrary still, I firmly behove, he thought 
he had pierced him through Having once broken tlie 
ice, Mr Cole was afterwards so kind as to furnish us 
with frequent subjects Colonel Gillespie, hoivever, leav- 
ing us immediately after oar first essaj, uas no more 
present to partake in the sport he bad first taught tis to 
pursue 

On the evening of the 19th of Apnl while pruning a 
tree m our garden n dense cloud which had been gather- 
mg over our heads, suddenly burst wuh a temfic clap, and 
the lightning descend ng into the next compound killed 
one man, and wounded Uiree others in our eight, without 
any external marks of violence about them Another man 
was killed by the same hgbtning, about one Imnditd yard* 
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farther off, and the storm \vaa over almost immediately 
This sudden explosion, as it were, clcanng the elements, 
without ptoduciag, as wc had anxiously anticipated, a good 
fall of ram 
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CHAPTER X 

C«org — Martkierah, ike Capital— 7^e Mala Staa/nee — SkooMg 
ExeunioTu in the Intenar— Second Vuitf and Jlelurn 

COORG 

The kingdom of Cooig, situated to the westward of My- 
sore, IS of email extent, being comprised within the twelfth 
degree of North latitude, and the seventy-fifth and seventy- 
sixth degrees of East longitude It is about fifty miles la 
length, and thirty-five only in the broadest part Sur- 
rounded by lofty mountains, for the most part inaccessible, 
it contains many others, scattered over the interior surface, 
forming a succession of wild rug^d bills, and highly cul- 
tivated valleys, and, as if this were ootsufiicient to con- 
firm It’s title to the appellation of a “ Strong Country,” 
they have divided the whole intenor into squares Those 
where no streams or marshes are contained, being generally 
about a mile in width, with an enormous ditch and high 
mound, or bank, formed by the original contents of the 
ditcb , and covered inside and out, with deep jungle, m 
which arc included many cnonnoas forest trees Some of 
these inclosurcs have four apertures for ingress and regress. 
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onemcacbfacc , particulatlj tl\<y5C through which tliepnu 
ctpal roads pass, and which conscqucntlj present so nianj 
strong barriers against an approaching cnem} Every 
hiU and mountain is also covered with jungle , tht finest 
teak, jack, mango, and other la^c trees, growing spon- 
taneously in a country watered by numerous streams, nnd 
continual fogs and misty clouds, which, from it’s great 
height, even above the M>sorc, arc attracted hy the lulls, 
and cover them dunng the night. In such a country, 
no towTi or Milage meets the eye until jou are close upon 
It , but though I have traversed nearlj tlic whole, at dif- 
ferent times, I do not remember to have seen above six or 
eight villages throughout, and 1 om, indeed, mehned to 
pronounce the majonty of it s inhabiianls to be wild ele- 
phants, tigers bears, bisons, buHalos, hyenas, cii els, elks, 
deer, antelopes, and minor game With such resources, it 
is easy to ensure a day s sport, hy opening the barriers of 
one or more enclosures for some tune previous, and when 
TcquiTtd to secuTC them simultaneously 

In the dajs of Hyder*s successful usurpation of the 
Musnud of Mysore the reigning Kajab of Coorg was de- 
feated, and taken prisoner by this Mussulman Prince, and 
earned to Mysore, where he was kindly treated from 
policy, and persuaded the usurper, that if he would send 
him back to his oivn country, he would prevail on all his 
subjects to submit to the Mussulman yoke , they having 
previously betaken themselves to their hills and fastnesses, 
from whence he could neither drive nor recall them This 
mans name was Vif6jund£r it is said that he took an 
oath of fidelity to Ujder, before lie was released, and that 
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Jn after times, he boasted of this breach of faith Be that 
as it may, he proved himself an able statesman, if such a 
terra be applicable to a mountain chief, since he improved 
the natural fortifications of his kingdom, huilt towns, 
formed an armed militia, and successfully defied his former 
conqueror After the death of 'Hppoo, this extraordinary 
man went suddenly mad, and m one day destroyed one 
thousand two hundred of his relations and principal nobles, 
leaving, under an erroneous idea of his imbecility, only 
one younger brother alive, of all the males of his family 
V6djund£r did not long survive this act, and most likely, 
such a man was assisted out of this world, by some of the 
trembling slaves by whom he was attended I had, 
however, nearly omitted to menUon the act of all others, 
which stamped his conduct, with the most indelible 
character of insanity There was an old woman nho had 
confidentially attended him tor years, cooked his victuals, 
and frequented the interior of his Palace, and a child only 
a few ^ears old, who was boro there, a relation of this 
woman After completing the work of destruction, in whicli 
he had played a conspicuous part, assisted by several 
elephants and soldiers in the court yard, he retired into 
his study, the old Moman came in, to offer Jier services, 
followed by the child, when lie immediately stnl bod the 
woman, and, seizing the child, laid it upon hii table, and 
deliberately dissected it with a penknife 

He ivas succeeded by tlie boy, whom Ins blindness had 
spared, and left him immense wcaJUi, as well as most 
absolute power o>er all Ins subjects, and cicry kind ofpro- 
perly in Ills little kingdom , indeed, I blush to Write it (he 
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absolute deity of hts ignorant and misguided people. 
Such, in March 1811, w-as “LingrajumlcT Wadccr, to 
I earned an introduction from the Honourable' Artliur 
Cole, Resident m Mj'sorc, who was also nominal Resident 
in Coorg, \ ; 

On the 19th of tlie same month, having heard much 
m praise of the sport in Coorg, and being at leisure for 
such a trip, 1 set out from Bangalore, m company nillj 
Lieutenant W. Williamson, a joung man of ray own corps ; 
both a been and hardy sportsman, as well as a very 
agreeable companion, Wc travelled post, m palanquins, 
to Verajundrapet, a distance of one hundred and fifty miles, 
and of course could not make many observations on the 
road ; but from mydouroal there 1 shall now make regular 
extracts, this country being liUlc known, even to Residents \ 
m India. 

On the 22nd of March, after a hearty breakfast, pro- 
vided for us by the Rajah’s people, groin, we mounted Im d 
large elephants, at day-bteak, and proceeded over hills 
and through sales, up and down, ngcag, now at the bottom 
of deep ravines, then at the top of precipices, tillj at last, 
after eighteen hours’ fagging, wc reached the Palace, built 
for the accommodation of Curopeans, outside the stone 
fort of 


IlLUliMlbRAH, 

The capital This place is d^ghtfuUy situated on an 
eminence, near the sutnmit of a range of lofty and difBcult 
mountains, but is nevertheless commanded by them, and 
had actually been breached from them. The pass up these 
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mountains being fortified and defended, however, would 
mahe it a very strong place, for it completely commands 
every approach on the other side The distance we esti- 
mated at twenty-four miles. The Rajah’s oivn Palace is in- 
side the fort ; but lus horse and elephant stables are outside, 
on the slope of the glacis The town is remarkably clean 
and well built, about half a mile off, by an excellent high 
road , and at the further extremity there is a nsing ground, 
with a strong mud barrier, after entenng which, you come 
upon a small plain with a magnificent tomb, erected by the 
present Rajah, to the memoiy of his late brother, and Ins 
wife The people invite Europeans in, and shew them 
every part of the building , and I really think it surpasses 
both Hyder’s and Tippoo’s, as well as that erected by 
Autungzebe, over his favourite wife, at Aurungabad It is 
much in the style of Mabomedan edifices, being a wide 
square with a handsome dome m the centre, and four 
turrets at the angles On the top of the dome is a gold 
ball, with a weathercock above it, and all the window bars 
are made of solid brass 

" On this spot, by appointment, we met the Muhh 
Swhmee, at half-past thrcem theeienmg lie uas dressed 
in a Major-general’s uniform, oppeared to be about thirty 
years of age, with very liandsome features, and a person in 
which uere joined both activity and strength He imme- 
diately shook hands with us, and desired us to he seated, 
after a short conversation »n Ilindoostanec, which he at 
first addressed to an interpreter, until he found that I 
could speak and understand him m that language ; he then 
produced several rifles, readj loaded, ordered cocoa nuts to 
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be hoisted on tlie tops of spears, fifty yards off, and then 
desired us to fire. Suffice it to say, ho beat us both most 
* completely, splitting every nut he fired at m the centre, 
vfhile Ave, either slrucV. the sides or missed entirely . After 
this, he asked us to take a ride with liun j a beautiful 
Unghsh horse was brought to me, an Arabian to Lieutenant 
Williamson, and he himself also rode a very fine Arabian. 
We rattled about m the square for half an bOur, uben he 
desired us to ahght and rest ourselves, and taking along 
spear, peifonned severa\ feats with it still on horseback, 
uath great grace and dcJitenty. Our horses being brought 
again, we remounted, and proceeded with him to the fort; 
the Bayab insisting on our riding one on each side of him 
all the way On entering his Palace, we were amused by 
a set of dancing guls, keeping time to reels and coxintry 
dances, played on two fiddles , and the MCihi Swfimee 
shewed us various portraits of himself, the King, the Prince 
of Wales, General Wellesley, icc. He then took us into 
another apartment, and shewed us a dozen of highly 
finished single and double rifles, by Manton and Jover; 
fowling pieces, pistols, ?cc then an air gun, winch he 
desired us to try It was now seven, P. M , and torch- 
light had succeeded the daylight m his court-yard , we 
took aim out of the window, at vanous things, and hit 
them, and I even knocked down a lime, a species of small 
lemon, off the top of a cocoa-nut, so uncommonly true 
did It cany * His son and several relations were next 
introduced to us, all fine looking boys , and the heir ap- 
parent, being about seven or eight years old, dressed m a 
General s nnifomi, with a sword by his side, put me in * 
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mind of some old French prints, in which the girls are 
dressed m hoops and farthingales, and the boys with bag 
wigs and small swords. Ram fights, 8wC were going on all 
this time m the yard, as it were to amuse the attendants , 
and two of the rams had four horns each. Then a hon 
made his appearance, led by a dozen men, with a strong 
rope He appeared very tame, played with his leaders, 
and suffered me to go up to him and pat him on the back. 

I acknowledge this was a bit of bravado on ray part, and 
I ivas by no means sure how it would be received Thank. 
God' jt turned out well’ though there was more folly, 
than judgment in the attempt Next came a large royal 
tiger and two panthers, the former having his claws pared, 
but very savage, trying every instant to break loose We 
took leave at half past seven, quite pleased with the kind 
and affable treatment of this Pnnee, who, I am inclined to 
believe, is adored by his people 

" I must now describe our own habitation, built on a 
smal] island, surrounded by paddy ground, now diy, for 
the sole accommodation of Europeans It is a large 
square, having a hall m tlte centre, a large covered m 
veranda all round it, and four bed rooms projecting at the 
angles of the veranda, all on an upper story, the lower 
rooms serving for the guard, attendants, store-rooms, &.C. 

It stands on a square of seventy feet, the veranda having 
thirtj-eight glass windows, witli Venetian blinds outside 
The bed-rooms have sixteen windows, and tho hall eight 
glass doors , every part bem<* neatly furnislied, in the 
English style, with beds, tables, card-tables, writing boxes, 
chairs, chandeliers, settees, &.c And there is an old 
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butler of my early Vellore fncu<3. Colonel Tlvdgway 
Mcaley, and a dozen active servants, vshovety spcedilj 
produce an English breakfast or dinner, served «p on 
handsome Queens ware, with every kind of European 
liquor, and what is c\cn still more extraordinatj, the 
Cook bakes good bread ’ 

‘‘ After all our exertions of this day, it may Tcaddy be 
supposed we slept soundly , and on the morning of the 
23rd rose betimes as usual, a custom which I most strenu- 
ously recommend to all young men doomed to spend hny 
time m the East, and went to visit the Eajah a stud, and 
elephants, and amongst the latter found a young white 
one, about two years old most perfectly formed, with 
flaxen hair, light eyes, and fair skm Of these animals, as 
his country abounds m them, he has great abundance 
After breakfast, we were astonished by a visit from, the 
hlahd Swamee, m slate No longer disguised in an 
European dress, he appeared in his native lobes, nchly 
decorated with jewels , and cerlts, m my eyes, he ap- 
appeared a much handsomer man He sat a few minutes, 
and then told us that he had received intelligence of a 
wild elephant, and would, if we pleased, accompany us to 
go and shoot him To us, this was the* most acceptable 
offer he could have made We retired to prepare our 
selves, and our shooting apparatus, and, on our refum 
from out own rooms, found his Highness ready, witli 
elephants and attendants Away we set, the Rajah him 
self dnvmg the one I rode, sitting across it s neck, with a 
hook in the right hand and a knife in the other to cut 
down any small branches of trees likely to incommode me 
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MJ the excursion * Sacb a man,’ thought I, * at the head 
of his followers, must be inrincible ’ So perfectlj dif- 
ferent from the edemiaate g^ndeur of most Eastern 
potentates * Arrired at the spot, which was only about a 
mile off, we dismounted, and while the people were pre- 
panng seats on trees for our reception, amused ourselves 
shooting arrows at a mark , in which, as usual, the Rajah 
beat us hollow When all was ready, each climbed his 
own tree, the Rajali between us, and sat in a snug little 
wicLer~box with three guns of the Rajah's each, and two 
of his eunuchs to load our pieces The Rajah had a 
single nSe carrying a twelve-ounce ball, and two double 
ones, of one ounce each Williamson bad a single rifle of 
two ounces, a double hfanton of one ounce, and his own 
double fowlmg-piece I had a single Jover of four ounces, 
a double Slauton of one ounce, and my orm double Beck- 
with , and before we ascended, tbe Rajah explained to us 
where to take aim, , which, in an elephant, is a pro- 
jecting spot immediately over each eye This space, in 
the smallest, >nll be about four inches, and m the largest 
nearly eight inches in diameter, and tbe eunuchs were to 
advise us when the game iros near enough to fire After 
four hours watching, while tomtoms were beating, colJeiy 
horns blowing, and English drums sounding the general, 
the monster made Ins appearance, strutting in all the 
pndeond wantonness of his enormous strength, and la^- 

• Sorry shall I be, in the secixicl to twerse th s mmi delightful, though 
airy nsion but tnitb, iniJi ne u the fnt itaxim, an i it w,fl roree 
lo dispel the debghtful romance whiclt ■was here intruded on us by «he 
mon plausible appeannces 
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itig down cvety obstacle that opposed his passage. He 
came close under Williamson's gun, who fired and killed 
him on the spot Tlic creature tolled over instantaneously, 
canynng away several small trees, as he extended his 
enormous bulk upon the ground. For a minute afterwards, 
the successful sportsman, unused to such game, sat with 
his mouth open, gazing m utter amazement at the mighty 
proof of hia own prowess; while the Rajah and mjself, 
more used to such scenes, descending by our wicker 
ladders, were on the top of the carcass m a moment. It 
stood ten feet high, and was m excellent condition; the 
tusks were two feet outside, and nearly three feet long 
when extracted ; and the length of the body was icry 
nearly the same as it’s height. He had been very violent 
all the morning, being what the natives cal) must, and had 
demolished the huts and plantations of several of the 
Rjotts, or farmers, m his way to meet his qmetus. At 
such seasons the elephant is very dangerous, and blindly 
rashes on every thing that opposes him, at other times, 
though very funous when wounded, ho is rather timid, 
and will not be the aggressoi in a fray. 

“ Here, supposing our day’s work was concluded, we 
proposed to take leave, hut we were jet to learn some- 
thing further of the kind attentions of this evcellcnt 
'Prince. He told us, that iiaving kept us so long from our 
own tiffin, it being then three o’clock, he had ordered a 
dinner to be brought out for us; and, to out surprise, we 
found a small house built of leaves, a table and chairs, a 
dinner, consisting of pillawe, mutton cutlets, curry, &c. 
all ready for ns T^or was this all the Rajah followed us 
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m, and begged us tb excuse him, as he was not verj ivell , 
but left his setranU tv ith guns, powder, shot, 8,c , and four 
elephants, desiring ns' to amuse ouraelres after dinner as 
vve pleased We accordingly dined, and then beat a 
thick jungle for game, though without success, it being 
the dry season, when they retire into the most inacce sib 
parts of the mountains At live, P M , we returned to 
our Palace, weU satisfied with the adventures of the daj 
'■ On the 24lh we took a pedestrian stroll in the even- 
ing, in search of common game, hut returned unsuccessful , 
the jungle being every where impenetrable ten yards from 
the road This day I beat the Ilojah m finng, and, as 
he seemed busy, we look leave early, though he would not 
even hint so to us We then visited his pets, in their 
own habitations The lioness has a capital house in the 


' fort, with a hoarded floor and glass w inflows, vciy uncom 
mon in the East, and seems to he his greatest faiounte 
I mistook her sex the first daj Her majesty woul not 
„t still a moment, vv hile I attempted to sketch her Tlie 

tiger IS housed, with seveml pantheis and leopards . and 
extmordmary to relate, a large mortar u mounteil lu llie 
same place This is the only piece of ordnance I ia»e 
seen in the Cooig country, and, indeed, this Pnnee seems 
to trust more to the nirccl.on of I is subjects and the 
justice of U.e Pnglisli, than to the strengU. of Ins fortifi 
cations amt tlic mnlliluac of his gwns 

“ On the 2oth of ■March, we pai 1 our parting %i<it to 
the JUdii Sw'.mcc, and tcccivcil from him the following 
prescnls two gold handled Coorg km.es two paiillicr- 
skin caps ivio sanlal wood sticks,oiic royal tiger, an 1 mo 



18 i 2 ] 


REMlNISCKNCLS 


339 


panther slms, and parted from lum with mutual expres- 
sions of esteem and regard The Rijah informed us, that 
the present indifferent state of his'licaltli, and not being 
certain of finding game immediately, had alone preiented 
his taUng us into the country to shoot, but promised, if 
we would return at the same season next >ear, nc should 
bo amply gratified with field sports *' 

Thus ended my first tnp to Coorg, but os I trust what I 
haie already stated, will render my readers willing to 
know what remains to be told on this subject, without in- 
terruption, I shall anticipate a penod of ray Journal, and 
extract the next trip at once Haring been ordered to 
form a light corps from both battalions of the regiment, 
with authority to select both men and officers from the 
2nd battalion at Cannanore, I availed myself of the 
opportunity, to pay a second nsit to this interesting 
Pnnee, and Mr Cole was good enough to write and en- 
treat he would be so kind as gratify my wishes, although 
not exactly the season Accompanied by Lieutenant 
Meredith, a very fine young man of the regiment, also a 
keen sportsman, since unfortunately dead, I accordingly 
set out, and on the 17lh oi October, 1812, and reached 
Sedaseer, the first village m his country , after which my 
Diary regularly proceeds as foUons — 

'* Here we were regaled with a cuddoo * curry, and nee, 
by the Coorg Rajah s guards, who refused any pecuniary 
remuneration The stockade seems newly finished We 
had some very unpleasant heavy ram m the evening and 
saw many wild fowl m the tank The whole road from 

* A fiCHird Or p mpXin 
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Pcnnpilam is extremely Iml, anti would require much 
repair to fit it for the passage of guns There was more 
mm m the night, succeeded by a fog 
“ On the 18 th of October kc set lonfsrd, stdJ in ovr 
palanquins, in a dense fog, the Leircrs bad, and the road 
much Worse, being ncarl} impassable for whecl-camages 
At nine, AM, we nmved at on open choultry m a small 
baxarat Seedapoor, distance ten miles, the barrier strong 
ivilh a dry ditch, got a curry and eggs for breakfast, 
gratis, and at lialf past eleven mounted two elephants 
At 1 mile, a barrier, with a dry ditch 

Ij, — a barrier, with a diy ditcb 

2, — a small tank and swamp 

25, — another barner 

5, —a largo etramp on the righL » 

3J, — a house on the right 

3S, — another barrier, wth paddy ground to the left, 
at some distance 

4J, — a nice tank, and the village of Amootoonaur to 
the right, beyond the paddy ground a small clear hill 
beyond it 

6 , — a barrier 

6 , — paddy ground, and a small vilHge 

7, — bouses on both sides, and paddy ground 

1 \, — a barrier 

8 , — a barrier 

9 , — several houses, we ascended a small bill 

11, — Verajundrapett , the road the whole way was 
very bad The last four miles, in particular, through swamps 
and paddy ground, intersected by deep water-courses 
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“ Wc atnved at twenty mmulcs past lliTce, P M , and 
tooV, a W’alk to looV at a Ghnstian church, huilding at the 
western extremity of the village it is about lialf finislied, 
and will be a grand edifice for the Uomish Christians to 
erect m a Pagan country It is built fconi the foundation 
of a porous stone, called soap stone on the Malabar coast, 
cemented svitU light clay, very thick , and from a distance 
resembles an old Gothic rum m England It will he fully 
sufficient for two hundred communicants, and this, I 
understand, is the number of these mongrel'Chnstians, 
exclusive of their children the whole population of the 
village being two thousand, also exclusive of children We 
afterwards visited the native place of worship m the village, 
which 13 like a common choultry outside, but a door open- 
ing within, discovers in the back part a stone bull, or cow, 
coveted with flowers , and immediately behind it, a full- 
length portrait of the late R&jah, set in a gold recess m 
the wall The Kajah’s Subadar, who is an obliging hand- 
some man, unlike the superstitious bigots of other coun 
tries, seemed anxious that we should look at it. He after- 
wards gaTC us a curry, nee, fruit, vegetables, 8^c , and 
even sent us two China plates, and one copper spoon to eat 
with, or rather, I fancy, to dole out each man b portion of 
the curry for, finding us conversant m his own language, 
he probably never dreamed we were such Goths, as. not ta 
he able to eai with our fingers He had previously fur- 
nished us with a table and two chairs I fired at a wild 
dog and a jackall on the road, but saw no game , and here 
we slept m out palanqmos 

“ OnthclDthwesetoutatthrec, A M, and proceeded 
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to the Cauveiy nver, which we reached at seven, A M , 
and crossed m boats , the stream being about six feet 
deep The banks are exceedingly high and steep, and 
a strong barrier is placed on the left bank, called Angree 
I leckon this twelve miles from Verajiindrapett 
crossed a deep nullah at sixteen, another at eighteen, where 
there IS a very strong barrier, called Blootall Mooroo, and 
another a litUe further on We also crossed the Bohane 
Nullah at nineteen and a half, and came to another barrier 
at twenty, where there is a tappall hut After this, we pro- 
ceeded through sivamps, over hills, &c . and at length passed 
through a strong b'lmcr at twenty-four , after which we 
ascended the mountain, and found the fort of Mdrekherab 
completely repaired, and, passing it, took up our abode in 
the old place, at a quarter past twelve, having been nine 
hours and a quarter on the roid , the last hvc on ele- 
phants We then had our breakfast and took a sleep, 
after which mounted two fine horses, and paid our respects 
to the Mfihfi Sw'jnice He received us in bis usual man- 
ner, in lus Palace, having sent off bis camp equipage, &.c 
to gi\eus a shooting party in the interior No general 
otHccr’s uniform this time , but lie looked well, and ivas 
very kind and attentive He shewed us two lions, two 
tigers, two wild buffiloes, and a rojal tiger cub, then 
a gun, completely made, and highly finished, by his own 
smith , and I really never saw n more elegant fowling- 
piece After sitting nearly two hours XMth hira we took 
our Ica>c , and when our dinner was served up, two of fiis 
fiddlers made their appearance and regaled us w ith English 
tunes' In short, cicrj thing opes Jjigland m this most 
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extraordinary place We, two platn soUicrs, sat down to 
a roasted goose, and twenty other dishes, and drank a 
bottle of Tlngbsh claret between us ; Tcjocting. to the 
amazement of the beholders, Madeira, beer, bock, 8 k.c., 
all of which they expected us to bwoIIow 
*' On the 20th of October we rose with the lark, and took 
a walk, first to the mausoleum, and afterwards to tlie horse 
and elephant stables The little white elephant had grown 
considerably, but hia skin was getting darker, and lie ap- 
peared to be in bad health Lieutenant Davies joined us 
here from Mysore, at half past ten, and having to start 
early, we dined at noon At one, P hi , the Pajah armed 
in hts military uniform, on horseback He dismounted 
and sat with us some time, shewing us some of Ins guns, 
and then invitiag us to mount our horses and proceed, he 
accompanied us to the top of the hill, when, wislimgus 
good sport, he returned, and we pursued our journey 
We found SIX tents pitched m a clean compound, about 
five miles off Here was also on immense well finished 
mud building, ^Tlth a most substantial thatched roof, called 
Cuggorc Punug , made as a kind of depot, la which things 
arc kept for the Pajalis use, and also his occasional 
hunting residence Here we found three good cots in one 
tent, three writing tables in another, a set of dining tables, 
chairs, S^c., in a thwd.and we were accompanied by atleast 
one thousand Sepoys, match lock men, and pike-men, be- 
sides two of the Rajah’s eunuchs, w ilh three of Ins fowling 
pieces, three palanquins, three horses, and three elephants , 
in addition to which we met about one thousand match- 
lock men neat the place, waiting our arrival We had 
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scarcely retired to rest, after eating a hearty dinner, before 
Lieutenant Pndliam also joined us from M&r6k4rafa, 
with another col, &g , “this officer and Lieutenant Davies 
having followed us from Mysore, with a letter from 
Mr Cole 

“ On the 2lBt of October, after breakfast, we mounted 
our elephants, at seven, AM, and proceeded over nullahs, 
swamps, hills, &c about five miles farther, where we found 
our trees prepared, and all the jungle beset by some thou- 
sands of beaters , when we foithwith climbed our respective 
ladders, to wicker litters, m the centre of a deep jungle, 
called Chaondy Kaudh After three hours’ beating, we 
collected our game within shot of our post, and marched 
home with eight elks, a monkey, squirrel, and jungle foul 
Of the former, I killed three. Lieutenant Pndharo two, 
and Lieutenants Meredith and Davies, one each The 
Peons killed one, besides lesser game Our eunuchs and 
Pajah 8 people would not permit any of us to quit oui 
places of safety ere the whole was over, and told us it 
would cost them their lives if any accident happened to us 
We were, therefore, literally state prisoners, j>ro tempore. 
Not one of the elks could be earned by fewer than six 
men, and they generally took twelve and fourteen, after 
being tied to bamboos for that purpose We therefore cut 
no small figure, with our game following, on our return to 
Cu"gore, where we found a capital English ti/Iln waiting 
Torus The horns of one of the elks being nearly a jard 
Ion" with several branches, and extremely heavy, we 
natunllj concluded that the beast who could carry them, 
nilhout mcoii'cntciice, musthaic been >cry thick headed 
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Lieutenant Pridliam left us after the liunt, and ac had a 
heavj shouer of ram in the evening. 

“ On the 22n(l nc set out a little after si\, A.M.; it 
uas impo'^sible to tell the direction, but through rivers, 
jonc^lcs, &wC.; and Utterly, ascending a steep and very 
high mountain, covered vfitU wood, our elephants groping 
and kneeling, while our empty palanquins could not even 
be carried up from the bottom, we gained a beautiful plain 
on the Eumrmt, covered with trees and deep jungle all 
round itj the distance about eight miles- it is called 
Perumboo Kand, on a range designated 

rUNN'YilAUT KOOTTDOO, 

And here, at nine, A. M , we set to work in the old way, I 
saw six elks, and fired at three, LieutenanU Davies and 
Meredith saw only three, the former did not fire, the latter 
fired twice. My three were positively wounded, and being 
traced by the blood, were followed and secured Being an 
old sportsman, T always shoot with my own gun, and with 
balls double the swe of the bore, beaten into plugs, which 
I call langrage, and the plug thus fired will kill any thing, 
while It generally remains a positive proof to whom the 
game belongs Here we took our tiffin, notwithstandinw- 
the difficulty of bringing things up, and walked down the 
mountain in about one quarter of the time out elephants 
took to ascend it. We had heavy nun on our return, but 
were well sheltered by umbrellas , so attentn e to our every 
wnnt were these people laeuteoant Davies left us here. 
We returned to our tents early la the evening, and while 
at dinner the people brought m a monster, with one of my 
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it, till Lady Hood, passing through Bangalore, collecting 
cuncpsilies, I gave it to her. It was the only animal of the 
kind, Ie\er saw m my life. The Peons also killed tno 
elks at this place, and wc left off to tiflin, at lialf*past one ; 
at three wc commenced on our return, and dt half-{iast 
four, P. M., four miles nearer home, again took our quiet 
stations and set to work • until neatly dusk, however, we 
Ind no sport, when two large elks, a male and female, 
came running by ; we both fired, and each brought down 
one, making two capital shots. Tlic Sepoys also fired, 
and killed two more A panther was started, hut he 
escaped, from the density of lhc 3 ang\G. We got jnto our 
palanquins at sunset, and having moved m great state, 
tsith every one of our three thousand attendants carrying 
a lighted fire-stick, arrived at our pavilion at half-past 
eight, P. M , actually tUaromaUng all the country through 
which we passed. Our total game killed this day, wds one 
wild hog, seven elks, and one junglee buckree. It matters 
not to what distance we ramble, the Kajah's attention and 
kindness extend all over his dominions We never sit 
down to a meal, but m pops a large basket of fruit, or 
some sweetmeats from his own table, and his people are the 
most orderly, obliging, wiUing creatures I have ever met m 
my life. And all this without the slightest hope of reward ; 
winch m general will go a great way with the natives of 
India, but these people reject with apparent horror, 
every pToifexed present, even when alone. There is cer- 
tainly something very uncommon, indeed, unfathomable, 
m this 

On the 24lh of October wc tried another spot, a little 
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out of our way back to Mluckhenb, but bad no sport , 
killing one elk only, and returned boroe in the evening 
I have observed, that every square league, or mile, occa- 
sionally, IS marked out into a kind of fortification , having 
a high bank, deep ditch, hedge, and barrier This renders 
the Country extremely strong in a military point of view, 
every man being a good marksman, and famous for sport 
mg , because two thousand men can do more, in such en- 
closures, than ten, oi even twenty thousand, in equally 
thick jungle, without these advantages I remarked, also, 
this evening, from my bed room window, an immense con- 
course of people, seemingly labourers, winding tbrough a 
dutant road, and tnenttoning the circumstance at dinner, 

1 observed it threw a damp on the countenances of the 
attendants, amongstVhom, in spite of all my entreaties to 
the contrary, I saw the native officer of our honorary 
guard No one irould satisfy my cunosity I therefore 
changed the subject, and speaking to my old friend the 
butler, asked him how be came to be so sickly since I last 
saw him, and what had become of four fat Bengalees, who 
amused me with then civilities when I was last there A 
part of their duty being to run after us, if we only went 
into the garden for b moment, one carrying a chair, 
another a juglctof water, a third a bottle and tumbler, 
os if an Buropean CQuld not exist a minute without such 
accompaniments lie turned pale and trembled , told 
me hehad had a fever, but was now better, and that the 
other men were gone away I rallied him on Jus grave 
appearance, and enquired if he was not happy He im- 
mediately replied, “ Happy’ he must be hippy lasuch a 
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servicej that/c\erj tmci andcr''thc 
jojed ^nppincss ” 1 jmincdiatclj launclied foxtli -in his 
ptaise, "and I observed this gii\c"Mohomcd plcasurcj lilllo 
did I dream, that ocry nortl he or I uttered, nould be in- 
stanfly repeated to the HajaV, yet, fortunate!) , c^eTy 
thing I then had to say, was fa\ourablc On retiring to 
rest, and sitting down to bring up my Journal, tbe occur- 
rences of tbe day passing in review, 1 began to ruminate 
particularly on the workmen I had seen, and all the repairs 
J had witnessed m the fort and barriers It immediately 
struck me tliat the Tlajah, mistaking a late prohibition of 
Europeans passing through his country, issued m conso- 
([uence of the gross misconduct of two oiheers, both since 
dismissed from the Kings and Company’s service, had 
imagined the British were going W declare war against 
him, and was consequently fortifying his country , and I 
supposed the work-people were employed on some strong 
place in the neighbourhood Having obtained special 
permission for myself and companions, I therefore deter 
mined that 1 would immediately undeceive him, as an act 
of kindness to both parties 

« Kisrog very e-idy on the 25lh, wc took a quiet walk 
m the garden, and returning up stairs, were followed by 
Mahomed Sahib, the butler, who entreated to speak with 
me in private, and to request Lieutenant Meredith to 
remain m the veranda, to prevent any one from listening 
'This we acquiesced m, and no sooner were we alone in 
tbe bed-chamber, than he threw himself at my feet, and 
entreated me, by the memory of liis old master, to save 



350 


. MU ITAJiy 


[A D 

his life I «Tis perfectly thunderstruck , raised him up, 
and desired him to explain himself, ivlien he told roe a 
talc which harroued my soul The four Bengalees, whom 
I had left fat and happy, had become dissatisfied with 
promises, and wages protracted and nercr paid , lhe> had 
demanded their dismissal, and had, m consequence, been 
inhumanly murdered lie himself had applied for leave, 
and was immediately mulcted of all he had, and Iiis 
thumbs squeezed in screws, made on purpose, and used m 
native courts , his body flagellated, and a threat held out, 
that the next offence would be punished with death That 
the Ilajah being acknowledged as the Ood of the country, 
exercised the supposed right without remorse and without 
controul That, for instance, if a poor fellow, standing m 
his presence, with both hands joined m adoratioa as of 
the Supreme, incessantly calling out M&h5 Sw4mee ' or 
Great God < should be suddenly bit by a musquito, and 
loosen his hands to scratch, a sign, too well known, would 
instantly be made by this wi disant Deity, and the poor 
wretch be a head shorter in a twinkling This, he told 
me, had been the fate of the fine looking Parsee inter- 
preter, whom I bad seen at my last visit, who, having 
built a house, and amassed some wealth, was beheaded, 
and his property seized for the state , and this, he aUo 
assured me, ■n-as the fate of every man who entered the 
country, if he ever attempted to quit it again and the 
Ilajah, admitting his troops to a share m the plunder, 
bound them to his interests by chains of adamant lie 
entreated me to take him with me out of the country. 
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wluclj, he said, could be easily accomplished, because he 
must accompany me to the barrier , but I could not listen 
to such a proposal, and at once told him so To connne 
at the escape of one of the Uajah’s servants, while I ivas 
his guest, would ha%e been a direct breach of hospitality, 
which I could not consent to practice But learning on 
some further conacrsation, that the native officer, under 
the appearance of an honorary guard, was placed tliero as 
a spy, over every word and action of every gentleman who 
lived in that palace , I proposed to enter into such conver- 
sation with him, in Ilmdoostanee, as being reported, 
might induce the Rajah to grant him leave He also told 
me, that the Rajah feanag some attack from the English, 
was building new forts, and repairing all the old ones, and 
then retired, I believe, unobserved The signal being 
made for breakfast, we sat down, attended as usual I 
entered into conversation With Mahomed Sahib, talked of 
his mistress now at Madras, and bis late master’s will, and 
asked him if ho had received the thousand pagoda legacy 
hi9 toaster had left him ’ lie replied, it was the first he had 
heard of it I had, however, actually heard something of 
the kind, and advised him to get four months’ leave of ab- 
sence, to go and see his old mistress, before she embarked 
for England He told me, he certainly should like to go 
and see her, but he, could not bear to leave so good, so 
kind a master as tlie RHh i Swamce , to which I replied 
that I was sure the Rajah would allow him to go with plea- 
sure, and said, I would immediately ask his highness but 
he begged me not, nslie >v!is Bure the Rajah would allow him 
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to go, if it were really for his ndvantage, here the conversa- 
tion diopped, and being reported, it had a capital effect 
This forenoon we took oar leave of the Rajah, nho 
received us in his palace, where he was amusing himself 
shooting blunt, but very heavy headed arrows, at different 
men, aimed with spear and shield , whose business uas to 
guard themselves, and receive the blow on their shields 
He aftenvards fired at marks, rode several horses m a 
ring , and lastly, managed two elephants, one of which 
he requested me to mount, and drove me about for a short 
time, and then dismounted I had been informed, tliat in 
consequence of my increased rank, since 1 was last there, 
he had picpared on elephant as a present I then ima- 
gined this was tlie one, but I was mistaken lie gave 
Meredith a birds head, called Malliar'’ipah, a gold 
mounted Coorg knife, and sandal w ood stick , and to me, 
two spears, a gold-mounted knife, sandal-stick, and bird s 
head, and wished us a pleasant joomej irith all this 
kindness, I Could not help remarking, that bis Highness 
had lost some of Jiis nlTubililj, so easily arc we led by 
circumstances, or by previous opinion, to fancy what, 
perhaps, has no existence Ills conduct to us tlirougbout 
had been kind and condescending, bejond that of any 
native Prince I ever knew, and was never equalled, m 
after times, but by the Rajah of !Nfpauncc He wav par- 
ticularly fond of the Hower of the Cnldemh, called la Ilm- 
doostance, Kewrali, the otloiir of which is generally too 
fitron" for Tnghsh organs, but awed beyond any fiower in 
the East, ^o rmn m ha dominions dare use /t, nil 
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being the property of tbe M&ha Sw&mce; as the finest 
flowers of their gartlcns arc appropriated solely to the 
decoration of their temples, by all the other natives o! 
India.” 

The sequel may as well he anticipated here, to connect 
tie whole in one, A few months after, when in my own 
house at Bangalore, I wqa surprised by tho sudden appear- 
ance of Mahomed Sahib, extremely emaciated, ill-dressed, 
and with a picture in his hand. He threw himself at my 
feet, and told me I had saved his life, that the Hajah had 
given him four months* leave, and desired him to carry his 
picture to me. In proof thereof. I refused it, however, 
when he told mo he had returned a beggar, being stripped 
of every thing at the last barrier ; but that he never would 
return. 1 saw him in a good place, shortly afterwards, 
well and happy. TheHajah, Lingraj under Wadeer, died in 
\\»ei -jtsa uwh was iroccevdei tm \Yia Ulnsifoi \iy loVs 
son, whom 1 had seen an infant in 181Q. I have heard 
of no cruelties committed by tbe present Mahfi. Swamee, 
who is described os a mild, inoffensive young man. The 
English have had, however, little or no intercourse with 
that country, since 1811, a toad being opened through 
Wynaud to th« IMalabav coast, and a capital ghaut made 
by our own pioneers. 1 have omitted to mention, that as 
this country abounds with royal tigers, it is absolutely 
necessary that they should he hunted every season, and 
the former Uajuh seldom killed fewer ’’than there were 
days in tbe year; and invariably gave a gold bangle to 
the first man who should touch the tiger after he had 
fired, which must make brave soldiers. 
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Having, in it’s proper place, omitted to mention the 
celebrated Semdiah’s slate seal, I now subjoin the copy 
of an impression of lU^as affixed to his official , papers, 
treaties, &c , and containing, m the blende langua^s of 
Persia and hlahrattah, his assumed titles of Comptroller 
of the Emperor of Delhi and the Peishwa 
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